
MESSAGE FROM ARCHPRIEST STEFAN

This year, 2019, marks the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of  the Glorification of  Saint John of  Shanghai 

and San Francisco.  The event was celebrated at the 
Holy Virgin Cathedral in San Francisco on Friday, June 
28th and Saturday, June 29th.  Because our Church 
Newsletter is on hiatus during the months of  July and 
August, I want to inform you on what occurred during 
this period.

Our Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia 
scheduled a gathering of  ROCOR Bishops the week 
before the anniversary.  This made it possible for a 
greater number of  bishops to attend the festivities.  Our 
own Archbishop Kyrill, Bishop Irenei now of  Britain, 
and Bishop Theodosy of  Seattle were in attendance, 
as well as our Chief  Hierarch Metropolitan Hilarion, 
Archbishop Mark of  Germany, Archbishop Gabriel 
of  Canada, and Bishop Nikolai of  Manhattan.  In 
addition, a Bishop from Romania and a Bishop from 
Russia were present.

The services were uplifting and grace-filled, 
reminiscent of  the services conducted during the 
actual Glorification.  Saint John of  Shanghai and San 
Francisco has prayed for all of  us before and after his 
Glorification.  He has helped us preserve our spiritual 
life in San Francisco, the Bay Area, across America, in 
Europe where he was a ruling Bishop, and throughout 
Russia.  Today, even in his homeland, more and more 
people are becoming aware of  his sanctified life and 
many miracles.

When we were traveling in Russia (see my article on 
page 4.) and I would mention we’re from San Francisco, 
many people would inquire about Saint John.  They 
were thrilled to meet us because we came from the city 
where Saint John’s relics are treasured.  They asked 
to have their names commemorated and gave us slips 
of  paper with prayer requests to be placed under the 
relics. Many expressed the hope of  someday making a 
pilgrimage themselves to venerate his relics.

We felt honored by their reactions to our stories of  
the original opening of  St. John’s Holy Relics, the 
Glorification that occurred 25 years ago and the 
re-vesting. They were awed to learn that Matushka 
Tatiana had sewn the Hierarchical Vestments that the 
Holy Saint had lain in his coffin for decades.

I also shared with everyone about two faithful 
Orthodox Christians, who live in the area of  our parish 
and occasionally attend services in Burlingame.  Both 
were diagnosed with serious health setbacks, one with 
cancer and another with heart failure and other related 
serious medical conditions.  Both men put their faith 
in God and the prayers and intercession of  Holy Saint 
John of  Shanghai and San Francisco.  They followed 
their prayer rules morning and evening and prayed 
fervently to Saint John, asking him to pray to God 
on their behalf  for help and healing.  These men also 
anointed themselves diligently with oil from Saint John’s 
vigil lamp that burns continuously near his relics at the 
Holy Virgin Cathedral in San Francisco.
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THEOLOGICAL QUESTION 
FOR ARCHPRIEST STEFAN 

WHAT MEDICAL DIRECTIVES AND 
PROCEDURES ARE APPROVED BY 
THE ORTHODOX CHURCH?  

The Orthodox Christian Church 
believes in the necessity of  

spiritual plus physical (or medical) 
healing to help cure a person who 
becomes ill.  In addition, personal 
prayer, confession, communion, 
church service for the ill (молебень 
о здравии), a Healing Oil 
Service (Елеоосвящение или 
Соборование) are all available 
to the faithful for the purpose of  
healing the body and the soul 
through prayers by the faithful and 
the Sacraments of  the Orthodox 
Church.

To these can be added blessings, 
sprinkling and drinking Holy 
Water, anointing the sick person 
with Holy Oil and Holy Myrrh 
from Saints’ oil lamps, and from 
Miracle Icons of  Saints and The 
Holy Virgin Theotokos that stream 
myrrh.

Together with this rich treasury of  
Spiritual Healing provided in the 
Orthodox Church is understanding 
that Physicians and Medicine are 
a gift given to mankind by God 
for the healing of  sicknesses and 
damage to our bodies.  Many 
Saints of  the Orthodox Christian 
Church were healers and physicians 
who used their knowledge and 
techniques, along with prayer, to 
cure the faithful as medical science 
evolved.  Saint John Chrysostom 
mentions the necessity of  subjecting 
oneself  to the bitter medicines of  
the physicians of  his time to be 
healed from certain diseases.  Even 
drastic measures of  amputation 
had to be endured in order to save 
a person’s life.

Recently, both men received their 
latest test results which showed 
they had survived critical periods 
and were now experiencing stable 
health.  Such are the continuing 
wonderful miracles that our 
Holy Father among the Saints, 
Luminary, and Holy Father John 
of  Shanghai and San Francisco 
performed during his lifetime and 
continues to do so to this day.

As it happened, our own Church 
Feast Day of  All Saints of  Russia 
occurred on the same weekend and 
we received an overflow of  pilgrims 
and local faithful who came to 
share in our Church festivities.  
Many of  the bishops who were 
in San Francisco for the Bishops’ 
Council and the Anniversary 
of  Saint John also attended our 
church events. Among our guests 
were His Eminences and Graces 
Archbishop Kyrill, Archbishop 
Mark, Archbishop Gabriel, and 
Bishop Nikolai.  (See photos on 
page 17.)
 
Along with the hierarchical clergy, 
we were blessed and honored 
this year to be visited by the Holy 
Theotokos in Her Kursk Icon of  
the Sign after a lengthy hiatus. In 
previous years the Kursk Icon was 
almost always with us on our feast 
day.  This year, the Icon returned, 
bringing us grace-filled joy.
 
The Church New Year will be 
upon us very quickly (September 
14, new style).  On the Julian 
Calendar, the Liturgical calendar 
starts on September 1 and the first 
major feast day will be the Birth of  
the Holy Virgin Mary.  We should 
note that the last major feast day 
of  the Church year was the Holy 
Dormition (Falling Asleep) of  the 
Theotokos, celebrated August 
15 on the Julian Calendar and 
August 28 on our Legal Gregorian 
Calendar. You can see that the 

Orthodox Church, not very subtly, 
emphasizes the importance and 
the interaction of  the Holy Virgin 
Mary in the salvation of  mankind.  
She had to come into the World 
to be the one to give Virgin Birth 
to Our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  Then, the Holy Virgin, 
who is “more Honorable than the 
Cherubim and Beyond Compare 
more glorious than the Serafim,” 
continued along the path to the 
afterlife through a normal death 
as every human being must.  
However, she was met by The 
Lord Himself  and translated 
bodily into God’s everlasting 
Kingdom.  At the funerals of  the 
faithful, the Church also prays 
to help us along our path to the 
Heavenly Kingdom.   
 
