
Date:  May 16, 2020 

Subject:  4th Sunday after Pascha 

 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

 

On Wednesday we will have reached the midpoint between the celebrations of Pascha and the Pentecost. 

 

JOHN 5: 1-15 

After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, 

having five porches. 

In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the 

water. 

For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first 

after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had. 

And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years. 

When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt 

thou be made whole? The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to 

put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me. 

Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. 

And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and on the same day was the 

sabbath. 

The Jews therefore said unto him that was cured, It is the sabbath day: it is not lawful for thee to carry 

thy bed. 

He answered them, He that made me whole, the same said unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk. 

Then asked they him, What man is that which said unto thee, Take up thy bed, and walk? 

And he that was healed wist not who it was: for Jesus had conveyed himself away, a multitude being in 

that place. 

Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, 

lest a worse thing come unto thee. 

The man departed, and told the Jews that it was Jesus, which had made him whole. 

 

The patience through his long-suffering that the infirm man maintained was truly amazing and an 

incredibly inspiring example to us. For thirty-eight years, he carried his cross. Despite not receiving any 

benefit, each day during these thirty-eight years, he never lost hope but persisted and dragged himself to 

the pool, hoping for a cure, never losing faith that God would have mercy on him.  

 

He did not know who Jesus was, and when Jesus asked him, wilt thou be made whole, there was no sign 

of any resentment or bitterness. No frustration with his fate, no anger at God, or hopelessness could be 

detected in his answer. He simply explained his helplessness.: Sir, I have no man, when the water is 

troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another steppeth down before me. Without 

doubt, of all the sick people there, he was the most worthy one to be healed, which is the reason that the 

Savior chose him. 

 

Jesus healed him simply with His divine Word:  Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. This one word, Rise, was 

all that was needed to spread the power of healing to all parts of the man’s body, the same body that for 

thirty-eight lay helplessly infirm and weak. He was immediately able to not only pick up his bedding but 

also to carry it. 

 



That is the immense power possessed by God’s Word. God’s Word alone created out of nothing the 

material world. The Savior’s simple command calmed a boisterous storm at sea. Five thousand people 

listened to Him speak for an entire day without their wanting to stop, getting tired, or even needing to eat. 

This is how God is ready to help anyone with any kind of need that a person might have. 

 

If we understand the great power that God has through His word, why is it then that many times, people 

are not patient, trusting, accepting, and faithfully persisting in their prayers? Instead, if God does not 

immediately give them what they are asking for, they become discouraged and will stop praying. They 

may become angry. They may grumble, and even turn away from Him completely.  

 

The healing of the paralytic convincingly demonstrates that God always answers. But He will do it when 

it is the best time to respond. And His answer might be different from what we were asking of Him. If we 

are wise, we will continue to pray, patiently wait, and be willing to accept with humility and joy His 

answer in whatever way that He provides. 

 

At the same time that this Gospel passage shows us the great benefit of trusting in God and patiently 

waiting for His help, we are also given to see what danger we place ourselves in when we persist in 

demanding from God what we want and not accepting His answer to us. When the healed man picked up 

his bedding and began carrying it, he was confronted in the following manner. The Jews  said unto him 

that was cured, It is the sabbath day: it is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed. He answered them, He that 

made me whole, the same said unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk.Then asked they him, What man is that 

which said unto thee, Take up thy bed, and walk? 

 

The Jews, of course,  without doubt knew that It was Jesus who had healed the man. But instead of 

rejoicing with him in the mercy given to him by God, they attempted to denigrate the miracle and deny its 

validity by stating that it was done in defiance of God’s Law. They did this not because they did not 

believe in God. They did it because the miracle contradicted what they were praying for and demanding 

from God. They wanted the Savior to be a divine, all-powerful, but earthly Savior who would conquer the 

world. And they, as His closest helpers, would be able to co-rule with Him. 

 

But Jesus was not the Savior that they were insisting on. Therefore, they could not accept Him and were 

forced to defy Him and what He was doing. No matter how many times Jesus reached out to them, they 

continued to reject Him and tried to turn the people against Him. When all their efforts proved to be in 

vain, they had to kill Him. 

 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, we place ourselves in great danger when we insist on doing things 

our way in defiance of what God wants from us. This type of behavior starts in very small ways, ways 

that we all participate in. We justify this kind of defiance as just committing tiny sins, something not 

really all that bad.  

 

Examples are not fasting on Wednesdays and Fridays, or ignoring church services on the eve of Sundays 

and major holidays. But small acts of defiance, especially when we knowingly continue doing them, 

unnoticeably can grow gradually into bigger and bigger ones. We become comfortable and lose our will 

in trying to correct ourselves. We become so confirmed in this type of behavior that before long we 

cannot or will not stop.  

 

Therefore, let us immerse ourselves in the great love that God has for us, no matter how sinful we are. 

Strengthened by this love, let us sincerely repent in all of our sins, even the tiny “insignificant” ones. God 

is patiently standing by and waiting for us to do this. If we do, He will aid us in  not returning to our old 



ways, and will help us  go forward in a true Christian manner all the way until we reach and enter the 

eternal blessed mansions that await us in Heaven. 

 

With Much Love in God,  

Archpriest Serge Kotar 

 


