Date; April 22, 2024
Subject: BURL-Choir Raising of Lazarus and Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem NOTICE

Dorogiye druziya!l

This weekend, Friday evening to Sunday morning (and then Sunday evening thru Pascha), is among the
most concentrated spiritual time of the Church year, being the weekend when we commemorate Jesus’
raising Lazarus from death, His triumphant entry into Jerusalem, and the days leading up to His Great
Passion.

Below are brief accounts of the raising of Lazarus and Triumphal Entry of theLord into Jerusalem,
adapted from the Law of God (by Protopriest Serafim Slobodskoy). The readings and sung prayers at
services this weekend are reflections of the historical accounts below. Also, a brief summary about the
“Bridegroom Matins” of Great Sunday, Monday, Tuesday (and Wednesday) are provided.

**** THE RAISING OF LAZARUS

The Jewish feast of the Passover drew near; and with it, the last days of the life of Jesus Christ on earth
occurred. The malice of the Pharisees and Jewish leaders reached its peak. Their hearts hardened from
envy, love of power, and other vices, and they did not want to accept the simple and compassionate
teachings of Christ. They awaited a convenient occasion to seize the Savior and put Him to death; and
now, the time for them had arrived. The power of darkness set in, and the Lord was being betrayed into
the hands of men.

At this time in the village of Bethany, Lazarus, the brother of Martha and Mary, was ill. The Lord loved
Lazarus and his sisters and often visited this blessed family.

When Lazarus fell ill, Jesus Christ was not in Judea. The sisters sent to Him, saying, "Lord! The one
whom You love is ill."

But when Jesus Christ heard it He said, "This illness is not unto death; it is for the glory of God, so that
the Son of God may be glorified by means of it."

The Savior stayed two days longer in the place where He was. Then, He said to the disciples, "Let us go
into Judea again. Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | go to awaken him." Jesus Christ spoke to
them about the death of Lazarus, and the disciples thought that He was talking about usual sleep; and
since sleep at a time of illness was a good sign of recovery, they said, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he
should recover.”

Then, Jesus Christ told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead; and for your sake, | am glad | have not been there,
so that you may believe. But let us go to him."

When Jesus came to Bethany, Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Many of the Jews from
Jerusalem had come to Martha and Mary to console them.

Martha first heard that Jesus was coming and hurried to meet Him. Mary, in deep grief, sat in the house.
When Martha met the Savior, she said, "Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died. And
even now, | know that whatever You ask from God, God will give You."



Jesus Christ said to her, "Your brother will rise again."

Martha said to Him, "1 know that He will rise again in the resurrection at the last day (that is, in the
general, resurrection at the end of the world)."

Then, Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me, though he die, yet shall
he live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?"

Martha said to Him, "Yes, Lord; | believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, Who is to come into
the world." When she had said this, she quickly went home and quietly said to her sister Mary, "The
Teacher is here and is calling for you."

Mary, as soon as she heard this joyful news, rose quickly and went to Jesus Christ. When the Jews who

were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her supposing
that she was going to the tomb to weep there. The Savior had not yet come to the village but was still in

the place where Martha had met Him.

Mary, when she came where Jesus was, fell at His feet saying to Him, "Lord, if You had been here, my
brother would not have died."

When Jesus Christ saw her weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, He was deeply
troubled in spirit and said, "Where have you laid him?"

They said to Him, "Lord, come and see.” Jesus Christ wept.

When they came to the tomb of Lazarus, it was a cave, and the entrance was blocked up with a stone.
Christ said, "Take away the stone."

Martha said to Him, "Lord! By this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead for four days."

Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you would believe, you would see the glory of God?" So they
took away the stone.

Then, Jesus lifted His eyes to Heaven and said to God His Father, "Father, | thank Thee that Thou hast
heard Me. | know that Thou hearest Me always, but | have said this on account of the people standing by
Me that they may believe that Thou hast send Me."

When He had said this, He cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come forth."” The dead man came out, His
hands and feet bound with bandages, and his face wrapped with a cloth, as the Jews dressed the dead.

Jesus said to them, "Unbind him and let him go." Then, many of the Jews, who had been there and seen
this miracle, believed in Jesus Christ. But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus
had done. The enemies of Christ, the chief priests and the Pharisees were troubled and fearing that all the
people would believe in Jesus Christ, gathered a council and decided to kill Jesus Christ. Word of this
great miracle began to spread all over Jerusalem. Many Jews went to the home of Lazarus to see him and
having seen believed in Jesus Christ. Then, the chief priests and scribes plotted to kill Lazarus. But
Lazarus, after his resurrection by the Saviour, lived a long time and was later a bishop on the island of
Cyprus.



**** THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM

Soon after the raising of Lazarus, six days before the Jewish Passover, Jesus Christ made a triumphal
entry into Jerusalem to show that He was the true Christ the King and was going to death voluntarily.

