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MESSAGE FROM ARCHPRIEST STEFAN

The most significant historical commemoration of  the Year 2018 is the 100th anniversary of  the brutal murder of  the Russian 
Royal Family. The event was memorialized at the Cathedral of  the Blood, built in Ekaterinburg on the very spot where the 
Ipatiev House once stood and the martyrdom of  the Royal Family took place.

On July 17, 2018, a midnight liturgy was officiated by the Patriarch.  Then, 100,000 
pilgrims walked in a Procession of  the Cross to a place called Ganina Yama where 
the bodies of  the martyrs were subsequently thrown into a mine shaft.  Clergy 
and the faithful of  our Russian Church Abroad participated in this historical 
event.  Among them was our daughter Olga Schafranek, who pushed a stroller 
with our little five-year-old granddaughter Elenochka, riding inside.  The two of  
them completed the 13-mile journey in each direction, finally arriving back in 
Ekaterinburg and collapsing into bed at an Airbnb reserved in advance.  

We were not able to attend the 100th anniversary commemoration due to previous 
scheduling, but were humbly joyful, watching live video transmission of  the event 
via Facetime with Olia and Elenochka, as well as reading the posts on the Internet 
by many others. The Procession has become an annual event, but this year’s 
anniversary date made it of  special significance. 
 
The Orthodox Church’s religious/liturgical year begins on September 14.  Just like 
in January when the legal New Year begins, we should ponder God’s gift to us of  

Elenochka and Olga Schafranek 
at the Procession of  the Cross

1918-2018

100 Years  since the  
Brutal Martyrdom of the 

Romanov Royal Family

1030 Years  
of the  

Baptism of Rus’

988-2018

VOLUME 6 NUMBER 4                      
September/October 2018 



Time, and resolve to use our Time in 
this world wisely.  We should plan our 
day to always include morning and 
evening prayers.  We should resolve 
to fast on Wednesdays, Fridays, on 
appointed individual fasting days, and 
during lengthy fasts.  (The next one 
is the Nativity Fast which starts on 
Wednesday, November 28.)

We need to check the church calendar 
in advance and prioritize attendance 
to all 12 major Feast Days.  (The next 
major ones are the Nativity of  the 
Theotokos on September 21 and the 
Exaltation of  the Cross on September 
27.)

Along with Feast Day attendance, it is 
important to attend Church weekly on 
the Day of  the Lord, which is Sunday.  
We should truly feel we are missing 
something vital in our lives if  we allow 
ourselves not to attend the Sunday 
cycle of  services.  This includes Vigil 
every Saturday evening and Divine 
Liturgy every Sunday morning.

It is of  utmost importance for our 
spiritual health that, along with 
church attendance, we bring Christ’s 
love, compassion, and mercy into all 
our daily relationships with family, 
relatives, friends, neighbors, co-
workers, and people with whom we 
associate. This could be the season 
of  change when we grow spiritually 
and become a light to people around 
us.  By seeing Orthodox Christians 
witnessing their faith may inspire 
others to draw nearer to our beloved 
Orthodox Christian Church.      

Tatiana and I are deeply grateful to His Eminence Archbishop Kyrill, our 
Parish Council, and all the members of  our Burlingame Church for allowing 

us to take a long leave of  absence to visit Russia and France this summer.

Our dream trip started with an invitation to participate in the wedding of  
Andrei Afanasiev and Diana Romanovska on July 15 in Nice, France.  This 
made it possible for us to travel afterward to Moscow to visit our daughter Olga 
Schafranek and her family who are temporarily living there.  With heartfelt 
gratitude, we thank Andrei and Diana, as well as the groom’s mother, Ludmila 
Afanasiev, the wife of  our starosta, Ivan Afanasiev, for their generous gift.  Since 
the parish priest in Nice had a second wedding and a baptism to perform that 
day, I officiated at the joyful ceremony.  May Our Lord Jesus Christ send the 
newlyweds many blessings as they begin their new life together.

Before the wedding, we couldn’t resist flying to the City of  Lights to enjoy the 
delicious French food, meander the streets, and search for a particular embroidery 
shop Matushka wanted to visit. Along the way, we came across Saints Lue and 
Giles Catholic Church which had posted a flyer written in Russian.  Matushka 
Tatiana recalled that the Holy Relics of  Equal to the Apostles Holy Empress 
Helena were located there.  The flyer announced that in November, a Russian 
Orthodox Service would be held at the church, commemorating the 100th year of  
the return of  the Holy Relics of  Equal to the Apostles Holy Empress Helena.  Of  
course, we had to go inside to venerate the Holy Relics.