I cannot reiterate just how 
important it is to attend Church 
Services regularly, starting with 
the New Church Year which is 
a New Beginning.  The general 
atmosphere developing in our 
present environment is such that 
for our spiritual safety, our sanity, 
sanctity and our very salvation, it 
is imperative that we place God, 
Church and family first and resist 
the temptation to be complacent, 
spiritually lazy and indifferent to 
Biblical Commandments.  We need 
to follow the rules and traditions of  
our Orthodox Christian Church 
and responsibilities in our secular 
community.  We should not be 
afraid to witness God’s Truth before 
people.

May the Lord strengthen us in 
our Christian path under the 
Saving Pokrov of  the Holy Virgin 
Theotokos Mary, enveloped in the 
wings of  our Guardian Angels, 
by the prayers of  all the Saints of  
Russia and with the intercession of  
our beloved Saint John of  Shanghai 
and San Francisco.

continued...
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Through the centuries, Saints 
are mentioned who used herbal 
mixtures and various medications 
known to cure serious ailments.  
In the Twentieth Century among 
the Holy New Martyrs of  Russia is 
the surgical eye doctor Saint Luke 
(Voino-Yesinetsky) of  Simferopol 
and Crimea.  He reposed in 
1961 after being the founder of  
purulent surgery.

All this shows that the Orthodox 
Church does not stand in 
opposition to Medical Science 
and medical procedures for the 
care and healing of  sick faithful.  
But just like all other aspects of  
our Orthodox Christian Life, 
there are degrees and limits which 
Orthodox Christians are called to 
adhere to in their path to Eternal 
Salvation.  For instance, eating is 
not a sin, but gluttony certainly 
is.  So in the realm of  Science 
and Medicine, there are certain 
boundaries of  Christian Ethics 
that should not be crossed.

Many medical procedures are 
now available to everyone which 
previous generations of  Christians 
could not have imagined.  Organ 
transplants is one that comes to 
mind.  The Russian Orthodox 
Church Abroad through the 
words of  Metropolitan Philaret 
(Voznesensky) suggested that 
donating your organs to save 
another person’s life was an 
honorable act to consider.  The 
retina, ear drum, skin, kidney, liver, 
lung and a few other body parts 
are acceptable.  But Metropolitan 
Philaret cautioned against 
transplants of  the heart.  Based 
on our Orthodox teachings, the 
heart is the focus of  our spiritual 
life.  Medical science has discovered 
that certain emotions and 
characteristics, including the likes 
and dislikes of  the donor, become 
new aspects of  the person receiving 
the heart.

During every church service, we 
pray for “a Christian ending to our 
life, painless, blameless, and a good 
defense at the dread judgment of  
Christ...” So we should always 
be ready to accept our final fate 
however it is given to us by God.  
Sadly, our society is allowing the 
gravely ill to choose the time of  
death through euthanasia.  To 
basically commit suicide or have 
someone kill you upon your request 
is a grave sin. 

But, is it fair to force someone to 
suffer excruciating pain in their 
death throws?  This brings us 
to what medical procedures are 
acceptable to Orthodox Christians 
and which would be considered 
extreme or unethical.  While 
euthanasia is discounted outright, 
what about resuscitation if  there 
is a medical chance to revive a 
person?  Most spiritually strong 
faithful reject being attached to 
heart/lung machines to artificially 
keep them alive. This is a private 
personal choice that should be 
made known to relatives and close 
friends.  A problem for Orthodox 
Christians sometime arises when 
in the effort to “make the patient 
comfortable”, drugs are continually 
administered and the patient is not 
conscious enough to recognize the 
Priest and give a final Confession 
and receive Holy Communion, 
which is so important for one’s 
spiritual life in the final days. 

Another aspect of  modern medical 
capabilities has to do with infertility 
and the procedures for In Vitro 
Fertilization, frozen sperm, frozen 
eggs, surrogate pregnancy.  The 
natural way of  begetting children 
is of  course the acceptable and 
ideal Orthodox Christian standard.  
Each of  the modern medical 
procedures mentioned above 
touches on a variety of  ethical 
dilemmas which I don’t have the 
expertise to fully develop in this 

article.  This is a deep and very 
private circumstance for couples 
to face in striving to have a family.  
For some, adoption is a solution.  
Often times after adoption, a 
child is born to the couple who, 
seemingly, had not been able to 
conceive.  It’s best to confide in 
one’s Spiritual Father for personal 
support and detailed guidance.  
And of  course, individual and 
private solutions can certainly be 
discussed with one’s Parish Priest, 
Confessor, and even our Church 
Hierarchs.

May the Lord bless and guide us 
all to a fuller and more dedicated 
Orthodox Christian Life.

REPOSED IN THE LORD
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TRAVELS WITH FATHER STEFAN AND MATUSHKA TATIANA 
Father Stefan

People travel for many reasons, but for Matushka 
Tatiana and me, visiting Holy Sites and 

participating in church services, whenever possible, 
is what makes travel worthwhile.  Because our 
daughter, Olga, and son-in-law Andrei Schafranek 
would be leaving Moscow at the end of  summer 
after completing his work assignment, Matushka and 
I decided to visit Russia one more time.  This time, 
however, we took along Matushka’s sister, Marina 
Rudko, for her first visit to Russia.  On this trip, we 
were also joined by Andrei’s parents, Alexei and Maria 
Schafranek, and Andrei’s uncle, Alexander Kulesha.  
Most of  our adventures were happily shared.
 
Matushka Tatiana and Marina left on May 14 while 
I stayed behind to attend Akt, our Parish Russian 
School graduation.  I only arrived on Tuesday, May 
21.  The following day was a double Church Holiday, 
Mid-Pentecost (Преполовение) and the Feast of  the 
Translation of  the Holy Relics of  Saint Nicholas.  
Since our daughter and son-in-law’s local church is 
Saint Nicholas Church (Храм Никола́я Чудотво́рца 
в Хамо́вниках), it seemed appropriate to go there for 
church services.   After Divine Liturgy, Olga and our 
grandchildren, Elena and Fevronia, were invited to 
come along with me to lunch in the Parish Trapeza.
 

It took a few days to get over jet lag 
and travel fatigue, then on Sunday, 
the entire family arrived in Saint 
Petersburg after taking a ‘’Sapsan,’’ 
the Russian high-speed bullet 
train.  We attended Divine Liturgy 
at the Church of  the Savior on 
Spilled Blood (Собо́р Воскресе́ния 
Христо́ва на Крови́).  Also known 
as Xрам Спа́са на Крови́, the 
church is dedicated to the Holy 
Resurrection and built in memory 
of  the brutal assassination of  Tsar 
Alexander II.  Although we came 
late to Liturgy, I was honored to be 
invited to participate in the daily 
Paschal Procession of  the Cross, 
which is celebrated during the 
Paschal Season.
 
