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MESSAGE FROM HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP KYRILL 
OF SAN FRANCISCO AND WESTERN AMERICA

This year, the Local Russian Orthodox Church celebrates 
the 700th Anniversary of the birth of the Venerable 

Godbearer Sergius of Radonezh and in the Church Abroad, the 
50th Anniversary of the glorification of Holy Righteous John of 
Kronstadt.  

This jubilee commemorates two intercessors who embody 
within themselves true Russian Orthodox monasticism and 
sacrificial parish pastorship.  During the entire history of the 
Russian Orthodox Church, only the Venerable Sergius of 
Radonezh received the title “Abbot of the Russian Land” and 
only the Righteous St. John of Kronstadt was named “Pastor 
of All Russia.”  This joint jubilee allows us to reflect on the 
lives and teachings of these pleasers of God, turn to them with 
intense prayer, understand their struggles in light of our lives in 
the 21st century, and strengthen our flock’s bonds of love and 
faith to them.

INfORMaTION ON ThE fEaST/PILgRIMagE

The Communal Western Diocesan Feast/Pilgrimage will occur 
on Saturday, October 4, 2014 at the parish of St. Seraphim 
of Sarov in Seaside, California near Monterey.  The church is 
located by Laguna Grande Park on Canyon del Rey Boulevard 
and Francis Avenue in Seaside.  For directions, see http://noon.
org/stseraphims/ 

By a special blessing to our Diocese from His Holiness Kirill, 
Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia, a particle of the relics 
of the Venerable Sergius of Radonezh will be greeted at the 
Vigil service on Friday, October 3 at 6 p.m. in Seaside.  In 
addition, the belt of St. John of Kronstadt from the Holy 
Virgin Cathedral in San Francisco will be greeted at the same 
time.  On Saturday, October 4 at 9:30 a.m., the Hierarchical 
Divine Liturgy will be served followed by a procession with 
supplicatory chanting.

Afterwards, a luncheon will be served under the open sky 
where praises in honor of Saints Sergius and John will be read.  
At 4 p.m., an akathist to the Venerable Sergius will be chanted, 
and at 6 p.m., the Vigil for Sunday.

NO VIgIL SERVICE ON SaTURday OCTOBER 4 
IN BURLINgaME

Father Stefan adds the following: With the blessing of 
Archbishop Kyrill, Saturday night Vigils may be cancelled so 
that the clergy and the faithful can stay for related services in 
Seaside.  There will not be a Vigil service in Burlingame on 
Saturday, October 4.  On Sunday, the Divine Liturgy will be 
served at the Church of All Russian Saints in Burlingame at its 
usual time, 9:30 a.m.

 700th Anniversary 
of the Birth of 

Saint Sergius of Radonezh
             

 50th Anniversary 
of the Glorification of Saint 

John of Kronstadt 

Reprinted in part from the August-September 2014 issue of the Saints Peter & Paul Church Council News
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THEOLOGICAL QUESTION FOR FATHER STEFAN

TO whOM ShOULd wE PRay?  ThE LORd OUR 
gOd, ThE ThEOTOkOS, OR ONE Of ThE SaINTS? 
 
Our main prayer should always be to the Lord Our God!  
Orthodox Christian Prayer Books and all our Church 
Services begin with prayers to God.  We start with the 
Trisagion (“Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal One, 
have mercy on us.”) and conclude with the Lord’s Prayer 
(“Our Father who art in Heaven….”).  After the Opening 
Prayers are completed, we can then direct our prayer to the 
Holy Theotokos or to one of the Saints.
 
dO SaINTS SPECIaLIzE IN CERTaIN hEaLINgS?  hOw 
CaN wE LEaRN aBOUT ThESE hEaLINgS?

Every Saint derives his or her healing powers from God 
Himself and cannot do anything for anybody without 
God’s Grace and permission.  When we pray to a Saint, 
we are in fact asking the Holy Person to pray to God 
for us.  The Lord told His followers to “pray yea one for 
another.”  If God himself said we should pray for each 
other, then it is absolutely logical and effective to ask 
those who lead a God pleasing life to pray for us.  As one 
apostle said, “Prayer of the faithful can help much.” 

Some Saints who exhibited a propensity to help in 
certain difficulties during their lifetimes are often asked 
in prayer to heal similar diseases or troubles.  Current 
prayer books from Russia have lists of Saints and their 
particular field of help.  This is a fairly new trend in 
understanding.  The list is a Western tradition that 
has been copied by the Orthodox because of popular 

demand.  In fact, fervent prayer to any Saint for any need 
is acceptable.     
 
hOw ShOULd wE PRay aT hOME?

It is recommended that every Orthodox Christian be 
aware of the Orthodox Christian Private Prayer Rule, 
completing the list of prayers in a proper and orderly 
manner as Apostle Paul taught.  Afterward, it’s acceptable 
and profitable to add our personal requests to God and to 
the Saints.  Our prayers should not consist of chattering 
a set of formal prayers, canons and akathistos hymns, 
but rather we should stand before an icon as if in the 
very presence of God and address Him through our 
hearts, minds and souls.  For an excellent explanation of 
the Prayer Rule, read St. Theophan the Recluse’s treatise 
(http://orthodoxinfocom/praxis/prayrule.aspx).  The Holy 
Trinity Monastery Book Store has a large selection on 
prayer books (http://bookstore.jordanville.org/).     

hOw dO wE PRay IN ChURCh?  