We tried every door but all were locked.  Finally, we found an intercom button 
and a voice said to return at 2 p.m.  We returned and a gentleman, who may have 
been the guard or the janitor, unlocked the lower grotto and permitted us inside 

Father Stefan and Matushka Tatiana arrive in Tver with their daughter, Olga, and  
granddaughters, Fevronia (in the stroller) and Elenochka.
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to pray.  We prayed for everyone we could remember and 
especially all our Helens, parishioners, relatives, and friends.  
As we departed, he gave us a pack of  photos of  the elaborate 
reliquary which was very western and gothic in design.  He 
seemed appreciative of  our reverence to the Holy Relics.    

After the wedding, we were off to Moscow to spend time 
with our daughter Olga, her husband, Andrei, and their 
two precious daughters, Elenochka and Fevronia. We visited 
and I served in the Church that Olga and her family attend, 
Saint Nicholas Church at Hamovniki.  We also prayed for 
our parish and friends at the Holy Relics of  Saint Matrona.

We took two major side trips during our sojourn in Russia, 
arranged by Alexei Kovalenko who kindly connected us with 
people who met and guided us.  One was to Holy Trinity-
Saint Sergius Lavra (Monastery) and another was to a 
Village just beyond Tver.  Matushka was particularly eager to 
visit this community because the original vestments, sewn by 
her in 1994 for the glorification of  Saint John of  Shanghai 
and San Francisco, were sent to a small parish chapel after 
Saint John was revested in 2011.  People were thrilled to 
meet Matushka Tatiana and learn how she prepared the 
vestments.  From me, they wanted to hear details of  the 
opening of  Saint John’s Tomb.  The local faithful Orthodox 
Christians treasure these vestments and hope to build a great 
church in the Saint’s honor someday.   

At Holy Trinity-Saint Sergius Lavra, we were given a VIP 
tour by a dedicated young novice Poslushnik Ioan, who 
kindly opened the glass over the Holy Relics of  Saint Sergius 
for us to venerate and also showed us rare Holy Artifacts and 
the Monastery’s private wine cellar.

After touring the Lavra grounds, Tania, Olga and the girls 
visited the farm and homestead of  one of  Alexei Kovalenko’s 
friends while I went on to the Pereslavl and Uglich Diocese 
to visit the Saint Nicholas Convent there.  Abbess Mother 
Evstolia had visited our Church of  All Russian Saints in the 
past so I was warmly welcomed and concelebrated with the 
local clergy who had gathered in honor of  the 45th birthday 
of  their young Bishop, His Grace Theodore of  Pereslavl and 
Uglich.  When he and Matushka Igumena Evstolia learned 
that I had a grandson named in honor of  Saint Roman of  
Uglich and this year is my 45th year of  being ordained a 
priest, she together with Bishop Theodore gifted me with 
an Icon of  Saint Roman of  Uglich and a beautiful jeweled 
Cross.

In Moscow and at Holy Trinity-Saint Sergius Lavra, we 
bought various things for our Church, including new 
Horugvi (Banners), a Gospel for the Plashchenitsa on Great 
and Holy Friday, and bolts of  fabric to sew new stihari 
(vestment robes) for our Deacon and the Altar Servers/boys.

Finally, we had one more stop to make – Saints Lue and 
Giles Catholic Church in Paris where the Holy Relics of  
Empress Helena are located.  There, as a blessing, we placed 
icons of  Saint Helena, purchased in Moscow, onto the relics 
of  the saint.

Although weeks have gone by, we are still reliving our dream 
vacation in our hearts.  Again, a big thank you to Alexei and 
to the entire parish for this wonderful experience.

Father shows the horugli (banners) that were purchased 
in Russia for our church.

The original vestments that Matushka sewed in 1994 for the 
glorification of  Saint John are being preserved in a small parish 

chapel outside of  Tver. 3
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After our much-loved Protodeacon Sergei and Sonya Shoomiloff moved to the East Coast in late February to be near 
their family, the Church of  All Russian Saints has been blessed with a new deacon with a golden baritone voice, a 

wife who is a long-time choir singer, and four small children who hum along in the choir loft, serve in the altar, or sleep in 
mother’s arms.

Meet Father Alexandre Sarandinaki, his wife Tanya, and their children, Anastasia, age 8, Ilya, age 6. Alexandra, age 4 and 
Olessia, age 1.