We then rushed off to attend Divine 
Liturgy at the Cathedral of  the 

Kazan Icon of  the Mother of  God.   Here I was able 
to receive Holy Communion and was again invited 
to participate in their procession.  Afterward, we all 
gathered at the burial site of  Prince Golenishchev-
Kutuzov and served a Lytia.  After Liturgy, we were 
invited to an upstairs dining room and ate with the 
clergy and employees of  the Cathedral. The Cathedral 
priests were very congenial and curious about Russian 
Orthodox life in America.
 
During our visit to Saint Petersburg, we also visited 
the Cemetery where Saint Xenia’s Relics are treasured 
and the Monastery where Saint John of  Kronstadt 
is buried.  At all the Holy Places we visited, we 
commemorated our Parish Members and everyone 
else we could remember.
 
To please our granddaughters (and ourselves), we took 
a special boat ride to Peterhof  to see its extensive park 
grounds.  We were awed by the size and scope of  this 
“City Park.”
 
We made a special van trip out to Kronstadt to see 
the Naval Cathedral of  Saint Nicholas and to visit 
the Saint John Kronstadt Residence Museum and 
pilgrimage site.  It was a deep honor to be allowed to 

 Father Stefan and Matushka Tatiana enjoyed many excursions with granddaughters, 
Fevronia and Elena, and their daughter Olga’s in-laws, Maria and Alexei Schafranek.

continued...
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sit in Saint John’s office chair while listening to very 
detailed accounts of  his life and trials. After returning 
to Saint Petersburg, we made a special visit to the 
Saints Peter and Paul Cathedral in the Peter and Paul 
Fortress (Петропавловская Kрепость) where all the 
Russian Tsars and Emperors are entombed.  There 
we were able to see, through the entry doors to a Side 
Chapel, the remains of  the Royal Martyrs. 
 
Upon our return to Moscow, another memorable 
excursion awaited us.  It was to the Great Lavra of  
Saint Sergius.   Monks of  the community graciously 
welcomed us to their Wine Cellar, then invited us to 
their Trapeza.  One monk even remembered serving 
Vigil in our Church in Burlingame.  What gave 
me the greatest joy was that the casing frame over 
the Holy Relics of  Saint Sergius was opened for 
us so we could kiss the actual relics of  the saint.  
We are deeply indebted to Aleksey Kovalenko for 
contacting his friends, once again, and arranging 
for us to receive an in-depth tour of  the Lavra.
 
We were also able to venerate the most precious 
icon of  the Theotokos in Russia. The Vladimir 
Icon is carefully protected in a Church inside 
the State Tretyakov Gallery and Museum. The 
Church has daily services and a parish family of  its 
own.  Before Her Holiest of  Icons, I prayed most 
fervently for myself, my family, and for our parish.
 
Since this was a return trip to Russia for me, 
I wondered if  I would still be impressed with 

Moscow.  Yes, I was.  The city is 
clean and well-kept with various 
areas beautifully preserved.  One 
person said, “We are all spruced up, 
not because of  the World Cup or 
the influx of  foreigners, but because 
we like and enjoy it for ourselves.”
 
The clergy also seemed much more 
open and talkative, sharing their 
feelings about the current state of  
things.  Some lamented the fact 
that there is a significant decline 
in marriages and baptisms from 
previous years, but those who do 
cleave to the Church are more 
dedicated and fervent in their 
Orthodox Faith.
 
As for my daughter, Olga, and her 
family, we can understand why they 
love the Russia of  today so much.  

There are churches, monasteries, and Holy Pilgrimage 
destinations in every direction.  Special theaters, 
programs, shows, activities, libraries and parks are 
all directed toward children for their amusement and 
education.  There is an atmosphere of  protecting, 
preserving, and prolonging childhood innocence as 
long as possible. 
 
All of  these are compelling reasons for keeping open 
ties with Russia even after Olga, Andrei and the girls 
return to their home in New Jersey.  As for Matushka 
and me, it was a wonderful gift for us to share their life 
in Russia, even for a short time.  

 Everyone was impressed with the gardens at Peterhof  Palace.

Father Stefan served a panihida at General Kutuzov’s 
resting place in Kazan Cathedral, St. Petersburg.
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
Dimitry Bobrof f CHURCH COUNCIL  

MEMBERS
V. Rev. Mitred Archpriest 

Stefan Pavlenko, 
Rector

(650) 430-9805

Ivan Afanasiev, 
Starosta 

(650) 589-7617

Alexei Baranoff, 
Treasurer 

(916) 799-0898

Yura Misersky, 
Secretary 

(650) 579-2667
 

Matushka Tatiana Pavlenko,
Head Sister 

(650) 430-9806
 

Andrei Roudenko
Choir Director
(650) 922-0250

Andrei Alexeeff
(650) 787-2145 

Dimitry Bobroff
(408) 257-6918

Oleg Bolshakoff 
(415) 759-8582

Bill Gilchrist 
(415) 518-5028

Alexander Loboda 
(650) 654-5447

Marina Roudenko
(650) 483-3412

Tanya Bolshakoff
Alternate

(650) 291-7289

We’re sending a Big Thank 
You to all our Stewards.  

Most of  you have now been 
Stewards for almost seven years 
and we thank you very much for 
donating regularly to the fund.  
Our Stewardship Program has 
allowed us to undertake major 
projects that have maintained 
and improved our Church. 

We have recently completed the 
installation of  metal doors in our 
downstairs Church Hall (at a cost of  $11,000) and are now planning to fix the 
cracks and paint the exterior of  the Church (estimated cost over $30,000).  We 
were surprised to discover extensive dry rot on the roof  facias which will need 
to be replaced before painting. 

Other projects being planned include painting the inside of  the altar 
ceiling and walls, as well as replacing the red-carpet runner.

Our stained glass windows continue to be designed by artists Olga Parr 
and Svetlana Avdeeva and installed one at a time.  Their designs are 
magnificent.  Hopefully, the third window has been installed by the 
time you read this.  The theme of  the next four windows will be famous 
Russian Churches and bell tower.  The artists are currently completing 
their designs.

Please continue to support our Stewardship Program.  To date, our 
pledges fulfill 80% of  our target.  To reach 100%, we need new Stewards 
to sign up.