A certain set of prayers is supposed to be said as we enter 
the Church and take our place for the duration of the 
service.   We need to arrive before the start of the service 
in order to venerate the icons, light our candles, and find a 
place to stand.  Arriving late, walking around the Church 
and “doing our own thing” is very rude since others are 
trying to concentrate on the prayers, the singing, and the 
exclamations of the priest and the deacon.  Personal private 
prayers should take place before or after the formal services.
In his opening address to every new class of seminarians at 

WHAT IS THE PROPER WAY TO PRAY?
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Holy Trinity Seminary in Jordanville, 
New York, Archbishop Averky always 
stated the following:  “If you listen 
attentively to all that is intoned 
during Orthodox Christian Services, 
you will get a theological education 
in Church History, Patristics, Lives 
of Saints, Dogmatic Theology, 
Apologetics, and Holy Scripture 
Studies - just by paying attention 
to what is being presented and 
celebrated.”

 
whaT IS ThE SIgNIfICaNCE Of 
ThE RISINg SMOkE fROM CaNdLES 
aNd fROM ThE INCENSE USEd IN 
ThE CENSOR?

There is no mention of “candle 
smoke” in any church rubrics or 
discussions that I am aware of.  
However, smoke from the incense 
used in the censor is an entirely 
different matter.  It is both an offering 
to God (as are the pure wax candles) 
and a reminder that our prayers are 
as sweet as incense before the Altar 
of our loving Lord.  As the smoke 
rises, so do our prayers rise to heaven.  
This smoke, dissipating throughout 
the Church, also reminds us that the 
Grace of the Holy Spirit is always 
all around us and our Lord God is 
everywhere and in all things. 

whEN ShOULd a MOLEBEN BE 
REqUESTEd fROM a PRIEST?

The Book of Needs lists many Prayer 
Services and Molebens that a priest 
can serve.  They include health and 
healing; a safe journey; beginning of 
the school year; new projects at home 
or work/business.  The list of specific 

prayers and services is extensive.  You 
are welcome to ask me for advice.  
There are also services for blessing 
a home, a car, a ship, boat and 
airplanes, as well as fields, vineyards, 
apiaries, even ovens!

If a PRayER REqUEST IS gRaNTEd, 
ShOULd wE fOLLOw UP wITh 
a “ThaNkSgIVINg MOLEBEN”?

People naturally seek God’s blessings 
and intersession when they are 
troubled and in need, but often forget 
God when their prayers have been 
answered. We should all be like the 
healed Gospel Leper who returned 
to thank His Lord God Jesus Christ 
when he was healed while the other 
nine lepers, who were healed, went on 
their way without giving thanks!
 
hOw ShOULd wE aCCEPT gOd’S 
wILL whEN ThE aNSwER TO OUR 
PRayER IS NOT fULfILLEd?

Often times we feel that God has 
not heard our plea and we receive no 
answer to our prayers. We become 
troubled and fall into despondency.  
This is not the Orthodox Christian 
way to react.  First we must realize 
that God’s time is not the same as our 
time.  He does not always provide 
answers to immediate circumstances.  
Instead, as our life unfolds with 
joys and sorrows, good health and 
sickness, successes and failures, we 
should always ask God for “His will to 
be done” in our lives for the salvation 
of our souls.  Then, we can be assured 
that our prayers, which God always 
hears, will be answered in such a way 
that our salvation is guaranteed.  

MARRIED

JUNE 2014
MaxIM STaRUShNIk

JULIa zBaNdUTO

aLExaNdER, aNdREw aNd 
JOhN UgUV

JULy 2014
aLExaNdRa aRBO

VICTORIa hSU

LUdMILa gOLOVIN

aLExaNdRa aNd aNNa 
TROfIMChUk

ThERE wERE NO 
MaRRIagES IN ThE 
MONThS Of JUNE 

aNd JULy

JUNE 2014
NONE

JULy 2014
NONE

ThERE wERE NO NEw 
PaRIShIONERS IN ThE 

MONThS Of JUNE 
aNd JULy

BAPTISED

REPOSED IN THE LORD

NEW PARISHIONERS
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ARCHPRIEST ANDREI SOMMER:  ORGANIZER OF WORLDWIDE ORTHODOX 
YOUTH CONFERENCES 
- Ludmilla Bobroff

Over the decades, the seeds of Orthodoxy have 
been planted deeply in a number of Burlingame 

parishioners who have gone on to serve the Orthodox 
Church in important ways.  The most recent person who 
returned recently for a warm reunion with Father Stefan 
and longtime parishioners is Archpriest Andrei Sommer, 
originally an altar boy for Father Nikolai Masich, a Gold 
Medal graduate of the Parish Russian School, and a Reader 
appointed in time for the 1000 Year Anniversary of the 
Russian Orthodox Church.

Today, Father Andrei is vice chairman of the Synod Youth 
Department and dean of the Cathedral of Our Lady of 
the Sign Kursk Root Icon in New York City.  He works 
at the Russian Church Abroad headquarters under the 
supervision of Metropolitan Hilarion.

Father Andrei’s job is to interest and involve young adults, 
ages 18 to 25, in the Church.  “After our young people 
complete Russian School and go to the university, who 
looks after them?” he asks.  “No one.  Our goal is to keep 
them growing in the faith through pilgrimages, trips, choir 
workshops, and concerts.”