Father Alexandre is a descendant of  a historical family who played a major role in Russia and in the United States after 
their immigration.  His grandmother is a descendant of  Leo Tolstoy and helped set up the Tolstoy Foundation on the East 
Coast.  His mother is a Naryshkina, whose great-grandfather, General Sokoloff, was tasked by Kolchak, three days after the 
execution of  the Tsarist Royal Family, to determine how they were killed.  The great-grandfather found the remains at the 
execution site, collected them, and brought them to the United States. 

“All my life, I had heard of  my family’s involvement in preserving evidence of  the death of  the Imperial Family and as well 
as their work with the Tolstoy Foundation,” says Father Alexandre. “My parents hoped my sister and I would always sustain 
their interest in Russian history, language and the Orthodox Church.

“I started serving in the altar at age four.  I loved Holy Virgin Protection Church in Nyack, New York because my 
grandparents were parishioners there and Father George Larin was rector.  He taught me many things.  Because so many 
boys wanted to serve with him, he transferred me to the choir at age 12 where I learned to sing.”

Back row, left to right:  Tanya, Olessia and Father Alexandre
Front row: Anastasia, Alexandra and Ilya
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After high school, Father Alexandre joined the United 
States Marines.  He was assigned to the First Tank Battalion 
which provided support for Operation Enduring Freedom 
in Afghanistan after 9/11.  Then in May 2005, bachelor 
Alexandre met his future bride, Tanya Roudenko, through 
mutual friends. Four months later, they were engaged.  
Fifteen months later, they were married by Father Stefan at 
the Burlingame Church.  

Tanya Roudenko is the daughter of  our Choir Director 
Andrei Roudenko and his wife Marina.  Born in 
Framingham, Massachusetts in 1980, Tanya and her 
brother, Pavel, grew up in a happy but busy home.  Music 
filled their lives from the beginning.  At age 7, Tanya started 
singing in the choir which her father directed.  She became 
a full voice by age 12.  She also performed at age 10 with 
the Boston Symphony Orchestra in the opera “Queen of  
Spades,” singing a solo in Russian dressed as a little boy.

After high school, Tanya attended a local state college in 
Massachusetts, pursuing first a business degree, then Early 
Childhood Education.  She moved to California with 
her parents, then married Alexandre Sarandinaki.  Their 

daughter Anastasia and son Illya were born in Burlingame 
before the young family was transferred to San Diego.  
Alexandre was tasked to open a division of  the Black 
Diamond Paving and Concrete Company.  The young 
family attended Saint John of  Kronstadt Russian Orthodox 
Church,  headed by Father Eugene Grushetsky.  In October 
2014, Alexandre was tonsured a reader and on November 
1, 2015, the Church’s Feast Day, Alexandre was ordained to 
the deaconate.  Meanwhile, the small church doubled in the 
number of  parishioners who attended regularly.

Today, Tanya is happy staying home and raising four 
children.  “This is a lifelong dream come true for me,” she 
says.  They live with her parents in a five-bedroom house 
owned by the Roudenkos.  “Since all of  us lead stress-filled 
lives, we try to do selfless acts for one another.  We try hard 
to be responsible and help one another stay happy.  If  all 
of  us didn’t say our daily prayers, this living arrangement 
wouldn’t work,” she adds.

“We begin each morning with personal prayers, sometimes 
said in the car while driving to school.  Then in the 
evening before bedtime, we have our formal family prayers.  
Everything stops.  There is no TV after dinner.  Game-
playing on iPads is regulated in the afternoon by a timer.  I 
download only educational programs or games of  skill.

“Ilya started serving with Father Stefan at age 6.  The girls 
stand in the choir and hum along.  Asya reads the Trisagion 
during Vigil.  Sometimes she goes downstairs to help the 
ladies in the Sisterhood prepare lunch.  Alexandra likes to 
light and blow out the candles.  It’s important they learn to 
help not only the choir but the entire church community.”

Father Deacon Alexandre says he has learned a lot 
from Father Stefan since he returned to Burlingame.  
“The Church of  All Russian Saints is fortunate to have 
dependable people who attend and support it.  No one 
wonders if  choir members will show up or if  anyone will be 
present at evening services or come for confession.  They 
always do.

“The new immigrants from Russia fall into two categories.  
Either they are very knowledgeable on theological matters 
or they know very little about the Orthodox Church.  
The second group should be treated like converts, slowly 
teaching them what Orthodoxy is all about.  If  their 
suggestions can’t always be implemented, we should always 
explain why.  I’m very happy to be serving here.”  