Our Russian Orthodox Churches 
in the United States do not get any 
outside financial help, neither from 
the State or the Federal Government.   
Neither is there a tithe rule (10% of  
your income) which other churches 
require.  All of  our expenses are 
strictly borne by parishioners and 
donors.  Our expenses also include 
providing a certain percentage of  
our income to go to our Western 
American Diocese to support them.  

Aside from becoming a Steward, 
please consider becoming a formal 
parish member if  you qualify.  The 
dues are only $20 per working adult.  
Talk to Father Stefan if  you wish to 
become a formal parish member.

The metal doors in the 
Church Hall have been 
purchased and installed 
with stewardship funds.

Here’s the third stained glass window 
before installation.
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On July 13, 2019, Father John Parsells arrived to film a 
360-degree Virtual Tour of  our Church. The filming 

included 360-degree views of  all interior and exterior 
areas, including aerial footage using a drone overhead.  
The Parish Council voted to hire Father John to create this 
Virtual Tour for our new website, as well as to document 
everything for insurance purposes.  By the way, we are still 
looking for a webmaster!  Can you help?  

A week prior to Father John’s video filming, Council 
Member Andrei Alexeeff suggested we clean and de-clut-
ter the Church to make it presentable.  The short period 
of  time was a challenge.  E-mails were sent to various 
groups, asking for volunteers.  The response was gratify-
ing.  Everybody pulled together.

Members of  the Sisterhood, specifically Luba 
Gauschieldt, Nina Eyvazov, Tanya Ionoff, and Vera Pol-
ski, focused on the kitchen, the hall, and the downstairs 
storage room.  Members of  the Russian School which 
included Svetlana Avdeeva, Irina Irklienko, and Tamara 
Sheremeta dusted, cleaned and polished the office and 
all classroom areas. 

On Saturday morning, before the arrival of  Father John 
Parsells, Andrei Alexeeff’s group focused on the church 
areas, scraping the floor of  wax and cleaning the rug.  
This group consisted of  Andrei, his wife Ellen, Bill 
Gilchrist, Vanya Afanasiev, Aleksey Kovalenko, Luba 
Gauschieldt, Vera Polski, and Kostya Belonogoff.  In 
addition, Father Stefan and Alyosha Baranoff cleaned 
the altar area so everything was shiny and in place.  By 
2 p.m., the Church was in pristine condition, ready to 
be filmed.  The Parish Council is grateful to everyone 
who participated in this effort.  When Father John ar-
rived at the appointed hour, he mentioned to Father 
Stefan that “this was one of  the cleanest churches he 
has photographed”.

The Parish Council also thanks Andrei Maximow for com-
municating to Father John the local requirements for using a 
drone.  And the Council also thanks Andrei Roudenko who 
worked closely with Father John to choose the appropriate 
audio recordings sung by our choir.

Father John Parsells is the Rector of  Christ the Savior 
Church (OCA) in Berlin, Maryland.  He is the creator of  
Orthodox Web Solutions and provides templates for web-
sites for Orthodox churches.  We have contracted with him 
to use his templates to develop our new website.

The URL for the completed virtual tour of  our church is  
https://orthodox360.com/tours/rocor-burlingame/  It is an 
interactive tour and a voyage of  discovery.  You can navigate 
to different areas of  the church by clicking on “hot spots” 
(the flashing circles), by using the menu, or by clicking on the 
arrows on the sides of  the screen. At each segment, you can 
zoom in, or move the cursor up or down to see what is above 
or below.

Take a look yourself.  I think the results are spectacu-
lar.  The next step will be seeing it on our new website.

After reading the article for instructions, 
take a look at the Virtual Tour  

of  our Church.

ORTHODOX 360 VIRTUAL TOUR OF OUR CHURCH 
Dimitry Bobrof f
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WANTED:  A WEBMASTER FOR OUR NEW WEBSITE 
Dimitry Bobrof f

How would you like to be the Webmaster of  our new website?   You can harness your 
creative and artistic talents while providing our parish with a much-needed service.

Our current website at http://allrussiansaintsburlingame.org is plain and static.  It 
has very little useful or informative content.   Aside from our schedule of  services, the 

Newsletter archives, and a link to Livestreaming, the rest of  the content is currently non-
existent or out-of-date.  There is little to attract visitors to return again and again. 

The Parish Council has contracted with Orthodox Web Solutions to provide us with 
appropriate church templates that can be tailored to fit the needs of  the Church of  All 

Russian Saints in Burlingame, California.  Adding new material to our new website will be 
relatively easy and straightforward.    However, in order to be useful, the website should be 

refreshed with new and timely content on a continual basis.    

If  you are a regular attendee of  our parish, please consider volunteering to be the 
webmaster of  our new website.  There is no coding or programming involved and you 

do not need to be a technical whiz.  Your initial role will be to design the look of  the new 
website using the provided templates and populating it with appropriate material plus links 
to other informative websites.  On an on-going basis, the role of  a webmaster is similar to 
that of  being an editor of  a newsletter:  gathering or writing articles, proofing the copy, 

collecting pictures, then uploading these materials to the host of  the website.   

You can count on some of  our parishioners to provide material on a regular basis.  
Specifically, Father Stefan for the monthly calendar of  church services; Ludmilla Bobroff 
for a bimonthly pdf  newsletter file; and Andrei Roudenko for Choir News.  In addition, 
the Sisterhood and the Russian School will contribute information on upcoming events.

Before volunteering, take a look at the Orthodox Web Solutions (OWS) website (https://
orthodoxws.com/) to see their portfolio of  completed websites.  As an example, our 
Western America Diocese website, https://wadiocese.org/, is based on one of  their 

templates.  Our website will be both in English and Russian where appropriate.

Hope this volunteer job interests you.  Please email Dimitry Bobroff (jbobroff@aol.
com) to express your interest.  Also, please contact Parish Council Member Alex Loboda 
(loboda@yahoo.com), who has completed the initial deliberations with Orthodox Web 

Solutions and can provide you with a list of  requirements for our website.
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ALLA AVISOV: IN HER OWN WORDS

continued...

I was born in Kiev in September 1931, a few months 
before the start of  the great famine in Ukraine, 

known as the Holodomor.  I was the only child of  
Maria and Vilmar Froehlich.  Mother was Russian.  
Father was German.  When I turned one, I came 
down with typhoid.  My parents fed me pureed 
and strained food and took turns walking with me 
incessantly, fearing that my cries would cause internal 
bleeding.  Because of  their diligent love, I survived.