Father Andrei received his post in 2000 when he was 
tapped to organize the Ninth Diaspora Youth Conference 
in Chicago.  After completing Holy Trinity Seminary, 

ordained a deacon in 1992 and a priest in 
1994, he was the perfect choice to organize a 
conference in Chicago since he was a rector at a 
church there.  Energetic, enthusiastic, and always 
smiling, he also enjoyed working with young 
adults.  Reviewing all the youth conferences held 
since 1972 in such cities as Montreal, Sao Paulo, 
and Paris, he learned that the early ones attracted 
up to 200 young people.  Then with time, 
interest waned and fewer people signed up.  His 
goal was to excite young people once again with 
the programs and increase participation.  

Under Father Andrei’s direction, that is exactly 
what happened in Chicago, Paris, and most 
recently, in San Francisco.  In his opinion, the 
San Francisco Conference, held June 27 to 
July 4, was exceptionally successful.  Over 150 

participants came from 17 countries, including Russia, 
Australia, France, Austria, Germany, Canada, Ukraine, 
Belorussia, Moldova, and Macedonia.  After Divine 
Liturgies at the Cathedral and prayers at the relics of 
St. John (Maximovich), delegates attended lectures and 
classes where translators were available in Russian and 
in English.  They also visited actual sites where people 
were helping the sick, the elderly and the homeless, such 

as RACS and St. 
John Kronstadt Care 
Center.

“What was different 
at this conference 
was the requirement 
that all groups 
devise plans that 
could be put into 
action at their home 
parishes,” explained 
Father Andrei.  
“Participants took 
their jobs seriously 
and were eager to 
hear and learn new 
things.  We had no 
disciplinary problems Yevgeniy Reznichenko attended the Youth 

Conference in San Francisco.

Matushka Natalia, Father Andrei Sommer, and their son Philip visit the Burlingame Church 
where Father Andrei was once an altar boy.
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whatsoever.  All had the blessing of their priests and 
acted appropriately.”

The Youth Conference cost delegates $400 plus 
airfare.  Young people who came from far away 
and needed financial help were asked to pay only 
for their flights.  The Synod contributed $150,000 
toward their registration fees plus other expenses.

Yevgeniy Reznichenko, a 20-year-old engineering 
student at the Illinois Institute of Technology, was 
one of the delegates.  Immigrating to the U.S. from 
Kiev, Ukraine in 1993 with his mother, Natalia 
Reznichenko and his grandparents, Yevgeniy and his 
family attend the Burlingame Church.  

“I thought the conference was very well organized 
and the mediators did an excellent job translating 
the lectures into several languages,” he said.  “My 
group was given the task of creating a program 
for prisoners.  We came up with ideas based on what the 
Antiochian Orthodox Church is already doing.  I enjoyed 
meeting many young people and plan to stay in touch 
with them after I return to school.”   

The delegates also had time for fun, seeing the Golden 
Gate Bridge, attending a concert, touring Fort Ross, and 
cruising San Francisco Bay.  Father Andrei, however, 
waited until all the delegates were heading home before 
relaxing with his wife, Matushka Natalia, and their 
10-year-old son Philip.  On his first free day, they went 
to Great America.  The next day, after Divine Liturgy, a 
family reunion took place in our Church Hall.

Matushka Natalia is related to our Matushka Tanya 
Pavlenko and to the Roudenkos.  It all began in 1988 
when young Andrei Sommer decided to enroll in Holy 
Trinity Seminary in Jordanville, New York after receiving 
a degree in drafting from the College of San Mateo 
and working a few years at Varian.  While he was still 
in Burlingame, young Natalia came to visit her aunt, 
Matushka Tanya.  Daughter of Marina Rudko, Matushka 
Tanya’s sister, Natalia is the great granddaughter of 
Protopresbyter Michael Pomazansky, professor of dogmatic 
theology at the seminary and author of many books and 
essays on the Eastern Orthodox Church and Russian 
Philosophy and Theology.

The couple met and started dating.  In the third year of 

seminary, they got married.  After living in Chicago, they 
moved to New York City in 2000.  They have three sons, 
Sebastian 21, Gabriel, 19 and Philip, 10.

“In Burlingame, I started serving with Father Nikolai Masich 
on my seventh birthday,” says Father Andrei, son of Vladimir 
and Nadia Sommer.  “My faith grew gradually just by helping 
daily in church.  Mama sang in the choir.  Papa was also 
active.  Today, I see young people take their faith seriously and 
it is such a blessing for me to work with them.”     
     

          

    

The Sommer family enjoy a reunion with the Pavlenkos, Roudenkos, and Maximows, all 
related to one another.  Left to right, Marina Roudenko, Matushka Tanya Pavlenko, Evgenia 
Dmitrievna Roudenko, Marina Rudko, Father Andrei Sommer, Matushka Natalia Sommer, 
Philip Sommer, Xenia Maximow, and Melania Maximow.  Standing, Vladimir Pavlovich 

Roudenko and Andrei Roudenko.

ChURCh Of aLL RUSSIaN SaINTS 
A Parish of the Western American Diocese of the Russian Orthodox 

Church Abroad 
744 El Camino Real, Burlingame, CA 94010 
http://www.allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/
Rector:  Mitred Archpriest Stefan Pavlenko     

Cell: (650) 430-9805 

Parish Newsletter Staff 
Editor - Ludmilla Bobroff 

Art Designer - Xenia Maximow
Photographers - Dimitry Bobroff, Lena Gauschieldt

 and Vladimir Egorov
We welcome your suggestions on the type of articles you would like 
to see in the Parish Newsletter.  Send your ideas to Ludmilla Bobroff 
at Ludmillaa@aol.com or telephone (408) 257-6918.  Please write 

Parish Newsletter in the Subject Line.  Deadline is one month prior to 
publication. 