Father Alexandre holds the Chalice in preparation of  Holy Communion.  
Altar Server Eugene Lytnev assists Father Stefan and Father Alexandre.
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St. George’s Basilica is now a concert hall with religious 
services held only twice a year.  Father Igor has been given 

permission to serve Molebens weekly.

continued...
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FINDING SAINT LUDMIL A 
Ludmilla Bobrof f

Praying at the actual tomb of  Saint Ludmila for whom 
I am named was a spiritual experience for me.  Just 

knowing that inside the sarcophagus were the incorrupt 
relics of  a woman, who overcame great hardship and 
death to convert pagan non-believers to the Christian 
faith, made the saint come alive for me during veneration.  
It almost seemed as if  Saint Ludmila was present, listening 
to our prayers.

However, praying and reading the Akathist at the head of  
her grave was not easy to achieve.

The incorrupt relics of  Saint Ludmila have laid for 
over 1000 years behind a locked gate at the Catholic St. 
George’s Basilica in the Prague Castle complex in the 
Czech Republic.  Ludmila and her husband, Borivoi, were 
prince and princess of  Bohemia in the late 800s.  At that 
time, prelate Methodius was traveling around the country, 
enlightening pagans about Our Lord Jesus Christ and his 
teachings.  Ludmila and Borivoi embraced Christianity 
and were baptized into the Christian faith by Methodius, 
himself, who was later glorified as St. Methodius, the 
Apostle to the Slavs.

Prince Borivoi died at the age of  36, leaving his wife with 
three sons and one daughter.  The widowed Ludmila 
began giving her property to the poor and lived a strict, 
righteous life.  Her oldest son, Rostoslav, inherited the 
throne and married a pagan, Dragomira.  They ruled for 33 
years.  When a son was born, they turned him over to the 
grandmother to receive a proper upbringing.  Ludmila used 
the opportunity to teach little Viacheslav (Wenceslaus in 
English) about the Christian faith.

After the death of  his father, 18-year-old Viacheslav 
inherited the throne and started ruling in a Christian spirit.  
His mother, Dragomira, tried to revert the Czechs back to 
paganism and started persecuting Christians.  She hated 
Ludmila and took advantage of  Viacheslav’s youth.  She 
oppressed Ludmila so much that the grandmother had 
to leave Prague for Techino.  Dragomira then hired two 
boyars and ordered them to kill Ludmila in Techino.  After 
breaking into the palace, they strangled her with a rope 
while she was sleeping.  This occurred in the year 928 when 
Ludmila was 61 years of  age.  Ludmila became the first 
Slavic Christian (Orthodox) Holy Martyr.

The future saint was buried outside the city walls of  Techino 
and miracles started occurring at her gravesite.  When 
Viacheslav learned his grandmother was murdered, he 
had her incorrupt body transferred to St. George’s Basilica 
where she lays to this day.  Being a devout Christian, he 
forgave his mother.  Because the Christian prince placed 
his duchy under the protection of  Germany and continued 
to grow the church, Dragomira turned her anger toward 
him.  She convinced her younger son, Boleslaw, to murder 
his brother.  Soldiers carried out the act while Viacheslav 
was entering a church.  His body was hacked to pieces and 
buried on church grounds.  Three years later, Boleslaw 
repented of  his deed, and ordered the body of  Viacheslav 
to be transferred to St. Vitus Cathedral, located a short 
distance away from St. George’s Basilica.  Pilgrims came 
from afar to venerate both grandmother and grandson.  



The red-colored St. George’s Basilica is located in the 
Prague Castle complex.

Thanks to the efforts of  Archpriest Igor Efremushkin, we were 
allowed to pray at the tomb of  Saint Ludmila.

continued...
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When we visited Prague the first time in 2010, we found 
St. George’s Basilica to be a museum and the site of  
worldly concerts.  What would have been the altar area 
was a stage with St. Ludmila’s Chapel on the right, fenced 
off with an iron gate.  Performers often used the chapel as 
a dressing room.

We wanted to enter the chapel to be closer to the 
relics but as often as we asked, our requests were 
denied. We finally rang the doorbell to the office of  the 
Roman Catholic Metropolitan of  Prague to ask for his 
authorization to enter the chapel.  A monk explained 
that the Catholic Metropolitan himself  is only granted 
access to the chapel twice a year.  Specifically on St. 
George’s Feast Day and on Saint Ludmila’s Feast Day 
(September 29).  With disappointment, we stood outside 
the gate and silently prayed.