Since I was an only child, both parents and 
grandparents pampered me.  Mother was an 
accomplished pianist, having completed the Kiev 
Conservatory of  Music.  At the insistence of  her 
father, however, she started working at a cable factory 
as an accountant, a more practical profession, he said.  
She was also a great seamstress and loved to design 
beautiful embroidered items.

My grandfather, Vladimir Ivanovich Burechuk-
Abramovich, was a highly educated chemist.  I learned 

to read by age four while sitting on his lap as he read 
the newspaper.  He taught me to love books while my 
German great-grandfather, Karl Francovich Froehlich, 
fascinated me with his collection of  German books 
which contained many gilded pages.

My German grandmother, Adelia Vilmarovna 
Froehlich, loved growing flowers, a passion she passed 
along to me.  She and my father were both born 
in Kiev but the authorities considered them to be 
German nevertheless.  Father was a happy individual, 
always finding humor regardless of  the circumstances.  
He loved to entertain friends at their many gatherings, 
bringing them merriment through songs and jokes.

During the Bolshevik Revolution, he joined the White 
Army at age 16.  He became desperately ill while 
fighting the Bolsheviks, but survived the endeavor 
after his mother found him at the front, brought him 
back to Kiev, and nursed him back to health.  For the 
rest of  his life, he suffered from a weak constitution.  
He kept his past secret and was unable to receive a 
good education or seek professional advancement.  
Nevertheless, he was a master of  all trades and 
became a supervisor at a facility that fought against 
outbreaks of  malaria and other diseases caused by 
mosquitos and flies.

On the night Germany invaded Russia, June 22, 
1941, my father was arrested by the NKVD and was 
never heard from again. Seventy-eight years later, we 
obtained his NKVD file, attesting to the fact that he 
was put on a train that same night and sent to Prison 
1 in Novosibirsk, 2148 miles away.  Months later, he 
was brought to trial.  Without any evidence, he was 
accused of  being a German spy and sentenced to five 
years in a labor camp somewhere in Siberia.  There, 
he perished along with tens of  thousands of  other 
similarly innocent citizens of  the Soviet Union.

We did not know any of  this for nearly eight decades 
and continued to live as best we could.  Kiev was 
soon overrun by the invading German Army and 
life was to take a new turn for us.  During the Soviet 
evacuation of  Kiev in summer 1941, my mother 
asked to be included in the list of  evacuees, thinking 
there was a slight chance her husband was still alive 

Long-time parishioner, Alla Avisov, shares 
memories of  her life.
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and would be sent east.  But my mother’s request was 
denied because, in the words of  one official, “family 
members of  traitors are not evacuated.”  That sealed 
my family’s fate.  From then on, we lived under the 
Germans during their occupation of  Kiev.

From 1941 until 1943, I attended a Russian school 
until it closed, then a Ukrainian school that also 
closed, and finally a German school where I learned 
to speak and write in German.  Through necessity, 
my mother found employment as a teacher of  
embroidery and handiworks.  My grandfather worked 
at a sugar factory and sometimes brought home 
molasses.  By these means, my family earned enough 
to sustain us.

In 1943, the Soviet Army started advancing west, 
pushing the Germans out of  Ukraine.  It became 
obvious to us that remaining in Kiev would doom 
our family to a certain death.  We would be accused 
of  being collaborators and traitors to Mother 
Russia.  Staying behind was not an option, so we 
boarded a train which was evacuating the German 
school and headed west to Germany, keeping in 
mind the location of  the Soviet Army as it was 
getting closer to us.

Mother was very fearful of  falling into the hands 
of  the Soviets.  After many months of  surviving in 
various refugee camps, she found a way for the four 
of  us to travel to a small village in Bavaria, named 
Sulzschneid.  Located 20 km from the Alps, Mother 
was ready to flee with me on foot over the mountains 
to Italy with a pillowcase full of  dry bread in the event 
the Soviets would show up in our town.  Fortunately, 
we did not have to do that.  Instead, tanks full of  
smiling American soldiers, chewing gum and eating 
oranges, came rolling into town.  We were ecstatic and 
thought we were safe.  But that was not to be. 

The Soviets were still in pursuit of  former Soviet 
citizens whom they thought needed to return to 
their homeland, by force if  necessary.  They spread 
propaganda about how much the authorities desired 
to have their citizens back.  Those who refused were 
traitors to their country, they claimed.

After several close calls, Mother obtained false Polish 
documents that said we were from Poland.  We had to 
appear before several American and Soviet panels to 

determine our identity.  We passed them all, thanks to 
my mother who was able to speak Polish.  I was told 
to just smile and pretend I didn’t understand anything 
that was going on around me.

In this manner, we were able to enter the DP camp 
system (displaced persons) in Bavaria, ending in a 
DP camp in Schleissheim near Munich.  When the 
Americans finally understood why so many Russians 
and  Eastern Europeans were refusing to return to 
their homeland because of  the horrors that awaited 
them, they stopped repatriating people.  My mother 
quickly got rid of  the false Polish documents.

We lived in DP camp Schleissheim for five years.  
I took advantage of  the opportunities that were 
presented to me there and studied very hard, trying to 
catch up with all the schooling I had missed because 
of  the war.  I took classes from a myriad of  individuals 
with impressive professional backgrounds: scientists, 
musicians, professors, and technicians in all fields.  I 
attended classes in all areas that were required of  high 
school students, such as physics, math, Latin, German, 
history and literature.  The school’s coursework was 
recognized by the German Ministry of  Education.  
Besides working on the required curricula, I also took 
up typing and technical drawing.  I made lifelong 
friends in this camp, and my memories of  this period 
in my life are happy ones.  Meanwhile, we waited for 
news regarding which country would offer us asylum.

Such an offer came to us in 1950 from Venezuela 
where we lived the next 17 years.  We soon established 
ourselves there and I received employment as 
a technical draftsperson for the Electricidad de 
Caracas where I worked for the next 17 years.  In 
Venezuela, I met and married my first husband, 
Georgii Evgenevich Guzalowsky, with whom I had 
three children: Tatiana, George and Irene.  They all 
became fine individuals with good professions and 
children of  their own.

Upon my husband’s untimely tragic death in 1967 
in a car accident, I moved my mother and my three 
children to California.  My grandparents had died in 
Venezuela.  Once we immigrated to the San Francisco 
Bay Area that same year, I attended a community 
college and studied Library Science as well as Real 
Estate.  Because of  my love for books and the fact 
that I was fluent in several languages, I soon found 

continued...
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employment at Stanford University as an assistant to 
Dr. Wojciech Zalewski, curator of  the Department 
of  Russian and European countries.  I thoroughly 
enjoyed my job working with book dealers, with 
universities around the world, and with foreign and 
emigre sources.  My job entailed ordering books in 
literature and searching for rare books and editions 
that would enhance the library and build a collection 
that would benefit students, professors and researchers 
at the university and abroad.  I worked at Stanford’s 
Main Library for the next 35 years, retiring in 2006.