Next Newsletter - November 2014 
 

Schedule of services can be found on the Church website:  
http://allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/
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FINDING LONG-LOST RELATIVES IN SIBERIA 
- Mara Klestoff

I always knew I had relatives somewhere in Russia, but my 
mother, Angelina Ivanovna Bondar (nee Shilnikoff) never 

talked about those who “stayed behind”.  Neither did she 
know much about them or their fates.  Nevertheless, Mama 
entertained me in childhood with stories about her early 
years in her beloved Chita.

Chita, Zabaikalia is located in southern Siberia, approximately 
300 miles from the Chinese border.  My grandmother’s 1922 
escape from Chita to Manchuria in the dead of winter with her 
three young daughters became a family legend.  Leaving Russia 
was the only life-saving option for the family of Major General 
Ivan Fyodorovich Shilnikoff, an active participant in the White 
Movement in Zabaikalia. 

 Mama did talk about the three uncles who had also been in 
the military.  She told me that my grandfather came from a 
large family, and that his other brothers and one sister had 
stayed behind in their homeland.  My great-grandfather 
had been a well-to-do Cossack landowner and farmer, and 
the careers of his sons were divided between the military 
and farming.

Fast forward to 2009.  Like many baby-boomers, I wanted 
to know more about my roots and my family history.  
Clicking on the search engine Google.ru, I typed in 
“Shilnikoff” and the internet took me to a website titled 
“Predistoria.”   There, to my amazement, I saw people in 
Russia discussing a book my grandfather, Ivan Fyodorovich, 
had written about his experiences in World War I.  My 

Mara and Alex Klestoff, standing behind the patriarch of the Shilnikoff family, Alexander Mihailovich Shilnikoff (with a cane), spend their 
last night together with their long lost relatives at a Buryat-style lamb dinner in a private yurt.  Genealogist Tatiana Shilnikoff (with eye 

glasses) is on the far left.
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family here assumed his book was long forgotten!  
Through “Predistoria” I met Maxim Makaroff, a Russian 
history buff, who became interested in researching 
everything possible about Ivan Fyodorovich.  Maxim 
encouraged me to post on “Predistoria” our family’s 
history after immigrating to China.  Again fate stepped in.   
Tatiana Shilnikoff, who lives in Chita, visited “Predistoria,” 
read my memoirs and became intrigued.  Her family came 
from the same village outside Chita.  She did not think 
she was related to Ivan Fyodorovich, but had heard of him 
from her father and grandfather.  

Tatiana and I became instant friends.  This amazing 
woman set out on a quest to discover our mutual roots.  
She spent countless hours researching birth, death and 
baptismal records of the Mihailo-Archangelski Sobor, 
now kept in the Government Archives of Zabaikalski Krai 
(Region).  Tatiana meticulously reconstructed the family 
tree, discovering that our mutual Shilnikoff ancestor 
appeared in Chita in the mid 1700s.  She also discovered 
the names of my grandfather’s brothers who stayed in 
Russia, and began a search for their descendants.  We 
discovered the sad fate that befell these brothers and their 
families in the terrible 1930s.  

One day in 2011, Tatiana wrote saying she had located 
the grandson of Pyotr Fyodorovich Shilnikoff.  In other 
words, my second cousin!  As soon as he found out about 
my existence, Alexander Mihailovich Shilnikoff, a robust 
octogenarian, bought himself a computer and learned how 
to use it so that we could communicate via Skype.  And 
so I started to get to know him and the eldest of his 12 
children, Sergei, who is the same age as me.  Eventually we 
discovered two granddaughters of Innokenti Fyodorovich 
and a granddaughter of Grigori Fyodorovich, the other two 
brothers.

The Shilnikoffs sent many invitations for us to visit.  Finally, 
this past June, my husband, Alex, and I traveled to Chita 
to meet my newly found relatives and visit the land of my 
ancestors.  Our journey was long in the planning, but the 
welcome we received in Chita was totally unexpected.  After 
going through Passport Control and walking through a 

narrow doorway at Chita Airport, we were enveloped by a 
crowd of smiling, laughing people, who began hugging us 
as they introduced themselves to us one by one.  Alexander 
Mihailovich handed me a big bouquet of flowers.  A couple 
of uniformed Cossacks kissed my hand!

That evening the Shilnikoff family held a banquet in our 
honor and we began to learn who’s who in my cousin’s 
remarkable family of 75.  (Only about one-third were in 
attendance.)  Toasts were raised and speeches made, and I 
was welcomed to Chita as a long lost relative.

In the days that followed, Tatiana arranged special tours 
for us at the Government Archives, the imposing new 
Kazansky Sobor built just recently by the people of 
Chita, and the old wooden Mihailo-Archangelski Sobor, 
where all the Shilnikoff children were baptised before the 
revolution.  In the village outside Chita, I was able to see 
the still-standing log house where several generations of 
Shilnikoffs had been born.  And across the road stands the 
house Innokenti built, still owned and loved as a dacha 
by his granddaughter Luba.  Here Luba prepared for us a 
traditional, bountiful meal that ended with singing and 
tears of joy.