In May 2018, I signed up for a writers’ conference to be 
held in the charming city of  Brno, two hours from Prague.  
My husband Dimitry and I made plans to arrive a few days 
early in the hope that this time, we could properly venerate 
Saint Ludmila.  Prior to the trip, Dimitry spent hours on 
the computer, searching for email addresses of  the Russian 

Consulate in the Czech Republic and Orthodox churches 
in the area.  For two weeks, we received no replies from 
anyone. Our hopes were dashed.

Then, a few days before our trip, an email arrived from 
Archpriest Igor Efremushkin of  the Orthodox Church 
of  the Czech Lands and Slovakia.  He wrote that he is 
allowed to serve Molebens at the Chapel every week upon 
petitioning the authorities.  We were overjoyed to hear 
the news.  After corresponding with him several times, we 
agreed to meet him at the Chapel on May 8 at 10:30 a.m.  
Dimitry quickly printed a copy of  the Akathist to the Holy 
Martyr Princess St. Ludmila to take with us on the trip.

Upon arriving at St. George’s Basilica, our hopes were 
dashed again.  The stage area next to the chapel was roped 
off from visitors because workers were cleaning and grouting 
the floor.  While nervously waiting for Father Igor to arrive, 
we were positive none of  us would be allowed to walk on the 
floor to get to the chapel.

Father Igor arrived with a young parishioner, named 
Anastasia.   One of  the workers greeted Father Igor and 
to our great joy, allowed us to pass into the roped off area.  

“He’s Orthodox,” whispered Father Igor.  Soon after, 
someone else arrived with keys, the gate was unlocked, and 
we were finally standing inside the Chapel.  Dimitry and I 
made the sign of  the Cross alongside the stone sarcophagus 
which depicted Saint Ludmila in repose with a rope tied 
around her neck.  At one end, a small icon of  the saint 
stood on a cloth-covered table.  Underneath were flowers, 
donated weekly by parishioners from Father Igor’s church.



On the stone sarcophagus, Saint Ludmila is depicted in 
repose with a rope tied around her neck.
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After putting on his Epitrachelion, Father Igor served a Moleben reading the 
names of  all 14 members of  our family.  Then he served an Akathist consisting 
of  thirteen Kondak/Ikos which we alternated reading.  As Father Igor, Dimitry, 
and Anastasia in her angelic voice, read each Kondak, our spirits lifted higher 
and higher toward heaven.  Tears rolled down my cheeks.  

After the service, Father Igor anointed us with oil from the vigil lamp and gave 
me some flowers that  decorated the Chapel.  He also gifted me with a beautiful 
handkerchief  that had been placed on her relics.  The initial “L” and a small 
Cross were embroidered on the linen cloth.

Next, we followed Father Igor to St. Vitus Cathedral and were permitted to 
venerate the relics of  Saint Viacheslav, the grandson of  Saint Ludmila.  As with 
Saint Ludmila’s tomb, Saint Viacheslav’s relics are located in a roped off room.  
While visitors stood watching us from beyond the rope, Father Igor said prayers 
to this saint who is considered the country’s patron saint.

Our incredible day ended with lunch in the company of  Father Igor and 
Anastasia.  We had excellent Czech food, beer and desserts.  I learned that Saint 
Ludmila is considered both a Catholic and an Orthodox saint because her life 
was lived before the split between Rome and Constantinople in 1054.  However, 
only Russians celebrate her sainthood and name children after her.  The Czech 
people do not carry on this tradition.  Sadly, the Czech Republic is one of  the 
most irreligious countries in Europe.

Father Igor also explained that both spellings of  Ludmila are correct - single “L” 
or double “L” as in my name.  The single “L” comes from the Slavic spelling of  
the name, while the double “L” comes from the Latin spelling.

We were also blessed in another way.  Cracks in the floor have been discovered 
and only five people are allowed inside the gate at one time.  On this day, no 
one else had requested a Moleben so we had Saint Ludmila, Father Igor and 
Anastasia, all to ourselves. 

REPOSED 
IN THE LORD

MARRIED

APRIL 2018
Lydia Gritzke

MAY 2018
Marya Hurskaya

JUNE 2018
None

JULY 2018
Maria Heinrich

APRIL 2018
None

MAY 2018
None

JUNE 2018
None

 JULY 2018
None

APRIL 2018
John Rybolovov

MAY 2018
George William Grader

Pavla Lemberg
Eva Rudas

Mathew Semenov

JUNE 2018
Ludmila Hootman

JULY 2018
None

BAPTIZED



September is a time of  beginnings.  The Church year begins on 
September 14, and many students are returning to begin a new school 
year.  Our choir members wish all the students and faculty of  our 
parish school, and all those beginning a new grade in public schools 
or colleges, a successful launch and continued success during the 
upcoming academic year.