In 1972, I married my second 
husband, George Borisovich 
Avisov, an aeronautical and 
mechanical engineer by 
profession.  He was born 
in Russia and during the 
turmoil in Europe, he also 
found refuge in DP camp 
Schleissheim.  We met in high 
school in Germany, then in 
1950 went our separate ways.

Georgii Borisovich worked for 
23 years at the Naval Facility 
in San Bruno, California 
until his retirement in 1998.  
He was a founding member 
of  the Congress of  Russian 
Americans and became 
president of  the organization 

from 1993 until 1999.  A few years ago, 
he suffered a stroke that left him paralyzed 
on one side.  He now lives in a specialized 
facility where he is provided with constant 
care.  His biography has yet to be written.

My mother, Maria Vladimirovna 
Froehlich, died in 1987 of  natural causes.  
We lived together all of  my life.  My life 
story could not have been possible if  not 
for her emotional strength, perseverance 
and will to live.  The many hardships 
she endured are unthinkable.  She never 
remarried and dedicated her entire life to 
me and to my children.

Today, I live in a house, purchased in 
1968, near the Church of  All Russian 
Saints in Burlingame.  Over the years, I 

have participated in many church activities, including 
singing in the church choir, being a member of  the 
Sisterhood, and teaching Russian for nine years in 
the Parish Russian School.  The Church gives me a 
sense of  community and nourishes my faith.  I am 
grateful to God that I can still live in my home and 
that I have friends and family who assist me.  I pray to 
God that things will continue to go well for me and for 
my family and that my Guardian Angel will help me 
weather all perils and keep strong my love for life.         

Adult children from her first marriage:  
Tatiana, George, and Irene.

During healthier days, second husband George 
Avisov (standing) and Alla (seated with the 

grandchildren) celebrate the Nativity with the family.
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Below are Brief Biographies of contemporary 
composers whose works will Be performed 
in this order during our novemBer 17 
concert

Vladimir Fainer 
was born in 
1966 in Kharkov, 
Ukraine, where 
he currently 
lives.  He studied 
composition 
independently.  At 
the age of  sixteen, 
he was baptized 
in the Orthodox 
Church. In 1988, 
he graduated 
from the Kharkiv 

Music School where he played wind instruments 
and keyboard, and later engaged in sound 
recording and study of  old scores and musical-
theoretical references.  In the period 1994-1997, he 
collaborated with the choir of  the St. Elias Church 
in Krasnodar.  In 2005, he became acquainted 
with the choir of  the Holy Pokrovsky Monastery in 
Kharkov, whose director, Anna Shcheglova, showed 
deep interest in his compositions, most of  which are 
now part of  the repertoire of  the choir. 

Arvo Pärt, an 
Estonian compos-
er of  classical and 
religious music, 
was born in 1935. 
Since the late 
1970s, Pärt has 
worked in a mini-
malist (simple) 
style that employs 
his self-invented 
compositional 
technique, tintin-
nabuli (bell-like).  
Pärt’s music is, in part, inspired by Gregorian chant.

Today, most Russian Orthodox choir directors, 
singers and knowledgeable churchgoers 

recognize names such as Chesnokov, Kastalsky, 
Smolensky, Archangelsky and others as belonging 
to revered composers of  church music.  But back in 
the days when these and other luminaries initially 
began composing, they were virtually unknown 
outside of  their academic circles.  It was thanks 
to some of  the leading choruses in Moscow who 
included their then-contemporaries’ works in their 
concerts, that new compositions were introduced.  
During the period of  official persecution of  religion 
in the Soviet Union, church music composers 
remained active, but their number was small in 
comparison with composers creating works during 
pre-revolutionary Russia, and now, post-Soviet 
Russia.  With the revival of  the Church, there is an 
increasing number of  new church music composers 
whose names are not well known yet, but in time, 
may be.

Our upcoming concert on Sunday, November 
17, will feature works by living composers, 
whose works are earning a place in our parish 
liturgical repertoire.  Our concert will begin with 
a musical tribute to our local sensation - Mikhail 
Konstantinov (1904-1982).  We will conclude our 
concert with a work by Dmitri Bortniansky (1751-
1825), arguably the founder of  modern church 
music composition.  But, in between, we will 
introduce works by our contemporaries who work 
in Russia (Archbishop Ionafan Yeletskih, Vladimir 
Kovaldzhi), Estonia (Arvo Pärt), Belarus (Nun 
Yulianna Denisova), Ukraine (Vladimir Fainer) 
and the United States (Fr. Michael van Opstall, 
Sergei Riabchenko and Kurt Sander) - truly, an 
international cast!  Brief  biographies are provided 
in a related article in this newsletter.

We invite you to come to our concert for an 
introduction to works that you will hear in our services. 

Our choir’s August coffee hour fundraiser for the 
Bethany School in the Holy Land was a major 
success. We are grateful to all of  our “individual 
contributors” and for two significant donations 
- one from our Parish School and one from our 
Sisterhood – thank you Pedagogi and Sestrichki!

UPCOMING CONCERT OF WORKS 
BY CONTEMPORARY COMPOSERS 
Andrei Roudenko

continued...
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Vladimir Kovaldzhi 
was born in 1965 in 
Moscow, where he 
lives today.  From the 
late 80s, he sang and 
then conducted in the 
churches of  John the 
Baptist on Presnya 
Street, and the Trinity 
on Gryazeh (Pokrovka) 
Street in Moscow.  He 
is the author of  many 

arrangements of  church hymns.  He created the site 
“Kliros” - one of  the largest church singing libraries. 
Our choir sings his Communion “stihi”, notably 
“Chashu spaseniaya …” glorifying the Mother of  God.

Sergei Riabchenko 
is among the most 
prolific composers of  
Russian Orthodox 
Church music of  our 
time, working here 
in San Francisco.  
Born in 1964 in 
Zhukovskiy, Moscow 
region, Sergei 
received a Bachelor’s 
Degree from Pushkin 
Music College in 
Russia, where he was the Grand Prix winner of  the 
Moscow Young Musicians Festival.  He received his 
Masters from the Moscow Conservatory of  Music 
with a degree in cello performance and teaching, 
and a minor in composition. Sergei performed 
with the Moscow Symphony Orchestra until 1990.  
Upon moving to the United States, he taught for 
three years at San Francisco State University and 
performed with the Russian Chamber Orchestra 
and the Arlekin String Quartet.  To quote Vladimir 
(Vova) Krassovsky, Sergei’s works are “a fresh 
and interesting take” on traditional church music 
composition.

Archpriest 
Michael van 
Opstall is the 
founding rector of  
St. George Russian 
Orthodox Church in 
West Jordan, Utah. 
He was baptized into 
the Russian Orthodox 
Church in 1999, and 
was ordained priest in 
2006.  Father Michael 
is the father of  four 

children and a professor of  mathematics at the 
University of  Utah.  

Nun Yulianna (Denisova) 
originally in the world, Irina, 
was born on September 
6, 1957 in Minsk.  She 
studied theory and 
composition at the prestigious 
(then) Leningrad State 
Conservatory of  Music in the 
Soviet Union. She was always 
attracted by spiritual chants, 
saying, “For me, music, was 

like Rublev icons. The Vladimir Icon of  the Mother of  God 
inspired pacifying melodies.” She took the Monastic vows in 
her 50s.  

Archbishop Ionafan (in the world Anatoly Ivanovich 
Yeletskih) was born on January 30, 1949, in the Shatalovka 
village of  the Voronezh region.  From November 22, 
2006, he was the ruling bishop of  the Tulchin and Bratslav 
diocese, formed in 1994 (with its center in the city of  
Tulchin in the territory 
of  the Vinnitsa region) of  
the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church (Moscow 
Patriarchate).  Archbishop 
Ionafan published his 
“Chernobyl” Liturgy 
in 2008, in a tribute to 
those who suffered from 
the Chernobyl nuclear 
accident in 1986. (Our 
choir has sung “Veruyu 
…” (Credo) from his 
“Chernobyl” Liturgy in 
our services.) 

Kurt Sander, an American composer of  choral and 
instrumental works, was born on April 27, 1969.  In 1995, 
Sander converted to the Russian Orthodox Church and 
has dedicated much of  his work to the composition of  
choral music inspired by the Orthodox Christian Church. 
His works appear in both English and Church Slavonic 
settings.  Sander received a D.M. in Music Composition 
from Northwestern University where he studied with 

Alan Stout and Andrew 
Imbrie.  Currently a 
Professor of  Composition 
at Northern Kentucky 
University, in April 2019, 
Sander’s Divine Liturgy of  
St. John Chrysostom was 
released on the Reference 
Recordings label, performed 
by the PaTRAM Institute 
Choir with Peter Jermihov 
conducting.
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School bells are ringing once again for 
the start of  the 67th year of  the Parish 

Russian School at the Church of  All 
Russian Saints.  Both the school and the 
church came into existence simultaneously 
in 1952.  Enrollment for classes starts on 
Tuesday, September 10 at 4:30 p.m. in the 
Church Hall.  Children between the ages 
of  four and sixteen are welcome to attend.  
Following registration, classes will start 
that afternoon and be held every Tuesday 
from 4:30 to 7:20 p.m.  School fees are $90 
per month for one child and $135 for two 
children or more.  
 
The Parish Russian School with 13 grades, 
including two Kindergarten classes, three 
Elementary School classes, and eight 
High School classes, has approximately 
50 students and ten teachers.  While the majority of  
classes are taught exclusively in Russian, several are 
taught bilingually in both Russian and English for 
students who are not fluent in the Russian language.  

All students who complete 13 years of  schooling 
graduate with knowledge of  the Russian language, 
literature, history, and Orthodoxy.  Except for Saints 
Cyrill & Methodius High School at the Holy Virgin 
Cathedral in San Francisco, the Burlingame Parish 
Russian School is the only language school in the San 
Francisco Bay Area that teaches Russian Orthodoxy.

Because our school is geared toward Russian-speaking 
Orthodox children, we encourage them to attend 
church services as often as possible.   Classes begin and 
end with prayers.   After registration on September 
10, Father Stefan will serve a Moleben, praying for 
a productive school year.  The school encourages 
students, parents and teachers to take confession and 
communion together for Nativity and Pascha/Easter.

As students’ comfort level grows, boys often become 
altar servers, girls start singing in the choir, and 
parents start volunteering at school events as well as 
church luncheons and receptions.  Becoming active 
is especially helpful to recent immigrants since it 
provides an introduction into the Russian-American 
Orthodox community.  

The Russian School also offers instruction in both 
Russian and English to adults on the following 
subjects: the Russian Language, Literature, History, 
the Orthodox Divine Liturgy service (on the Kliros) 
and Russian Orthodoxy in general, upon request. 
.
Besides weekly classroom instruction, the Russian 
School holds a Yolka Christmas party in celebration 
of  the Nativity.  In 2020, Yolka will be held on Sunday, 
January 12 after Divine Liturgy in the Church Hall. 
“Akt” (graduation) will be held at the end of  May after 
Divine Liturgy, marking the completion of  the 67th 
school year and honoring students who have excelled.

In addition, school children from our Parish Russian 
School assist elderly visitors from nursing homes 
when they attend services during Bright Week held 
after Pascha/Easter.  Our children also perform in 
early May at the Russian Center during the Day of  
the Russian Child and collect donations for needy 
Russian children.  In summer, many sign up for a two 
week camp sponsored by Saint George Pathfinders, a 
Russian Scouts organization for boys and girls.
 
We hope to welcome your child to our Parish Russian 
School this year.  For more information, click on  
http://www.dorogadomoj.com 

PARISH RUSSIAN SCHOOL BEGINS SEPTEMBER 10 
Aleksandr Nikolaevich Miroshnichenko, Director

Students attend Akt (graduation) on the 
last day of  school.
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Approximately 250 guests joyously celebrated the 
high school graduation of  four students who 

completed ten years of  courses required by the Parish 
Russian School located in Burlingame, California.  
The White Ball was held at the Russian Center in 
San Francisco on June 9, 2019.  Archpriest Stefan 
Pavlenko, rector of  the Church of  All Russian Saints, 
began the festivities with opening prayers.  Misha 
Danich was the master of  ceremonies.  Chairperson 
of  the White Ball was Irene Danich Motoviloff with 
parents and grandparents of  all the graduates assisting.   

Dancing the traditional waltz with their invited dance 
partners were graduates Olivia Baksheeff, daughter 
of  Andrew and Amy Baksheeff; Christopher Ching, 
son of  Katherine Kolenko and Brian Ching; David 
Dubinsky, son of  Oxana Nadelson and Dan Dubinsky; 
and Walter Motoviloff, son of  Irene Danich Motoviloff 
and the late Nick Motoviloff.  What was unique about 
these students was that they were participating in the 
school’s first bilingual class with teachers teaching the 
Law of  God, Russian history, and Russian literature in 
both Russian and English.  