At cousin Anatoly’s house, I experienced a traditional 
Russian banya (sauna).  Cousin Vladimir and wife 
Natalia took us on a tour of the Medical School, which 
they both attended and where Natalia now teaches.  The 
“MedAkademia” is housed in the former boys’ school 
attended by my grandfather and my uncle.  On the last 
day, we drove out to the country to admire the peaceful 
landscape of Zabaikalie – rolling hills, birch forests, a 
chain of lakes.  Here the whole family met for another 
feast – a whole lamb was roasted Buryiat-style and served 
in our private yurt.    

Every day ended around the table with talk into the late 
hours of the warm, Siberian summer night.  After so many 
years, I found my roots and they have entwined around 
my heart.
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ALIK SOKOLIK CELEBRATES 90 WONDERFUL YEARS
- Natalie Klestoff

On June 28, 2014, family and close friends gathered 
to celebrate the 90th birthday of my father, Alik 

Sokolik, longtime parishioner of the Burlingame Church.  
Attending the party was Nina Oshurkoff-Baratoff, who 
composed a touching poem about my father.  Now a 
resident of Sacramento, Nina knew my parents since the 
late 1950s.  She, her late husband, Oleg, and daughter 
Nina, became close friends of our family.  My sister, Maria, 
and I took ballet classes from Nina.  At the birthday party, 
we were all touched by her beautiful poem to my father, 
reprinted in this newsletter.  

Elisey Kuzmich Sokolik, known as Alex or Alik to friends 
and family, was born on June 27, 1924 in Pogranichnaya 
Station, a train station near the Russian/Chinese border.  
His father worked as a train conductor.  At age 2, Alik, 
his older brother, Sergei, and his parents moved to 
Harbin, China. 

From an early age, Alik’s passion was electricity and 
electronics.  As early as age 7, he remembers connecting 
wires to batteries, attaching a light bulb, then running 
the wires outside so the family dog would have a light at 
night in his doghouse.  At age 15, the teenager enrolled in 
a radio technology school and learned how to build radios 

and phonographs so quickly, his instructor hired 
him before he even completed the classes.  

His parents worked at “Dom Miloserdia” which 
was an orphanage and senior care home run by 
Archbishop Nestor.  Kuzma Vasilievich was a 
handyman and groundskeeper while the mother, 
Maria Petrovna, worked as a housekeeper and 
helped care for the orphan girls.  The family 
attended church services at the church located 
at “Dom Miloserdia” and shortly afterward, 
Kuzma Vasilievich became a reader.

In 1941, at age 17, Alik and his parents left 
China and immigrated to San Francisco. 
A few years later, his brother arrived from 
Shanghai.  With World War II in full gear, 
Alik was drafted into the U.S. Army.  After 
completing his tour of duty, he returned home 
and began working in a radio store selling and 

repairing radios.  When televisions came on the market 
in the 1950s, Alik opened his own TV and radio repair 
business.  Soon customers included many Russians living 
in San Francisco and Burlingame. 

In 1947, Nina Feodotovna Zadorojny arrived with her 
father Protodeacon Feodot Zadorojny to San Francisco.  
Having known each other in Harbin, Nina’s father and 
Alik’s parents played matchmakers and introduced Alik to 
Nina. The two fell in love and married shortly afterward.  
They had four children, two sons, Walter and Ken, and 
two daughters Natalie (Klestoff) and Maria (Waluto).  
Eventually four grandchildren arrived.

After Alik’s parents moved to Burlingame in 1963, Nina 
and Alik followed.  Nina opened her own beauty salon 
on Broadway Avenue in Burlingame where many women 
parishioners had standing appointments.  The entire 
family attended church together, first at the Carmelita 
house church, then the Church of All Russian Saints after 
the building was completed.  Having served as deacon at 
the Old Cathedral in San Francisco, Kuzma Vasilievich 
became a protodeacon at the Church of All Russian Saints.  
He served until his repose with Father Nicholai Masich.

Surrounding Alik Sokolik wearing a Hawaiian lei are his children, left to right, Walter Sokolik, 
Natalie Klestoff, Ken Sokolik, and Maria Waluto
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dEaR aLIk
Translated by Nina Oshurkoff-Baratoff

There must be an error in your passport thus,
Or you have planned a joke on us.

It cannot be what I was told
That you are ninety years old.

A lot of waters passed since then
Life’s hustle, worries again and again.

But yet it seemed like yesterday
You came here to the U.S.A.

To America an unknown land
From far away China to a new life.

You caught on fast and made a stand
And learned how to live and strive.

You went to work.  Soon started a family.
So fast became a wizard at fixing TV.

“Alik,” people would say, “please help me,
Please come and fix my broken TV.”

“The lamp is out, the screen is black,
Or my TV is simply out of whack.”

Our Alik was always ready
To help out with his hands so steady.

He had customers galore
Thus became known so well

He made friends at every door
Asked to visit them a spell.

Nina took care of their house,
Their loving kids and her dear spouse.

All in tranquil harmony
Always together so lovingly.

The kids grew up, got on their feet
And went away new challenges to meet.

Soon dear Nina left their nest.
Called by God for her eternal rest.

Yes, these years flew swiftly by, too bad.
Left Alik’s heart so grieving sad.

But our hero is still sprite.
He jokes and laughs with all his might.

His mind is clear, works like a bell.
He is truly a sensation.

He remembers everything so well.
To us all he is an inspiration.

Alik, I congratulate you
I wish you happiness and cheers

I wish you luck and strong health too,
So you could reach a hundred years.