When they drew near to Jerusalem, coming to the village of Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus
Christ sent two of His disciples saying to them, "Go into the village opposite you; and immediately, you
will find a donkey tied and a colt with her on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it to me. If
anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs it’."

The disciples went away and found it as He had told them. They brought the donkey and the colt and put
their garments on the colt, and Jesus sat on it.

In the meantime in Jerusalem, they learned that Jesus, the One Who raised Lazarus from the dead after
four days, was coming to Jerusalem. Crowds of people, gathered from everywhere for the feast of the
Passover, went to meet Him. Many took off their outer garments and spread them on the road before Him.
Others cut palm branches, carried them in their hands and spread them on the road. And all the people,
who went before and who followed, cried out with joy, "Hosanna (Salvation) to the Son of David!
Blessed is He Who comes in the name of the Lord;" — that is, worthy of praise is the One Who comes in
the name of the Lord, sent from God. "King of Israel! Hosanna in the highest!"

When He drew near to Jerusalem, the Savior looked upon it with sorrow. He knew that the people would
reject Him, their Savior, and that Jerusalem would be destroyed. Jesus Christ wept over it and said, "If
you have known, even you, at least in this day, the things which belong unto your peace! but now they are
hid from your eyes;" — that is, you stubbornly close your eyes to all of God’s favor bestowed on you.
"For the days shall come upon you when your enemies will cast up a bank about you, and surround you,
and hem you in on every side, and dash you to the ground, you and your children with you, and they will
not leave one stone upon another because you did not know (did not want to acknowledge) the time of
your visitation (the time when the Lord visited you)."

When Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem, the entire city was stirred, saying, "Who is this?"

The crowds answered, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth of Galilee," and told them about how He
had called Lazarus forth from the tomb and raised him from the dead.

Jesus entered the Temple and again, as in the first year of His teaching, drove out all who sold and bought
in the Temple, saying to them "It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,” but you have
made it a den of robbers."”

The blind and the lame came to Him in the Temple, and He healed them. The people, seeing the
wonderful things Jesus Christ did, began to praise Him even more. Even little children being in the
Temple cried out, "Hosanna to the Son of David."

The chief priests and the scribes were indignant and they said to Him, "Do you hear what they are
saying?"

Jesus Christ said to them, "Yes, have you never read: ‘Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings hast
Thou perfected praise’?". Jesus Christ taught daily in the Temple; and when evening came, He went out



of the city. The chief priests and the scribes and the principal men of the people sought an opportunity to
destroy Him, but they could not, for all the people were very anxious to hear Him.

The triumphant Entry of the Lord into Jerusalem is celebrated by the Holy Orthodox Church on the last
Sunday before the bright feast of Pascha. This is one of the great feasts, and it is also called Palm Sunday
because on this feast during the All-night Vigil service, or at Matins, blessed branches of palms, pussy
willows, or other early spring growth are distributed to the faithful. In ancient times, the king was met
with green branches when he was returning in triumph after victory over his enemies. And we holding in
our hands the branches of the first blossoms of spring glorify the Savior as the Victor over death because
He raised the dead and on this very day entered Jerusalem to die for our sins and to rise again thereby
saving us from eternal death and eternal torment. The branches serve for us then as a symbol of the
victory of Christ over death and should remind us of the future resurrection of all of us from death.

**** BRIDEGROOM MATINS

Bridegroom Matins is a service specific to the first evenings of Holy Week and commemorates the last
days in the earthly life of the Lord. Incorporated into these services is the theme of the first three days of
Holy Week, which are the last teachings of Christ to his disciples. As such, these services incorporate
readings and hymns inspiring this theme. The theme of these services is to experience sorrow regarding
the evil that is about to take place against the Lord. The atmosphere is one of mourning (for sins) and is
symbolic of the indignity that a Christian should feel for the absence of God and the depths of hell, and
the loss Paradise. The vestments of the Priest and the altar clothes are black or deep purple to symbolize
and enhance the atmosphere of mourning and remembrance of sins. The main emphasis of the
Bridegroom Service is repentance. One of its primary features is its Troparion:

Behold, the Bridegroom comes in the middle of the night, and blessed is the servant He shall find vigilant;
but unworthy is he whom he shall find neglectful. Beware therefore, O my soul, lest you be weighed
down by sleep, lest you be given over to death and be closed out from the Kingdom; but rise up crying
out: "Holy! Holy! Holy are You our God; through the intercessions of the Theotokos, have mercy on us."

The Exapostilarion (Svetilen) of these three days is:

“Thy Bridal Chamber (“Chertog Tvoy ...”) I see adorned, O my Savior, and I have no wedding garment
that [ may enter, O Giver of life, enlighten the vesture of my soul and save me.”