Alexandr Nikolaevich Miroshnichenko, director of  
the Gimnasia, was unable to attend the White Ball 
so Assistant to the Director Svetlana Avdeeva read 
his speech.  Alexandr Nikolaevich wrote, “On behalf  
of  our Gimnazia and local Russian community, I am 
congratulating you on the successful completion of  the 
Russian course of  the Gimnazia for English speakers.  
You have received the basics of  the Russian Orthodox 
faith, culture and language.  Cherish this treasure and 
develop it further whenever possible.  Continue to 
attend the Orthodox Church, deepen your knowledge 
of  the Russian language, faith and culture.  May Our 
Lord God and the Most Pure Virgin Mary and All 
Russian Saints help you.” 

David Dubinsky was the only graduate to say his 
speech in Russian.  He had recently transferred from 
Saints Cyrill and Methodius Russian High School 
in San Francisco and thanked his teachers at both 
schools.

The other graduates said their speeches in English.  
Some grandparents were disappointed they did not 
hear how proficient their grandchildren had become 

FOUR STUDENTS GRADUATE FROM RUSSIAN SCHOOL 
Ludmillla Bobrof f

in the Russian language.  However, Amy Baksheeff, 
mother of  graduate Olivia Baksheeff, had a different 
perspective regarding the school.  “I am very happy 
that Olivia completed Russian School,” she said.  “I 
have always admired the Russian community and 
now, thanks to the school, Olivia is comfortable in 
that community and will have friendships that last a 
lifetime.”

After enjoying dinner prepared and served by City 
Forest Catering, the graduates and their partners, 
Anna Shmelev and Dantia Egorov, performed the 
intricately choreographed waltz.  The boys were 
handsomely dressed in white dinner jackets while 
Olivia wore a beautiful white ballgown.  The three 
couples had been practicing for months at Dance 
Vita in Belmont.  Next came a nostalgic dance with 
their parents.  Afterward, many guests, young and old, 
danced to music played by a DJ.  The Ball ended with 
a rousing “prisyatka” danced by many young adults, 
including Christopher Ching and Vova Motoviloff. 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR  
SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER

September 10
Parish russian school enrollment 

and first day of classes 

September 22
lunch PrePared by the sisterhood

OctOber 6
lunch PrePared by the sisterhood

pelmeni-making SeSSiOnS

September 19 and OctOber 27

if yOu can help, cOme tO the church hall 
anytime between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.  call luba 

gauSchieldt fOr mOre infOrmatiOn.
650-591-1605
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Proud parents dance the second waltz 
with their sons and daughters.

Before performing their traditional waltz, 
graduates and their partners pose with their 
instructor, Dance Vita of  Belmont, (center).

White Ball Chairperson Irene Danich Motoviloff  
with her son, Vladimir.

At the head table sat (left to right) Anna Shmelev, graduate David 
Dubinsky, Dantia Egorov, graduate Christopher Ching, graduate 

Olivia Baksheeff, and graduate Vladimir Motoviloff.    

A Night  
to  

Remember
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Church Treasurer Alexei Baranoff is tonsured a 
Reader by His Eminence Archbishop Kyrill.

Joining Archpriest Stefan in the Cross Procession around the 
Church are His Eminences Archbishop Gabriel, Archbishop Kyrill, 

Archbishop Mark, and His Grace Bishop Nikolai.

The camera catches the arc of  Holy Water as His 
Eminence Archbishop Gabriel blesses our Church.

Because our Church Feast Day followed the anniversary 
of  the Glorification of  Saint John of  Shanghai and San 

Francisco, guests from all over the world attended.

Church Feast Day
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 Andrei and Xenia Maximow, along with their children 
Stefanchik and Melania, wave goodbye as they prepare to 

move to New Jersey.  

On Bright Monday, Father Stefan served 
Liturgy with children at his side.

 The Russian School presented their 2019 graduates 
with a cake during Akt (graduation).

 Also on Bright Monday, the Sisterhood hosted a luncheon for 
disabled residents from St. John Kronstadt Skilled Nursing Facility.

Spring  
Events
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LIVESTREAM SERVICES 
For those who are homebound, hospitalized or 

unable to attend Church Services at the Church 
of  All Russian Saints in Burlingame, we have 
enabled live video streaming via the Internet.  
Live, as well as previously recorded Church 

Services are available at  
 

YouTube channel: 
 

http://bit.ly/burlingamechannel 
 

Alternatively, the link to the Church Services is 
also available on the church website at: 

http://www.allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/

Published with the blessing of  His Eminence Kyrill, 
Archbishop of  San Francisco and Western America, 

Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia.

T hank you to Ludmila and Boris Dok torov for graciously 
sponsoring the printing cost of this is sue in memor y of 
their son, Alexander, and Ludmila’s mother, Valentina, 

who would have been 100 years old this year.

ChurCh of All russiAn sAints 
A Parish of  the Western American Diocese of  the 

Russian Orthodox Church Outside of  Russia 
744 El Camino Real, Burlingame, CA 94010 
http://www.allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/
Rector:  Mitred Archpriest Stefan Pavlenko     

Cell: (650) 430-9805
See the schedule of  services on the Church website:  

http://allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/

PArish newsletter stAff 
Editor - Ludmilla Bobroff 

Art Designer - Xenia Maximow
Photographers - Dimitry Bobroff, Tanya  

Bolshakoff, Lena Gauschieldt, Margarita Herzen,  
and Matushka Tania Pavlenko

We welcome your suggestions on the type of  articles 
you would like to see in the Parish Newsletter.  Send 
your ideas to Ludmilla Bobroff at Ludmillaa@aol.

com or telephone (408) 257-6918.  Please write Par-
ish Newsletter in the Subject Line.  Deadline is one 

month prior to publication. 

Next Newsletter - NOVEMBER 2019

SALES DIRECTORY
Please support our advertisers.  All proceeds from 

ad sales go to the Stewardship Fund.  If  you would 
like your business card to appear in the next issue 
of  the Newsletter, please contact Dimitry Bobroff 
at  jbobroff@aol.com  Cost is $25.  Deadline for 

submitting cards and sending checks  
(made out to Church of  All Russian Saints) is  

October 1st.

DENTIST

ELECTRICIAN FUNERAL HOME
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SKILLED NURSING FACILITYSKILLED NURSING FACILITY

REAL ESTATE

SHOES FOR HEALTH

REAL ESTATE

PAVING AND CONCRETE HOME FOR THE ELDERLY