On this, your special jubilee
I raise my glass for you today
For friends and relatives to see

To you, Alik, I’ll yell “HURRAY”

        Дорогой Алик

Вы наверно подшутили
Паспорт свой переменили.

Потому что никак нет
Вам уж девяносто лет.

Протекло так много вод
Сколько суеты, забот.
А как будто-бы вчера

Вы приехали сюда,

Из далекого Китая,
Жизнь Америки незная

Подхватили темп тот скоро
И без всякого тут спора,

На работу Вы пошли.
Тут семью вскорь завели.

Стали Вы знаток тиви.
“Алик” просят, “почини”,

То тут лампа не горит.
То тут звук не так звучит.
То картина вся скосилась,

Иль вообще вся покасилась.

Алик был всегда готов
Всем помочь без лишних слов.

Алика вокруг все знали
И к себе все приминали.

Дом был Ниночки забота,
Нянчить деточек работа
С Аликом все обоюдно

Дружно, любящи, уютно.

А детишки подросли.
Свои семьи завели.

Ушла Нина на покой.
Бог забрал ее порой.

Те года промчялись, жаль.
В сердце Алика печаль.

Но герой наш не здается, 
Шутит, радостно смеется.

Ум работает прекрасно
Всех и вся он знает ясно.
Пример он дает для нас.

Слава Богу в добрый час.

Алик, я Вас поздравляю
Крепких сил я Вам желаю.
В том-же духе продолжать

До ста лет что-б Вам догнать.

В этот славный юбилей
Средь родных всех и друзей

Поднимаю бокал я
Крикну громкое “УРА”

Храни Вас Бог с любовью, 
Нина Д. Ошуркова-Баратова Июнь 2014

Alik’s mother, Maria 
Petrovna, took an active 
role in church as well.  She 
enjoyed embroidering and 
to this day, her Russian style 
hand-embroidered analoy 
covers decorate the church 
on feast days.  Alik’s wife, 
Nina, became active in the 
Sisterhood and taught at the 
Burlingame Russian School 
for a few years.  Alik became 
a member of the Church 
Brotherhood, as it was 
called back then, delivering 
prosphora regularly from the 
monastery in San Francisco 
to the church.  He also helped 
at the candlestand. All four 
children attended Russian 
School in Burlingame. Walter 
was in the first graduating 
class. 

Nina passed away ten years 
ago at age 74 after many 
years of illness.  Alik still lives 
by himself in a small house 
in Burlingame. He remains 
active and enjoys frequent 
visits from his family.   Every 
Sunday, he attends Divine 
Liturgy and sits on the back 
bench next to the candlestand.  
He says he has much to be 
grateful for and “praises and 
thanks God for the many 
blessings in his life and for his 
family.”
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CITY HALL APPROVES 
ADA RAMP PROJECT
- Nikolai Koretsky

As you enter our church through 
the main front door, you’ll 

notice a short ramp on the right side.  
It was designed and built many years 
ago to allow handicapped persons 
on wheel-chairs to enter and exit the 
church. This ramp is short and steep.  
It takes a strong care-giver to push a 
wheel-chair up and down the ramp, 
making sure a runaway accident 
does not occur.  Although this ramp 
has a hand rail on one side, it does 
not allow a handicapped person to 
go up or down the ramp without 
the help of others.  New motorized 
wheel-chairs are unable to climb 
this ramp because it is too steep.  
 
Since then, the Federal Government 
has instituted a law known as the 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) that prescribes exactly how 
such ramps must be built. Although 
the law does not mandate ramps must 
be built, it does state that in case of 
an accident the church is liable if no 
ramp exists or the ramp does not meet 
ADA requirements. Our ramp clearly 
does not meet the requirements. 
It is too steep, too short, and does 
not have hand rails on both sides.  
 
The Parish Council has decided 
to make the ADA ramp a priority 
for the 2014 year.  The first design 
requirement is to allow handicapped 
persons to enter and exit the church 
on wheelchairs. The second is to 
allow a casket to roll in and out of 
the church without being lifted 
manually over the steps.  The third 

requirement is the ability to move 
a water-filled christening tub in 
and out of the church.  And the 
last requirement is, of course, 
to meet all ADA requirements.  
Several designs were considered and 
the following was selected. The new 
ramp will be built in the same place 
as the existing ramp.  It will be 12 feet 
long elevating over two 6 inch steps. 
The third step will be eliminated by 
raising the surface of the ground by 
six inches.  Plans have been presented 
to the City of Burlingame and 
approved.  We have received a permit.
To proceed, we are getting three 
bids from contractors.  Hopefully, a 
contractor will be selected in early 
September and the project will be 
completed this fall. 

The cost of the project will be 
financed through our Stewardship 
Program.  Unfortunately, pledges 
to the Program have stagnated.  We 
appeal to all our church attendees to 
make a pledge to our Stewardship 
Program so that we have sufficient 
funds to complete this project as well 
as other necessary improvements.  
Please pick up a Stewardship 
brochure and application form near 
the candlestand.  Brochures and 
applications are available in both 
Russian and English.

 ****************

CHOIR NEWS
- Andrei Roudenko

This has been a busy summer for 
our choir.  Besides singing at 

our regular services, we represented 
our parish in early August at the 
Third International Russian Choral 

Music Festival in San Francisco.  
At the opening of the festival, we 
performed a program of sacred 
works by renowned composer Pavel 
Chesnokov.  In the closing concert of 
the festival in Berkeley, we performed 
with Metropolitan Opera star Andrey 
Nemzer. 
 
