Date: September 10, 2020
Subject: BURL-Choir SEPTEMBER 12-13 Weekend NOTICE
Dorogiye druziya!
This Saturday / Sunday the Church commemorates the Placing of the Cincture (Sash) of the Mother of
God.
Earlier, this Friday / Saturday the Church commemorates the Translation of the relics of Saint Alexander
Nevsky.
On September 10/11 (Thursday / Friday) the Church commemorates the Beheading of the Holy Glorious
Prophet, Forerunner, and Baptist John.
Also on "9/11", we remember the approximately 3,000 victims of the terrorist attack on the World Trade
Center twin towers in New York, and the many heroic responders - NYPD, NYFD and paramedics - who
lost their lives trying to help their fellow citizens. 9/11 was a day of both great horror and many
miracles. Many of our Orthodox Christian friends who normally would have been in or near the World
Trade Center were miraculously diverted, detained or otherwise prevented from being among the victims.
Thanks be to God for all things. Continuing condolences to the family members and loved ones of the
victims.
Brief summaries about the Placing of the Cincture, Saint Alexander Nevsky, and Beheading of John the
Baptist are provided below.
REMINDER: There will not be services in Burlingame this weekend. Regular services will resume on
the weekend of Saturday / Sunday, 19-20 SEP. Visit our parish Website
(https://allrussiansaintsburlingame.org) for news about upcoming services and events.
**** PLACING OF THE VENERABLE BELT OF THE MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS
The Placing of the Venerable Belt of the Most Holy Theotokos in a church of Constantinople’s
Chalcoprateia district took place during the reign of the emperor Theodosius the Younger. Before this the
holy relic, entrusted to the Apostle Thomas by the Mother of God Herself, was kept by pious Christians at
Jerusalem after Her Dormition. During the reign of Emperor Leo the Wise (886-911), his wife Zoe was
afllicted with an unclean spirit, and he prayed that God would heal her.
The empress had a vision that she would be healed of her infirmity if the Belt of the Mother of God were
placed upon her. The emperor then asked the Patriarch to open the coffer. The Patriarch removed the seal
and opened the coffer in which the relic was kept, and the Belt of the Mother of God appeared completely
whole and undamaged by time. The Patriarch placed the Belt on the sick empress, and immediately she
was freed from her infirmity. They sang hymns of thanksgiving to the Most Holy Theotokos, then they
placed the venerable Belt back into the coffer and resealed it.
In commemoration of the miraculous occurrence and the twofold Placing of the venerable Belt, the Feast
of the Placing of the Venerable Belt of the Most Holy Theotokos was established. Parts of the holy Belt
are in the Vatopedi monastery on Mt. Athos, in Trier monastery, and in Georgia.
**** TRANSLATION OF THE RELICS OF SAINT ALEXANDER NEVSKY

The Holy Prince Alexander Nevsky (in monastic schema Alexis) died on the return journey from the
Horde at Gorodtsa on the Volga, on November 14, 1263, and on November 23, 1263 he was buried in the
Cathedral Church of the Nativity Monastery in the city of Vladimir.
Veneration of the Prince began right at his burial, where a remarkable miracle took place. The saint
extended his hand for the prayer of absolution (a written document placed in the coffin). Great Prince
John (1353-1359), in his spiritual testament written in the year 1356, left to his son Demetrius (13631389), the future victor of the Battle of Kulikovo, “an icon of Saint Alexander.” The incorrupt relics of
the holy Prince were uncovered, because of a vision, before the Battle of Kulikovo in the year 1380, and
then they were sent forth for a local celebration.
Russian commanders asked for the intercession of the holy Prince, glorified by his defense of the
Fatherland, in the following times: On August 30, 1721 Peter I, after a lengthy and exhausting war with
the Swedes, concluded the Nishtad Peace. On this day it was decided to transfer the relics of the holy
Prince Alexander Nevsky from Vladimir to the new northern capital, Peterburg, on the banks of the Neva.