September is also among the richest months in terms of  
двунадесятые (twelve-major) and other Holy-Days, for which our 
choir has been preparing.  Significant non-weekend celebrations 
include:

• Beheading of  St. John the Baptist - Sept. 10/11 – Mon. at 6 p.m., 
Tues. at 9 a.m.

• Church New Year, Sept. 13/14 – Thurs. at 6 p.m., Fri. at 9 a.m. 

• Birth of  the Holy Theotokos, Sept. 20/21 – Thurs. at 6 p.m., Fri. at 9 
a.m. and

• Exaltation of  the Holy Cross, Sept. 26/27 – Wed. at 6 p.m., Thurs. at 
9 a.m.

September will also be a time when our choir begins intense 
preparation for our next concert on Sunday, November 4, the day 
the Church commemorates the Kazan Icon of  the Mother of  God.  
Accordingly, our entire program will consist of  works praising the 
Holy Theotokos and prayers to Her Icons, featuring selections by 
Rachmaninoff, Chesnokov, Archangelsky, Mussorgsky and others.  
SAVE the DATE:  Sunday, November 4!

In October, our choir will resume our even-month support program 
for the Orthodox School of  Bethany in the Holy Land.  Thanks 
to your generosity, since we began our program, we have donated 
over $7,500 to the School.  More on this next month!  But for now, 
everyone who has helped this worthy cause can take pleasure in 
knowing that they contributed to the smiles on these and many other 
young girls’ faces. 

The Burlingame Church Choir raises funds bimonthly for the 
girls attending the Orthodox School of  Bethany in the Holy Land.  

Pictured are some of  the students.

9

CHOIR NEWS 
Andrei Roudenko

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
V. Rev. Mitred Archpriest 

Stefan Pavlenko, 
Rector

(650) 430-9805

Ivan Afanasiev, 
Starosta 

(650) 589-7617

Alexei Baranoff, 
Treasurer 

(916) 799-0898

Yura Misersky, 
Secretary 

(650) 579-2667
 

Matushka Tatiana Pavlenko,
Head Sister 

(650) 430-9806
 

Andrei Roudenko
Choir Director
(650) 922-0250

Andrei Alexeeff
(650) 787-2145 

Dimitry Bobroff
(408) 257-6918

Oleg Bolshakoff 
(415) 759-8582

Alexander Loboda 
(650) 654-5447

Andrei Maximow
(650) 954-0764

Marina Roudenko
(650) 483-3412



In May, Father Stefan, Svetlana Avdeeva, Olga Parr, and I met 
with Ken Minasian of  Oceana Stained Glass at his studio in San 

Mateo to do a final design review and to approve our first window 
which will be installed in the dome above the choir loft.

With the window design and colors approved, Ken proceeded with 
the fabrication of  the window which he proudly showed our group 
again in late May.   Being perfectionists, Svetlana and Olga asked 
Ken to make additional final modifications.  The next step is for 

Ken to order tempered 
glass which will form 
the exterior layer of  the 
stained glass.   Hopefully, 
by the time you read 
this, the window will be 
installed in church.

Svetlana and Olga 
have also finalized their 
designs for the next two 
windows (the long ones 
in the upper tier).  Ken 
started the layout of  
the windows on paper 
with their selected 
colors.  Once the layout 
passes a final review, he 
will proceed with the 
fabrication.

Father Stefan, artists Svetlana Avdeeva and Olga Parr critique the design and colors.

Ken Minasian of  Oceana Stained Glass 
presents a fabrication of  the window for 

their approval.

UPDATE ON STAINED GLASS  
WINDOWS PROJECT 
Dimitry Bobroff
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FATHER DIMITRI’S NEW PARISH

Archpriest Dimitri Jakimowicz, who served 
alongside Father Stefan for two years at 

the Burlingame Church, has been appointed 
by Metropolitan Hilarion to be rector of  St. 
Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church in Stratford, 
Connecticut.  Father Dimitri, Matushka Larissa, 
and their two sons, Vassily and Yevgraf, left St. 
Louis in July and moved to Connecticut in August.

Father Dimitri and Matushka Larissa grew up and 
lived in New York City for a number of  years so 
this move gave them a sense of  returning home.  
Greeting them on the East Coast have been 
Father Dimitri’s brother Michael and his family, as 
well as Matushka’s mother, Cynthia, her brother, 
sister, and two little nieces.

St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church in 
Stratford is a historical one.  It came into 
existence in the late 1920s when Russian 
immigrants built a house chapel to freely worship 
God in the traditional Orthodox manner.  One 
of  the founders was Igor I. Sikorsky, the famous 
aviation pioneer whose helicopter factory is 
located a short distance away.  Hieromonk 
Panteleimon (Nizhnik) served as the parish’s 
first rector before helping to start Holy Trinity 
Monastery in Jordanville, New York.

When the parish outgrew its humble beginnings, 
a plot of  land was purchased at 1 Honeyspot 
Road.  Architect Roman Nicholaevich Verkovskoy 
designed a 12th century Novgorod-style church 
building which was completed and consecrated in 
1942.  Verkovskoy went on to design the church 
at Holy Trinity Monastery and the St. Vladimir’s 
Memorial Church in Jackson, New Jersey.

In the 1970s, under the direction of  Archpriest 
Stavros Roussos, the parish left the OCA and 
joined ROCOR.  The rector cited a disagreement 
with the OCA’s acceptance of  the New Calendar 
as the reason.

St. Nicholas Russian Orthodox Church will be 
celebrating its 90th anniversary in 2019.  Services 
are celebrated in a mix of  Church Slavonic and 
English.  Father Dimitri invites everyone to come 
to the St. Nicholas Church whenever they visit the 
New York City area.



School bells are ringing once again for the start of  the 66th 
year of  the Parish Russian School at the Church of  All 

Russian Saints.  Both the school and the church came into 
existence simultaneously in 1952.  Enrollment for classes 
starts on Tuesday, September 11 at 4:30 p.m. in the Church 
Hall.  Children between the ages of  four and sixteen are 
welcome to attend.  Following registration, classes will start 
that afternoon and be held every Tuesday from 4:30 to 7:20 
p.m.  School fees are $90 per month for one child and $135 
for two children or more.  
 
The Parish Russian School with 13 grades, including two 
Kindergarten classes, three Elementary School classes, and 
eight High School classes, has approximately 40 students 
and ten teachers.  While the majority of  classes are taught 
exclusively in Russian, several are taught bilingually in both 
Russian and English for students who are not fluent in the 
Russian language.  

All students who complete 13 years of  schooling graduate 
with knowledge of  the Russian language, literature, history, 
and Orthodoxy.  Except for Saints Cyril & Methodius 
High School at the Holy Virgin Cathedral in San 
Francisco, the Burlingame Parish Russian School is the 
only language school in the San Francisco Bay Area that 
teaches Russian Orthodoxy. 

Because our school is geared 
toward Russian-speaking 
Orthodox children, we 
encourage them to attend 
church services as often as 
possible.   Classes begin and end 
with prayers.   After registration 
on September 11, Father Stefan 
will serve a Moleben, praying 
for a productive school year.  
The school encourages students, 
parents and teachers to take 
confession and communion 
together for Nativity and 
Pascha/Easter.
 
As students’ comfort level grows, 
boys often become altar servers, 
girls start singing in the choir, 
and parents start volunteering at 
school events as well as church 
luncheons and receptions.  
Becoming active is especially 

helpful to recent immigrants since it provides an introduction 
into the Russian-American Orthodox community.  The 
Russian School even offers instructions to adults on the 
Russian language, literature, history and Russian Orthodoxy 
upon request. 
 
Besides weekly classroom instruction, the Russian School 
holds a Yolka Christmas party in celebration of  the Nativity.  
In 2019, Yolka will be held on Sunday, January 13 after 
Divine Liturgy in the Church Hall. “Akt” (graduation) will 
be held at the end of  May, marking the completion of  the 
school year and honoring students who have excelled.
 
In addition, school children from our Parish Russian School 
assist elderly visitors from nursing homes when they attend 
services during Bright Week held after Pascha/Easter.  Our 
children also perform in early May at the Russian Center 
during the Day of  the Russian Child and collect donations 
for needy Russian children.  In summer, many sign up for a 
two week camp sponsored by Saint George Pathfinders, a 
Russian Scouts organization for boys and girls.

We hope to welcome your child to our Parish Russian 
School this year.  For more information, click on  
http://www.dorogadomoj.com/g18kal.html 

Teachers and students who completed the 2017-18 school year pose for a group photo.
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PARISH RUSSIAN SCHOOL BEGINS SEPTEMBER 11
Aleksandr Nikolaevich Miroshnichenko, Director



 Our clergy and clergy from the Holy Virgin 
Cathedral joyously celebrate the Feast Day 

of  All Russian Saints.  

His Grace Bishop Theodosy of  Seattle serves Divine 
Liturgy with two main icons, one depicting The 

Holy New Martyrs, the other All Saints of  Russia. 

 Above: Many priests and parishioners attend the 
Trapeza.  Among the guests are Father Sergei 

Kornichuk (on the far left), Father Alexei Bykon 
(standing on the right), and Archpriest Peter 

Perekrestov. Not pictured are Archpriest Serge 
Kotar and Archpriest Ioann Comenescu.

Left: The Church Hall was filled with many 
parishioners and guests from other parishes.
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CHURCH FEAST DAY



Above: Head Sister Matushka Tatiana 
Pavlenko (far left) and members of  the 
Sisterhood prepared a delicious meal 
served after the Pentecost (Troitsa) service.  
The helpers were (left to right) Elena 
Bederov, Nina Eyvazov, Tania Ionoff, Luba 
Gauschieldt, and Vera Polski.

Below: Father Stefan and Father Deacon 
Alexandre bless the baskets of  fruit brought 

by parishioners for the Feast Day of  the 
Transfiguration. 

Right: A surprise high school graduation party was held 
in June for Ksenia Vasilyev, a Parish Russian School 

graduate, and Daniel Gilchrist.  Ksenia is now attending 
Marion Military Institute in Alabama.  Daniel is enrolled 

at Purdue University in Indiana.  Because Daniel was 
a dedicated altar server since childhood, Father Stefan 

presented him with an icon of  Saint Daniel while 
parishioners added money to a congratulations card.

Left: Svetlana Avdeeva and Alex Vasilyev are the 
proud parents of  Ksenia.  Daniel is the son of  Bill 
Gilchrist and the late Lesley (Pelagia) Gilchrist.
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SUMMER EVENTS



UPCOMING EVENTS FOR 
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER

ChurCh of All russiAn sAints 
A Parish of  the Western American Diocese of  the 

Russian Orthodox Church Outside of  Russia 
744 El Camino Real, Burlingame, CA 94010 
http://www.allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/
Rector:  Mitred Archpriest Stefan Pavlenko     

Cell: (650) 430-9805
See the schedule of  services on the Church website:  

http://allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/
PArish newsletter stAff 
Editor - Ludmilla Bobroff 

Art Designer - Xenia Maximow
Photographers- Alexei Baranoff, Dimitry Bobroff, 

Marina Burnosova  
We welcome your suggestions on the type of  articles 
you would like to see in the Parish Newsletter.  Send 
your ideas to Ludmilla Bobroff at Ludmillaa@aol.

com or telephone (408) 257-6918.  Please write Par-
ish Newsletter in the Subject Line.  Deadline is one 

month prior to publication. 
Next Newsletter - NOVEMBER 2018
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LIVESTREAM SERVICES 
For those who are homebound, hospitalized or unable to attend Church Services at the Church of  All Russian Saints 

in Burlingame, we have enabled live video streaming via the Internet.  Live, as well as previously recorded Church 
Services are available at  

 
YouTube channel: 

 
http://bit.ly/burlingamechannel 

 
Alternatively, the link to the Church Services is also available on the church website at: 

http://www.allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/

 September 16 
brunch prepared by the SiSterhood

 
September 30

Lunch ceLebrating the 45th anniverSary 
of father Stefan being ordained a prieSt.

october 21 
choir Luncheon

coffee hourS
If  you would like to host a coffee hour, please 
sign up on the blackboard in the Church Hall

peLmeni-making SeSSionS

September 13 and october 25

if you can heLp, come to the church haLL 
anytime between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.  caLL 
Luba gauSchieLd for more information.  

650-591-1605

Published with the blessing of  His Eminence Kyrill, 
Archbishop of  San Francisco and Western America, 

Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia.

T hank you to Shura and Lula Ossipoff 
for graciously sponsoring the printing cost of this 

is sue.  Also, congratulations on your 58 th wedding 

anniversar y!!!



DENTIST

ELECTRICIAN FUNERAL HOME

SALES DIRECTORY
Please support our advertisers.  All 

proceeds from ad sales go to the 

Stewardship Fund.  If you would like your 

business card to appear in the next issue 

of the Newsletter, please contact Dimitry 

Bobroff at jbobroff@aol.com  Cost is $25.  

Deadline for submitting cards and sending 

checks (made out to Church of All Russian 

Saints) is OCTOBER 1st.

HOME FOR THE ELDERLY PAVING
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RESTAURANT

SKILLED NURSING FACILITYSKILLED NURSING FACILITY

REAL ESTATE

SHOES FOR HEALTH

REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE
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