More recently, our choir has begun 
preparation for our choral recital-
concert of selections from the Vigil 
(Всенощная) service, which will be 
presented in our church on Sunday 
afternoon, October 26.

Also in October, from the 8th to the 
12th, some members of our choir will be 
participating in the Russian Orthodox 
Church Musicians’ Conference in 
Santa Rosa.  The title of this year’s 
conference is “Fundamentals of 
Musicianship for the Church Choir 
and its Conductor.”  It will focus “on 
increasing the skill, knowledge, artistic 
sensitivity, and prayerful execution of 
church singing, as well as the role of 
the conductor in building fluidity of 
harmony, nuances, and choral blend.”

The Russian Orthodox Church 
Musicians’ Conference is an 
international event that brings 
together choir members and 
conductors to explore the wealth and 
beauty of Russian Orthodox Church 
music.  Participants gain practical and 
theoretical knowledge and experience 
through lectures, workshops and 
rehearsals, which culminate in 
festive services.  Presentations and 
discussions are conducted in both 
English and Russian.  For information 
and registration, log onto www.
rocmconference.com   Deadline to 
register for the hotel is September 5.  

This month our choir will 
commemorate several famous 
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composers of church music whose 
repose occurred in September.  Among 
these are Dmitri Bortniansky (1825), 
Aleksei Turenkov (1958), Arhimandrit 
Matfey (Mormyl, 2009) and Aleksei 
Kastorsky (1944).  As has become our 
tradition, these composers’ works will 
be featured in our services. 

****************

NEWS FROM THE 
SISTERHOOD
- Matushka Tatiana Pavlenko

Several members of our Sisterhood 
volunteered many hours of their 

time to prepare Lenten meals for 
participants of the All Diaspora 
Russian Orthodox Youth Conference.  
Held in San Francisco June 27 
through July 3, the conference 
attracted wonderful young adults 
from all over the world.  It was a 
pleasure to meet them and cook for 
them.  Our Burlingame Church 
volunteers also prepared appetizers 
for the banquet which followed the 
celebration of the 20th anniversary 
of the Glorification of St. John 
of Shanghai and San Francisco. 
 
Weekly Coffee Hours, which started 
in July, have been a big success.  
Sponsored and hosted by individuals 
and small groups, the Coffee Hours 
after Divine Liturgy are well attended 
and very lively.  All proceeds go to 
the Sisterhood for Church needs.  
The Sisterhood pays for janitorial 
services, new kitchen appliances, new 
vestments for the clergy, paper plates 
and plastic utensils for the Coffee 
Hours, etc.  If you wish to sponsor 
one of these Coffee Hours, sign up on 
the chalkboard in the Church Hall.  
For more information, please call 
Matushka Tania Pavlenko at (650) 
430-9806.

UPCOMINg PaRISh EVENTS

SEPTEMBER 7 – BRUNCh

SEPTEMBER 21 – LUNCh

OCTOBER 26 – BURLINgaME ChURCh ChOIR CONCERT IN ThE 
ChURCh ITSELf.  BREakfaST SaNdwIChES ON hOMEMadE ENgLISh 

MUffINS wILL BE SERVEd IN ThE ChURCh haLL BEfORE ThE 
CONCERT.  a wINE aNd ChEESE RECEPTION wILL ENd ThE fESTIVE 

afTERNOON.

PELMENI-MakINg SESSIONS

SEPTEMBER 4 aNd OCTOBER 2

If yOU CaN hELP, COME TO ThE ChURCh haLL aNyTIME BETwEEN 10 
a.M. aNd 4 P.M.  CaLL LUBa gaUSChIELdT fOR MORE INfORMaTION.  

(650) 591-1605

LIVESTREAM SERVICES
For those who are home bound or hospitalized and are not able to attend 
Services at the Church Of All Russian Saints (COARS), we have enabled 

live video streaming via the Internet. All live and previously recorded Ser-
vices can be viewed here:  www.new.livestream.com/COARS

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
V. Rev. Mitred Archpriest 
Stefan Pavlenko, Rector (650) 430-9805

Ivan Afanasiev, Elder (650) 589-7617
Alexei Baranoff, Treasurer (916) 799-0898
Yura Misersky, Secretary (650) 579-2667

Head Sister 
Matushka Tatiana Pavlenko (650) 430-9806

Choir Director  
Andrei Roudenko (650) 922-0250

Board Members

Dimitry Bobroff (408) 257-6918
Nikolai Koretsky (650) 492-8237
Andrei Maximow (408) 954-0764
Shura Ossipoff (650) 697-1078
Oleg Bolshakoff (415) 759-8582
Alexsei Sikorsky (650) 235-5286

Printed with the 

blessing of His 

Eminence Kyrill, 

Archbishop of San 

Francisco and 

Western America, 

Russian Orthodox 

Church Outside 

Russia.
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Kursk Root icon of the Theotokos visited our church in July.  Its history goes 
back to the 13th century when the Tartars invaded Russia.  A hunter noticed 

the icon lying on the ground next to the root of a tree.  No sooner did he pick it 
up than a spring gushed up.  The miracle working icon has been transferred to 
many cities over the centuries until departing for Serbia, then the United States 

after the evacuation of the White Russian Army.  Father Stefan’s father was 
miraculously cured from a serious stomach ailment in New Jersey by the icon.

Many Orthodox venerated the icon at the Divine Liturgy that morning.