Removed from Vladimir on August 11, 1723, the holy relics were greeted at Shlisselburg on September
20 of that year and remained there until 1724. On August 30, they were placed in the Trinity Cathedral of
the Alexander Nevsky Lavra, where they now rest in Saint Petersburg. By an edict on September 2, 1724
a feastday was established on August 30 (o.s.)
Archimandrite Gabriel Buzhinsky (later Bishop of Ryazan, + April 27, 1731) compiled a special service
in remembrance of the Nishtad Peace, combining with it a service to Saint Alexander Nevsky.
The name of the Defender of the borders of Russia and the Patron of Soldiers is famous far beyond the
borders of Russia. The numerous temples dedicated to Saint Alexander Nevsky bear witness to this. The
most famous of them: the Patriarchal Cathedral at Sofia, the Cathedral church in Talinin, and a church in
Tbilisi. These churches are a pledge of friendship of the Russian National-Liberator with brother nations.
**** THE BEHEADING OF THE HOLY GLORIOUS PROPHET, FORERUNNER, AND BAPTIST
JOHN
The Beheading of the Prophet, Forerunner of the Lord, John the Baptist: The Evangelists Matthew
(Mt.14:1-12) and Mark (Mark 6:14-29) provide accounts about the martyric end of John the Baptist in the
year 32 after the Birth of Christ.
Following the Baptism of the Lord, Saint John the Baptist was locked up in prison by Herod Antipas, the
Tetrarch (ruler of one fourth of the Holy Land) and governor of Galilee. (After the death of king Herod
the Great, the Romans divided the territory of Palestine into four parts, and put a governor in charge of
each part. Herod Antipas received Galilee from the emperor Augustus).
The prophet of God John openly denounced Herod for having left his lawful wife, the daughter of the
Arabian king Aretas, and then instead cohabiting with Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip (Luke 3:1920). On his birthday, Herod made a feast for dignitaries, the elders and a thousand chief citizens. Salome,
the daughter of Herodias, danced before the guests and charmed Herod. In gratitude to the girl, he swore
to give her whatever she would ask, up to half his kingdom.
The vile girl on the advice of her wicked mother Herodias asked that she be given the head of John the
Baptist on a platter. Herod became apprehensive, for he feared the wrath of God for the murder of a

prophet, whom earlier he had heeded. He also feared the people, who loved the holy Forerunner. But
because of the guests and his careless oath, he gave orders to cut off the head of Saint John and to give it
to Salome.
According to Tradition, the mouth of the dead preacher of repentance once more opened and proclaimed:
“Herod, you should not have the wife of your brother Philip.” Salome took the platter with the head of
Saint John and gave it to her mother. The frenzied Herodias repeatedly stabbed the tongue of the prophet
with a needle and buried his holy head in an unclean place. But the pious Joanna, wife of Herod’s steward
Chuza, buried the head of John the Baptist in an earthen vessel on the Mount of Olives, where Herod had
a parcel of land. (The Uncovering of the Venerable Head is celebrated February 24). The holy body of
John the Baptist was taken that night by his disciples and buried at Sebastia, there, where the wicked deed
had been done.
After the murder of Saint John the Baptist, Herod continued to govern for a certain time. Pontius Pilate,
governor of Judea, later sent Jesus Christ to him, Whom he mocked (Luke 23:7-12).
The judgment of God came upon Herod, Herodias and Salome, even during their earthly life. Salome,
crossing the River Sikoris in winter, fell through the ice. The ice gave way in such a way that her body
was in the water, but her head was trapped above the ice. It was similar to how she once had danced with
her feet upon the ground, but now she flailed helplessly in the icy water. Thus she was trapped until that
time when the sharp ice cut through her neck.
Her corpse was not found, but they brought the head to Herod and Herodias, as once they had brought
them the head of Saint John the Baptist. The Arab king Aretas, in revenge for the disrespect shown his
daughter, made war against Herod. The defeated Herod suffered the wrath of the Roman emperor Caius
Caligua (37-41) and was exiled with Herodias first to Gaul, and then to Spain.
The Beheading of Saint John the Baptist, a Feast day established by the Church, is also a strict fast day
because of the grief of Christians at the violent death of the saint.