Father Stefan blesses parishioners with the Kursk Root icon in the 
Church Hall before placing it in the blue velvet pouch sewn by 

Matushka Tanya Pavlenko.  The icon traveled next to Sacramento.

Parishioners bring fruit to be blessed on the Feast Day of the 
Transfiguration of the Lord.  Father Stefan explained that traditionally 

grapes are blessed because communion wine is made from grapes.  
However in Old Russia, grapes were not available in August, so apples 

were blessed instead.  Today baskets contain all types of fruit.  

S P E C I A L  O C C A S I O N S
KURSK ICON AND TRANSFIGURATION FEAST DAY
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Left to right, Elena Bederov, Nina Myslyva, Svetlana 
Avdeeva, Ludmila Doktorov, Elena Lastochkina Left to right, Luba Gauschieldt, Nina Eyvazov, Lena Gauschieldt

Left to right, Elena Mariakhina, Grisha Novikov, Alexsei 
Achtar-Zadeh Sikorsky, Alexey Kovalenko, Ekaterina 

Kovalenko.  In front: Kirill Novikov.  Not in photo: Michael 
Mariakhin, Yulya Novikova

Bill and Thomas Gilchrist
Left to right, Alex Klestoff, Mara Klestoff, Alexei Baranoff, 

Anastasia Baranoff

SUMMER COFFEE HOURS
V O L U N T E E R  H O S T S
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PARISH RUSSIAN SCHOOL BEGINS 
A NEW YEAR
- A. N. Miroshnichenko, Director

School bells are ringing once again for the start of the 
62nd year of the Parish Russian School at the Church of 

All Russian Saints.  Enrollment and classes start Tuesday, 
September 9 at 4:30 in the Church Hall.  Children, ages 
five to sixteen, are welcome.  The school has between 30 
and 40 students and approximately ten teachers.

Students complete eleven classes from Kindergarten to 
the 7th Grade Gimnazia.  They graduate with knowledge 
of the Russian language, literature, history and 
Orthodoxy.  Except for Saints Cyril & Methodius High 
School at the Holy Virgin Cathedral in San Francisco, 
the Burlingame Russian School  is the only language 
school in the San Francisco Bay Area that teaches 
Russian Orthodoxy.

Our school is geared toward Russian-speaking Russian 
Orthodox children, who are encouraged to attend 
church as often as possible.  Classes begin and end 
with prayers.  When a child is not fluent in Russian, 
classroom instructions are given in English to help 
him/her along.  Under consideration are special 
conversational classes to teach such students vocabulary 
and pronunciation. 

Classes are held every Tuesday from 4:30 to 7:20 p.m. 
with the first class beginning on Tuesday, September 9.  
After enrollment, on September 9th, Father Stefan will 
serve a moleben, praying for a productive school year.  
We encourage students, parents and teachers to have 
confession and communion together for Nativity and 
Pascha.  The school provides maximum immersion into 
the Russian Orthodox culture and religion.

Besides classroom instruction, the school holds a Yolka 
Christmas party in celebration of the Nativity.  It will be 
held on Sunday, January 14, 2015 after Divine Liturgy 
in the Church Hall.  A second celebration, “Akt”, is 
scheduled for May 17, 2015, ending the school year and 
honoring students who have excelled.

School fees are $90 per month for one child and $135 
for two children.  For more information, log onto 
http://www.dorogadomoj.com/g14kal.html   

ThaNk yOU 
TO 

 LUdMILa aNd BORIS dOkTOROV
 

fOR gRaCIOUSLy SPONSORINg ThE COST Of ThIS 
ISSUE IN MEMORy Of ThEIR SON, aLExaNdER, 

aNd IN MEMORy Of LUdMILa’S MOThER, 
VaLENTINa.

23Rd RUSSIaN ORThOdOx ChURCh 
MUSICIaNS’ CONfERENCE

fUNdaMENTaLS Of MUSICIaNShIP fOR ThE ChURCh 
ChOIR aNd ITS CONdUCTOR

STS. PETER & PaUL RUSSIaN ORThOdOx ChURCh

SaNTa ROSa, Ca · OCTOBER 8-12, 2014

MORE INfO aT www.ROCMCONfERENCE.COM/

***************

3Rd aNNUaL CaLISTOga 
wINE TaSTINg

ST. SIMEON ORThOdOx ChURCh

1421 CEdaR aVE. CaLISTOga, Ca
SUNday, OCTOBER 12Th, 2014 3-6PM

MORE INfO aT 
www.CaLISTOgaORThOdOxwINE.COM/
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PLEaSE SUPPORT OUR adVERTISERS.  aLL PROCEEdS fROM ad SaLES gO TO ThE STEwaRdShIP fUNd.  If yOU wOULd LIkE 
yOUR BUSINESS CaRd TO aPPEaR IN ThE NOVEMBER/dECEMBER ISSUE Of ThE NEwSLETTER, PLEaSE CONTaCT dIMITRy 

BOBROff aT JBOBROff@aOL.COM  COST IS $25.  dEadLINE fOR SUBMITTINg CaRdS aNd SENdINg ChECkS (MadE OUT TO 
ChURCh Of aLL RUSSIaN SaINTS) IS OCTOBER 1.

SALES DIRECTORY

CLOTHING

ELECTRICIANDENTIST

BAKERY & CAFE

FLOWERS HEALTH AND WELLNESS PRODUCTS
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HOME FOR THE ELDERLY MARKET

PHYSICIAN REAL ESTATE

SKILLED NURSING FACILITYSKILLED NURSING FACILITY

REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE


