
NEWSLETTER
CHURCH OF ALL RUSSIAN SAINTS

VOLUME 9 NUMBER 4                      
September/October 2021

continued...

We are thankful to God that we are able to have Church Services in an almost normal manner. We should not 
be depressed or upset about the medical rulings imposed on us by the State and County medical authorities 

but to accept all as being ALLOWED BY GOD to occur. We have abided by these dictates as much as our 
Orthodox Christian conscience has allowed and we will continue to do so as long as the dictates do not transgress 
Church Canon Law and Orthodox Christian Dogma.  Please refer to our Covid Response postings on our web 
page for details. http://allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/

This current issue of  our Parish Newsletter is being posted and printed while Matushka Tatiana and I are in Russia.  
We have been chosen and assigned to participate in an historical event in Irkutsk, Siberia, Russia.  Opening in 
the Saint Innocent Cultural and Educational Museum in the town of  Anga-Irkutsk is the Saint Innocent and Fort 
Ross Exhibit.  The exhibit is in honor and memory of  Saint Innocent (Saint Innokenti in Russian), Metropolitan 
of  Moscow and All Russia.  During his lifetime, he was known as Father Ioann Veniaminoff.  In addition, a section 
of  the Irkutsk Museum which spotlights Alaska and Russian America will now be dedicated to Fort Ross State Park 
which is located in Northern California.  

Leading the delegation of  the St. Innocent Project is Robin Joy Wellman, historian and citizen diplomat, who 
was employed at Fort Ross for over 30 years.  She has worked with many churches, academics, and native tribal 
members in telling the history of  Colony Ross, making sure all nations were included.

Among other locally invited delegates are Matushka Tatiana Pavlenko, Father George Kurtow, rector of  Saint 
Seraphim Church of  Monterey, Matushka Helen Kurtow, and Mother Macrina, a nun at Holy Assumption 
Monastery (OCA) in Calistoga, California.

During the time that we are away, (August 23 through September 17), services in our church will continue with 
appointed visiting priests celebrating Divine Liturgies.  Saturday night Vigils will not be served. 
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Check the schedules on our website for details and 
any adjustments that might take place.  Please attend 
services whenever you are able. Those in need of  
pastoral attention, please contact our local clergy in 
San Francisco, Menlo Park, Palo Alto, or the Diocesan 
Dean (Благочинный) Father Martin Person in 
Sunnyvale.  His telephone number is 1-408-805-6570.  
He can help you connect with a priest. 

The Church Abroad Official Web Page also has 
a Listing of  priests by parishes, including contact 
information: 
SYNOD OF BISHOPS OFFICIAL SITE: https://
www.synod.com/synod/indexeng.htm
PARISH DIRECTORY: https://directory.
stinnocentpress.com/

As many of  you know, Tatiana and I, along with our 
Children and Grandchildren, celebrated our 50th 
Wedding Anniversary on Sunday July 18.  After Divine 
Liturgy, Tatiana and I joyously greeted our Parish 
Faithful with a luncheon prepared lovingly for everyone 
by Matushka Tatiana. No formal invitations were 
issued.  Everyone who attended Church Service that 
Sunday morning was welcome to attend. 

We would like to express our sincere thanks to the 
Sisterhood for their help that day with arranging 
the chairs and tables, presenting the food, and then 
performing the difficult chore of  cleaning up. We 
also thank all who attended and expressed their 
love for us which we could warmly feel.  Many kind 
people gave us generous gifts, including our Parish 
Council, our Choir, our Parish School Teachers and 
Parents committees, our Sisterhood, our Parish Clerics 
and servers.  We thank all of  them and our entire 
Parish Family for your love, support and generosity.  
May God bestow His blessings on all of  you.  We also 
ask you to pray for us as we visit Siberia, Lake Baikal, 
Anga-Irkutsk, Moscow and Saint Petersburg for the 
800 Year Celebration Day of  Saint Alexander Nevsky. 

As Matushka and I depart as travelers, delegates and 
pilgrims during this continuing pandemic, may the 
Lord send an АНГЕЛА СПУТНИКА (a fellow-
traveling-angel) on our path to protect us from any 
harm, and to bring us back safe and sound, in good 
health, and in joyous spirits. 

What is the significance of  
church Bell ringing?

We have acquired a set of  new bells from a foundry 
in Russia which is something I believed for decades 

to be possible.  The ringing of  bells is an essential part of  
Orthodox Christian worship and is quite highly developed 
in the Russian Orthodox Church.  Most other Orthodox 
Church communities and monasteries have one or two 
bells, sometimes just a “bilo” or a clanging iron.  Greek 
Monasteries also have what is called a “simandron” or 
“toaca”, which is a thick board of  hard wood.  Various 
rhythms can be played on it with wooden mallets. 

Russian Churches have at least three, four, six or even 
more bells, tuned to each other in sets of  small, medium, 
and large bells.  Some bells even weigh over 100 tons!  The 
main purpose of  bell ringing is to proclaim God’s Glory 
in the environment, to call people to prayer and attend 
church, and to allow those not at a service to know when 
sacred moments are occurring.  It’s time, then, to stop 
frivolous activity for contemplation and prayer.

Monasteries and Churches with a large assortment of  bells 
ring separate sets of  bells on weekdays and during lesser 
Feast Days.  During Lent and fasting days, and on Sundays 
and Major Feast Days, other bells are rung at their 
appointed times.  A more subdued and austere ringing is 
appointed during Fasts, Lenten Seasons, and funerals.  But 
then on Easter/Pascha and during Bright Week, all the 
bells of  all the Churches are rung in the most festive and 
joyous manner!  . 

It takes some serious training to learn the intricate system 
of  bell ringing.  Some members of  our Parish along with 
half  a dozen children are going through elementary 
training sessions.  They are beginning to become quite 
proficient at bell ringing.  

It is proper to ring a single large bell for at least 9 slow 
peals before any service is celebrated in Church before 
Saturday evening Vigil and Feast Day Vigils.  On Sundays 
and Holy Day Divine Liturgies, all the bells are rung in 
what is called a “Trizvon” (three short sessions of  all bells 
ringing).  Trizvon is appointed for Feast Day Vigils at the 
Matins Kathisma just before Poliyelei (the Magnification 
of  the Feast or Saint is sung).  A single bell is pealed near 
the end of  Matins at the Ninth Song in honor of  the Holy 
Theotokos. 
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At Divine Liturgy, the Trizvon is appointed before the beginning of  the service.  A single bell is pealed at the singing of  
the Creed (ВЕРУЮ) and, in some churches, for the duration of  the Eucharistic Canon, especially during “Достойно и 
праведно есть” (IT IS PROPER AND RIGHT TO HYMN THEE).   Of  course, it is appointed to ring the full set of  bells 
in joyous Trizvon at the end of  services and especially at Feast Day Divine Liturgies to signify a joyous jubilation of  thanks 
to GOD!

Truly, our Orthodox Church service brings all our 
senses in reverent prayer and communion with God - 
seeing, touching, tasting, smelling and hearing:  hearing 
the Choir singing and the readings and invocations 
proclaimed.  Not in the least is “Blagovest” (благовест), 
a Russian word which literally means the Joyous Gospel, 
THE GOOD NEWS, triumphantly expressed in the 
sounds of  ringing bells. 
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Bells are rung to announce sacred moments 
occurring during the service.

Father Stefan chose the icon, Our Lord Jesus Christ Not 
Made by Hands, to be cast on one of  the larger bells.



Many years ago during a visit to Russia, Father Stefan 
met the founder of  the Pyatkov Bell Foundry.  He was 

so impressed with the sound and the quality of  the church 
bells that the foundry produced, Father Stefan hoped that 
someday our Church of  All Russian Saints in Burlingame, 
California would also own a set of  such bells from Russia 
that would welcome the faithful to All-Night Vigil, Divine 
Liturgy, Pascha and other Liturgies, guiding them with each 
prayerful peal to key moments of  the services. 

Bell-ringing in Russia started after the conversion of  Kievan 
Rus to Christianity in the 10th century.  It was imported 
from Western Europe.  However, Russian bells differed from 
Western bells in the proportion of  height to width and the 
thickness of  the walls.  They did not swing and the clapper 
of  the bell was a different design.  In the Russian bells, all 
the ropes to the clappers would be gathered together.  The 
smaller bells would be played by hand while the bigger bells 
would be played by foot.  

Father Stefan’s dream started to materialize 18 months 
ago when the Parish Council approved the purchase of  
the Russian bells.   Money from the Stewardship Fund was 
slated to pay for the purchase and Council Member Bill 
Gilchrist volunteered to chair the 
project.  

Bill learned that the old bells in 
the belfry were not church bells 
at all but old bells from trains and 
fire houses that had been found 
and donated by parishioners.  
The largest one was badly 
cracked and none produced 
pleasing sounds.  Bill also learned 
that the Pyatkov Bell Foundry was 
represented by Mark Galperin of  
Blagovest Bells who had a great 
deal of  knowledge of  designing 
and implementing complete 
Russian bell installations.  

Father Stefan’s first task was to 
choose the bells, the Slavonic 
inscription, and the two icons that 

would be cast on them.  For the largest bell, he chose two 
icons - Our Lord Jesus Christ Not Made by Hands, and the 
Holy Theotokos Kursk Icon of  the Sign.  The inscription 
on the largest bell commemorates “70 Years Anniversary of  
All Russian Saints Church, Burlingame, CA 1952-2022.”  
The inscription on the second largest bell reads, “100 years 
Anniversary Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia 
1921-2021”.

Once the order was placed with the Pyatkov Bell Foundry, a 
professional Russian bell installer from St. Louis designed a 
new bell support structure in the belfry.  Thomas Gilchrist, 
Bill’s son, removed the old bells and the mounting beams 
and supports, braced the beam structure, laid new flooring, 
then sanded and painted the walls.

Meanwhile, training bells were moved into the adjoining 
side room of  the church so that after services, interested 
boys and girls could learn how to ring the bells by moving 
the clapper so that it struck only one side of  the stationary 
bell.  Victor Avdienko, a professional percussionist who 
performs with the San Francisco Symphony, Ballet, and 
Opera Companies was hired to teach the youngsters.  
Signing up for the classes were Alexander Friesen, Ilyusha 

continued...
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Professional musician Victor Avdienko has been giving bell ringing lessons 
to our younger parishioners.  He is shaking hands with our bell project 

manager, Bill Gilchrist on the right.



and Anastasia Sarandinaki, Nicky and Vovik Motoviloff.  Head Altar Server, 
Dimitry Tchertkoff, who learned bell ringing at the Holy Trinity Monastery in 
Jordanville, was appointed Lead Bell Ringer and supervisor of  the ringing crew.

In May, Bill received word that the new bells had arrived from the foundry and 
had cleared U.S. Customs.  When they were delivered to the church, Thomas 
Gilchrist and a helper carefully hoisted them inside and up the ladder to the 
belfry.  Father and son also removed the original bells and drove them to 
Saint Silouan the Athonite Monastery, two miles outside the town of  Sonora, 
California.  
Deputy Abbot 
Father Ignatius 
accepted the old 
bells with great 
joy.  This fall, 
Bill and Thomas 
plan to return to 
the Monastery 
to build a bell 
support structure 
on top of  the 
hill where a 
cross overlooks 
the monastery 
property and a 
future chapel is 
planned.  Once anchored, the bells will be rung daily.  

On July 4, 2021, during the Feast Day of  All Russian Saints, Bishop Theodosy 
served Divine Liturgy and appointed Archpriest Alexei Kotar, rector of  St. 
Nicholas Orthodox Cathedral in Seattle, Washington, to climb the ladder to the 
belfry, bless the new bells with holy water and cense both the outside and the 
inside of  the bells.  He also laid hands on the bells to bless them while Bishop 
Theodosy read the prayers of  Blessing Bells and the Choir sang the appointed 
hymns.

Meanwhile, Father Stefan, the rest of  the clergy, and the parishioners processed 
outside to the back of  the church.  Our parishioners and the church building 
were blessed with Holy Water.    

The Russian bells had finally found their new home and chimed joyously at the 
end of  the Divine Liturgy.

5

Our Adult Altar Server Dimitry Tchertkoff was trained 
to be a bell ringer at the Jordanville Monastery.
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Ron Bulatoff’s claim to fame in our Parish is that he 
is one of  the few remaining founders still living and 

attending church.  Although he was a little boy at the time, 
Ron remembers the original chapel in a house church 
which was the summer residence of  His Beatitude Ever 
Memorable Metropolitan Anastassy (Gribanovsky) who 
came annually from New York City to visit Orthodox 
Churches belonging to the Western American Diocese.  

In 1952, a small group of  parishioners organized a 
Brotherhood commemorating All Russian Saints.  Ron’s 
parents, Mikhail Yakovlevich and Nina Yakovlevna 
Bulatoff were part of  this group.  They had immigrated 
to the United States from China in the early 1920s.  Nina 
Yakovlevna became a registered nurse and Mikhail 
Yakovlevich, a house painter.  The purpose of  the 
Brotherhood was to acquire property for the head of  the 
Synod Church so he would have a proper base in the 
Western American Diocese.

Ron was born in 1947 and named “Ronald,” rather than 
given a Russian name.  That’s because his mother wanted 
him to seem to be American.  “During those years and in 
the 1950s, ‘russophobia’ was rampant,” says Ron.  “There 
was strong anti-Russian feeling in the U.S. and my mother 
thought having an American name would protect me.  
However, I was baptized ‘Mikhail’ and called ‘Misha’ at 
home.”

During Ron’s teenage years, Nina Yakovlevna became a 
real estate agent and found the building where our church 
is now located on El Camino Real.  Ron spoke Russian at 
home and attended Russian School on Saturdays at the Old 
Cathedral on Fulton Street, even though his mother was 
an administrator and a fundraiser at the Burlingame Parish 
Russian School.

“There were 300 students attending Russian School in San 
Francisco at that time,” he remembers.  “While the San 
Francisco kids had to come several times a week for classes, 
those of  us living outside the City were allowed to come 
only on Saturdays.  But it was a lot of  work to keep up with 
the others.”

Ron was accepted into San Francisco State University and 
majored in Russian and Psychology.  He chose those majors 
partly to remain low on the “lottery” draft list which the 
U.S. Army was using to send recruits to Vietnam.  However, 
upon graduation in 1969, he learned his “lottery” number 
was high so he enlisted into the California Army National 
Guard.  Ron trained at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, then served six 
months of  active duty.  Upon completion, he continued his 
reserve duty on weekends and during summer camps until 
1976.

In 1970, Ron was hired for a full time position at the 
Hoover Institution Archives at Stanford University after 
impressing Stanford administrators with his part-time 
work.  His new title was Archival Specialist and he worked 
in the reference department, translating letters and reports, 
arranging and computerizing material, and showing visitors 
how to use the index.

The Library had lots of  Soviet material which the staff 
translated.  After President of  the Soviet Union Mikhail 
Sergeyevich Gorbachev took office, the country loosened 
up a great deal on what they were releasing to the world.  
Hoover Institution microfilmed a lot of  material from the 
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Ron Bulatoff



Communist Party.  PhD students and historians flocked 
to Hoover, thrilled to be working with “primary sources” 
rather than secondary ones.

Because of  his job, Ron came in contact with a number 
of  famous people.  One was novelist and historian 
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn.  After Solzhenitsyn was deported 
from the Soviet Union for writing critical books about its 
government, Stanford University invited him in 1975 to 
come to the university, open an office in Hoover Tower, and 
do research on future books.  Ron was appointed to provide 
him with any material that he needed.

“Solzhenitsyn was very nice to me whenever I brought him 
material from the stacks,” says Ron.  “I also arranged press 
interviews for him and introduced him to the editor of  
Russian Life newspaper with whom he talked quite a bit.”  
Eventually, Solzhenitsyn and his wife joined their son living 
in Vermont.

“On his last visit to Stanford, Solzhenitsyn asked me to drive 
him to the Pacific Ocean,” continues Ron.  “When we got 
there, he took off his shoes and socks, rolled up his pants, 
and walked into the cold water.  Then he laughed. ‘My son 
would never have forgiven me if  I had not stepped into the 
Pacific Ocean.’”

Another celebrity that Ron met in the early 1970s was 
Ronald Reagan when he was the Governor of  California.  
“Reagan wanted to read what Soviet newspapers were 
writing about him,” says Ron.  “What I remember most 
about him was his deep tan.”

Ron also had extensive correspondence with historian 
Victoria Gennadevna Sharonova, wife of  the Russian 
Consul General in Shanghai.  Sharonova corresponded with 
Ron, explaining how President Vladimir Putin arranged to 
have, for the first time since the Chinese Communists closed 
the Cathedral in 1949, a Patriarchal Service served at the 
Cathedral of  the Icon of  the Mother of  God “Surety of  
Sinners” where Saint John of  Shanghai and San Francisco 
once served.  The Liturgy was served by Patriarch Kyrill 
of  Russia and Orthodox Chinese clergy.  It was televised 
and shown all over Russia.  Sadly, one can see that only 
the Dome with its icons remains the same, even though the 
Cathedral has museum status now.
 
Ron returned to live with his parents in 1984 because 
his mother had a stroke.  She reposed in 1986.  Ron’s 
father reposed in 1990.  Ron continued working at 
Hoover Institution for over 39 years.  Upon retirement, 
he thought he would just relax, but soon that became too 
boring.  Today, Ron is busy volunteering at the Burlingame 
Historical Society, the Burlingame Public Library, and at a 
Shelter Network. 
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Ron discusses research options with historian 
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn at Hoover.

Ron poses with his parents, the late Mikhail 
Yakovlevich and Nina Yakovlevna Bulatoff.



After attending our oldest granddaughter’s high school 
graduation in Massachusetts, Dimitry and I spent a few 

days in Jordanville, New York, on a personal pilgrimage to Holy 
Trinity Monastery, praying at the Holy Trinity Cathedral, and 
reuniting with old friends.  Although the 250-mile drive along 
the Massachusetts and New York State toll roads was long, once 
we left the throughways, a whole new world opened up to us.
No longer did we encounter traffic or crowds of  people.  Instead, 
stretching before us were empty country roads, rolling green 
hills, houses in varying stages of  disrepair, and block-long 
villages with stores and restaurants posting Closed signs.  We 
even saw horse and carriages, carrying Amish families home for 
supper.

While the drive was beautiful, neither one of  us realized we were 
on Monastery property until we saw the gold cupolas of  the Holy 
Trinity Cathedral visible above the trees.  Holy Trinity Monastery 
was established in 1930 and encompasses almost 1000 acres.  
It has a Monastic Building, which currently houses 30 monks, 
the Holy Trinity Seminary with 25 seminarians living on-site 
and attending classes, a Bell Tower at the entrance, a History 
Museum, Book Store, four cemeteries, and a beautiful Cathedral 
with daily services.

Not knowing where to start, we asked a young seminarian, 
wearing a traditional black cassock, directions to the Russian 
History Museum.  We knew that Michael Perekrestov, son of  
Archpriest Peter Perekrestov of  the Holy Virgin Cathedral in San 
Francisco, was the Executive Director there but unfortunately, 
he was not present at the Museum that day.  Instead, Museum 
Archivist Andrei Liubimov answered our many questions.  The 
current exhibit, “Revealing the Divine Treasures of  Russian 
Sacred Art,” was very impressive.

Liubimov was kind enough to drive us up paved and unpaved 
roads so we could see a 40-foot cross on top of  a hill overlooking 
the Monastery.  Our Father Stefan was a member of  the seminary 

class that erected the Cross in 1971.  Having participated in 
summer programs at the Monastery since he was nine years 
old, Father Stefan has strong ties with the seminary and is now 
president of  the HTS Alumni Association.         

The next morning, we woke up early and joined the monks, 
clergy, and parishioners greeting His Grace Bishop Luke of  
Syracuse, Rector of  Holy Trinity Monastery, as he arrived at the 
Holy Trinity Cathedral to serve Divine Liturgy for the Feast Day 
of  the Ascension of  Our Lord Jesus Christ.  Not in attendance 
were most of  the seminarians who had already departed for the 
summer months.  

Among the clergy, we spotted Father Serge Kotar, who had 
retired the previous year from the Holy Virgin Cathedral in San 
Francisco; Father Deacon Peter Markevich, who grew up in the 
Burlingame  Church; Father Deacon Nicholas Kotar who was 
directing the monastery choir; Father Ephraim Willmarth, former 
member of  the Burlingame Church Choir and a former teacher 
at St. John Academy in San Francisco; and Sub-Deacon Monk 
Nikon, whom we knew as a little boy named Boris Provotakis in 
the Russian Scouts program.

What surprised us inside the Cathedral were all the mothers 
with their children standing on the left side of  the church. They 
were the wives of  the married clergy and members of  families 
who had settled in nearby towns to be near the monastery.  After 
the Divine Liturgy, we chatted with Michael Perekrestov, Monk 
Nikon, and Father Ephraim, now Assistant Dean, Director of  
Admissions, and Registrar of  the Seminary.  He spoke highly of  
our altar server, Leo Grabowski, who is in the Master’s program 
at the seminary. 

We were invited to lunch at Father Serge and Matushka Masya 
Kotar’s new home.  They greeted us warmly at the front door 
where a plaque, reading “St. John’s House” was hung.  Father 
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 Upon arrival, we see the Bell Tower and the gold 
cupolas of  the Holy Trinity Cathedral.

 After Bishop Luke arrived, the Divine Liturgy began.



Serge had explained earlier that an icon of  St. John of  Shanghai 
and San Francisco caught their eye when they were house-
hunting.  The former owners were not Orthodox but bought the 
icon because they liked its appearance.  When they vacated the 
house, they took the icon with them, saying it brought them good 
luck.  Father Serge and the family, however, considered it an omen 
that St. John wanted them to live there.

Matushka took us on a tour of  the two-story house built in the 
mid-1800s.  Then, Father Serge showed us the stone border he 
built, the plants he planted, and the shed which houses their 
exercise equipment before we went inside to enjoy a delicious 
meal with the entire family.

Seated around the table were Father Deacon Nicholas (known in 
his youth as “Nicky”), his wife Nastya, and their three children, 
ranging in age from 3 to 7.  Nastya was expecting a fourth child 
which was born in August.  Father Deacon Nicholas was recently 
appointed a full-time member of  the Seminary faculty, teaching 
classes as well as conducting weekly choir rehearsals for both 
undergraduate and graduate students.  Conversation around 
the table was lively and we all enjoyed the lunch prepared by 
Matushka Masya.

In order to visit the Monastery, Dimitry and I had to receive 
permission from Bishop Luke.  Father Serge explained that before 
Pascha, many of  the monks were infected with the Covid virus, 
some lightly, others seriously.  Bishop Luke worried and prayed for 
every one of  them.  A monk from the Philippines even had to be 
hospitalized.  When he was ready to be released, doctors wanted 
him to go to a rehab facility.  Bishop Luke said no, the monks were 
a family, he should come back to the monastery.  So the Bishop 
appointed two monks to care for the patient and bring him back 
to good health, which they did.

The Kotar family did not escape the pandemic.  Except for the 
children, all of  them were infected, some slightly, others more 
seriously.  Father Serge was infected worst of  all.  He started 
coughing continuously, ran a fever, had no energy and slept 20 
hours a day.  Bishop Luke kept telling Matushka to keep feeding 

him and not worry about the fasting rules.  After three weeks, 
Father Serge started feeling better.  Although he lost ten pounds, 
he slowly regained his strength and energy through the prayers 
of  Bishop Luke, the monks at the Monastery, and his many 
friends on the West Coast.  Father Serge is now in good health 
and more conscious than ever of  eating properly and exercising 
regularly.  While all the children living near the Monastery are 
homeschooled, Father Serge and Matushka conduct classes on 
Orthodoxy in their house. 

After lunch, Father Serge took us back to the Monastery for a 
tour of  the cemeteries and the lower church named after St. 
Job of  Pochaev.  Underneath the Cathedral altar are crypts 
with tombs of  Metropolitan Philaret Voznesensky, Archbishop 
Anthony of  San Francisco and Western America, Metropolitan 
Laurus, and famous icon painter and teacher Archimandrite 
Kyprian Pyzhov who painted all the icons at the Holy Virgin 
Cathedral in San Francisco.

At a cemetery approximately half  a mile from the Cathedral, we 
also visited the grave of  Brother Jose Munoz, guardian of  the 
miracle-working, myrrh-streaming Iveron Icon of  the Mother of  
God.  Brother Jose was brutally murdered in Athens in 1997 and 
the icon disappeared.

We also visited the gravesite of  Lesley (Pelagia) Gilchrist, a much 
loved parishioner from our Church.  When we sent the photo 
to widower Bill Gilchrist, he jokingly reprimanded Dimitry for 
standing on his future gravesite!
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Father Serge and Matushka Masya Kotar 
treated us to lunch with their family.

The gravesite of  Brother Jose Munoz is visited 
by many pilgrims.



The Russian Orthodox School at the Church of  All 
Russian Saints in Burlingame is alive and well! 

Despite the difficulties arisen from the general pandemic 
and the quarantine guidelines set forth on March 13, 2020, 
our Russian School, on the 25 of  June this year, was able to 
organize the AKT, i.e. Graduation Ceremony.

The previous school year 2020-21 was unusual and 
complex.  Both the teachers and students, applying their 
limited experience with distance teaching and learning, 
completed the last trimester of  the school year 2019-2020 
via the internet and continued the same procedure the 
following year of  2020-2021. 

Thanks to the teachers’ tremendous efforts, parental 
organization and the self-disciplined students, the Russian 
School in Burlingame quite satisfactorily completed the 
Spring of  2020 and the entire 2020-2021 years. 

Taking advantage of  the requirement to maintain physical 
distancing, V. Rev. Mitred Archpriest Stefan Pavlenko as 
well as the teachers and parents carried out the Graduation 
Ceremony of  the last two years in one day!  To avoid 
unnecessary assembly of  people at this celebratory event, 
only the graduating class was invited in its entirety, while the 
other classes sent representatives. 

By tradition, the Graduation Ceremony began with 
the moleben of  thanksgiving for the end of  the academic 

school year, and also for the health of  the graduates, the 
other students, their parents and relatives, teachers, as well 
as for the health of  all gathered in the church: the singers, 
the choir Director and the Psalmist--Andrei and Marina 
Rudenko and the representatives of  the Sisterhood--Liubov 
and Elena Gaushieldt.  Father Stefan made a special 
point about remembering the very seriously ill Aleksandr 
Nikolaevich Miroshnichenko, the School Director, calling 
all of  us to pray for him as his illness is not permitting 
him to attend the Graduation Ceremonies.  Father Stefan 
acknowledged Aleksandr Nikolaevich’s many years of  
work with youth in our Church School and with the people 
coming from Russia.

After the moleben in the Church Hall, decorated with 
flowers, the jubilant graduation ceremony began with the 
distribution of  the Certificates, grades, award books and 
commemorative gifts.  Father Stefan, the teacher of  Zakon 
Bozhii (The Law of  God) and the school’s Spiritual leader, 
congratulated everyone with the end of  the school year 
and the graduates: Anna Shmeleva, Sophia Entar, Timofey 
Loboda, Victoria Yazykova and Daria Burnosova.  The 
teachers called upon their students, shared stories about 
them, while Father Stefan handed them their Certificates of  
Graduation, Awards of  Merit and Gifts.

The Graduates received both Certificates and flowers, 
while Anna Shmeleva also received the Gold Medal and 
the Congratulatory Certificate from the Congress of  
Russian Americans.  The Graduating Class Mentor and 
Teacher, Svetlana Olegovna Avdeeva, congratulated them 
with the completion of  their lengthy educational journey 
and expressed her hope that the spiritual education received 
in the Russian School would become a firm foundation of  
their moral and ethical values for the duration of  their life’s 
path.  She hoped their knowledge of  Russian literature, 
history and culture would expand and deepen in their later 
life and they would share this knowledge with others.   Each 
graduate expressed their own thanks to the founders of  the 
school, to Father Stefan, to the teachers and parents.  With 
words of  gratitude to the school, the parents of  the 
graduates came forward as well.   

After the official part of  the ceremony, joyous socializing 
took place with refreshments and group photographs to 
memorialize this happy occasion.
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PARISH RUSSIAN SCHOOL GRADUATES FIVE STUDENTS 
Svetlana Avdeeva 
Translated by Margarita Herzen 
from the August 7, 2021 issue of  Russian Life Newspaper

After AKT, teachers, students, and parents pose for a group photo.



On behalf  of  the lay faculty of  our Parish Russian 
School and with God’s blessing, we would like 

to explain what will be happening during the school 
year 2021-2022.  As of  this writing on August 15, our 
plans to start school are dictated by two factors:  the 
San Mateo County Guidelines for School Reopening 
during the Delta variant situation and our Church’s 
extensive summer remodeling which impacted the 
classrooms.

The process of  clearing these classrooms of  stacked 
desks, books, and file cabinets is expected to begin in 
the middle of  September and may run into October.   
Because of  these imprecise circumstances, the school 
year will begin on Tuesday, September 14, not in-
person but via Zoom, just like last year.

On the prior Sunday, September 12, after Divine 
Liturgy, the customary Moleben will be held.  
However, a substitute priest will be serving since 
Father Stefan will still be traveling in Russia.  All 
children and their parents are welcome and 
encouraged to attend.  Light refreshments will be 
offered afterwards.

Registration for school will occur at this time.  For 
some students, distance learning is not successful or 
a workable situation.  Parents should speak to their 
children’s teachers about modes of  learning most 
suitable for their child.  

These trying times and inconclusive plans are 
unsettling for students, teachers and parents.  We wish 
to thank our school families and our supporting adults 
for their assistance and understanding.  Whether you 
are a parent wishing to enroll your child for the first 
time or a member of  our ongoing program, please do 
not hesitate to contact the Assistant Director of  our 
Parish Russian School, Svetlana Avdeeva at  
Svetlana_avd@yahoo.com with your questions.

Teachers scheduled to teach this year are Father 
Stefan Pavlenko, Svetlana Avdeeva, Mara Klestova, 
Zoya Osipchuk, Tatiana Nizhegorodova, Sasha 
Sabelnik-Wooley, and Margarita Herzen.

We are happy to announce that, with Father Stefan’s 
blessing, our parish choir is planning to present a 

concert in our church on Sunday, December 19, 2021, the day 
when the Church commemorates St. Nicholas!  Below are a 
few comments about the program that we plan to present.

During the 1750s to mid-1800s, Russian nobility was 
enamored with the culture of  Western Europe.  Secular and 
sacred music written during this time was heavily influenced 
first by Italian opera and later by the “Germanic” style in 
which Felix Mendelssohn and Robert Schumann composed.  
During this time, singing at our church services bore little 
resemblance to traditional Znamenny and Kievan chants, 
which remained mostly just in monasteries.  The style of  
Russian church music composed in this period became known 
as the “St. Petersburg School” because most of  the prominent 
church music composers who wrote in this Western European 
style were located in St. Petersburg.  Many were teachers and 
students at the Imperial Court Capella in St. Petersburg.

It was not until the latter part of  the mid-19th Century that 
there was a resurgence back to appreciation of  traditional 
Russian culture in literature, art and music.  In the realm of  
church music, in the early 1900s, this national resurgence 
culminated in compositions by Smolensky, Kastalsky, 
Rachmaninoff, Chesnokov, Gretchaninov, and others.  Later, 
in the mid-1900s, Boris Ledkovsky composed in the same 
style.  The melodies of  their compositions were often adapted 
from traditional Znamenny and Kievan chants.  Their works 
have a uniquely “Russian” harmonic sound.  These composers 
became known as members of  the “Moscow School” of  
church music composition because they were largely teachers 
and students at the Synodal School in Moscow.  

During our December concert, we plan to feature works by 
these “Moscow School” composers.  We believe that it will be 
appropriate to celebrate our anticipated resurgence from the 
pandemic with a presentation of  the masterpieces that some of  
these composers left us.

Most of  the “Moscow School” composers intended their works 
for some of  the most prestigious choirs in Russia - the ones 
with 30 to 60 members, all professionally trained.    In our 
concert, we will attempt to provide a modest reflection of  the 
magnificence of  what these composers wrote.  Please save the 
date, Sunday, December 19, 2021, and please come and hear 
our concert.

CHOIR NEWS 
Andrei Roudenko
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UPDATE ON REOPENING 
BURLINGAME RUSSIAN SCHOOL 
Margarita Herzen
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CHURCH CELEBRATES  
ITS FEAST DAY

 Starosta Ivan Afanasiev greets His 
Grace Bishop Theodosy of  Seattle

 While Father Stefan blessed the faithful and the 
church building, Father Alexei climbed the ladder to 

the belfry to bless the new bells with Holy Water and 
censed them from the inside and outside.  Meanwhile, 
Bishop Theodosy read the prayers of  Blessing Bells 

and the choir sang appointed hymns.

Children line up to receive Holy Communion. 

Archpriest Alexei Kotar of  Seattle, Archpriest Stefan Pavlenko, 
and Archpriest Victor Trotsky of  Ferndale, Michigan pray in 

front of  the All Russian Saints icon.
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FATHER STEFAN AND 
MATUSHKA TATIANA 
CELEBRATE THEIR 

50th  
ANNIVERSARY

Father Stefan shows guests their 
wedding album.

Surrounding the happy couple at the head table are two guests 
who were present at their wedding 50 years ago – Andrei 
Roudenko on the left and Georgii Cheremeteff on the right.

Many friends and parishioners attended, including left to right, 
Natasha Nielson, Margarita Herzen, and Boris and Olga Parr, who 

were celebrating their 65th anniversary.

  Enjoying the festivities are Bill Gilchrist, David Wood, Allison De 
Vincenzi, Louis Busta, and Ludmilla Bobroff. 

While their daughters and families were unable to attend because 
they live on the East Coast, the Maximow, the Shafranek, and the 

Pavlenko families were all together on Pascha.



How would you like to go to your freezer and pull out 
a delicious Russian dinner without spending hours in 

the kitchen beforehand?  It can be done.  The Holy Virgin 
Fundraising Community in San Francisco is organizing 
Babushka’s Take ‘N Bake on October 16 and 17, offering frozen 
beef  stroganoff, pelmeni, pirogi, borscht, as well as piroshki and 
desserts.

Orders must be placed in advance on the website www.
HVCPARKING.com  This website will go live in mid-
September and orders must be picked up at the 26th Avenue 
entrance to the Cathedral on October 16 and 17.  No cash will 
be accepted.  

Profits from the Babushka’s Take ‘N Bake will go toward the 
HVC Parking, Senior Housing and Playground Project, which 
plans to construct a 38-space parking structure plus five units 
of  attached senior housing.  Students attending the two schools 
affiliated with the Holy Virgin Cathedral will also benefit with 
a larger raised playground providing more square footage and 
sunshine.

The City of  San Francisco recently approved the project with its 
estimated cost of  $7 million.  In order to break ground in early 
2022, an initial goal of  raising $1.1 million was set.  To date, 50 
percent of  that fundraising goal has been met.

Hot, baked and fried piroshkis stuffed with meat, potatoes, mushrooms, or cabbage are sold periodically by the HVC Sisterhood 
for take-out only.  The next “to-go” sale is September 12.  Order forms are available at the Cathedral candle desk and on www.
HVCPARKING.COM  In addition, the HVC Fundraising Committee is planning to organize other fundraising events to benefit 
the project, including a New Year’s Eve Ball, then in 2022, a Super Bowl Party, a San Francisco Bay Cruise and Auction, and a 
Holy Virgin Cathedral Choir Concert after Pascha.

Individual donations are always welcome.  Send checks or money orders to:  HVC Parking Project, c/o Holy Virgin Community 
of  San Francisco, 6210 Geary Boulevard, San Francisco, California 94121.    

BABUSHKA’S TAKE ‘N BAKE OFFERS FROZEN DINNERS FOR SALE
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UPCOMING EVENTS FOR SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER 
Matushka Tatiana Pavlenko, Head Sister

We are very happy to be able to resume 
our after-liturgy lunch gatherings.  Tables 

will be set up both inside and outside 
the Church Hall.  The events will be on 

September 19 and October 3. 

septemBer 12 
Moleben after Divine Liturgy  

For the Start of  Russian School
Light refreshments for parents  

and students

septemBer 14
Russian School Zoom classes begin

septemBer 19 
Special guests are Father Deacon 

Sergei Shoomiloff and his wife, Sonya, 
visiting from New Jersey.

Lunch prepared by the Sisterhood

octoBer 3
Lunch prepared by the Sisterhood

 

octoBer 17
Choir Lunch

pelmeni-making sessions
September 9 and October 21 

If  you can help make pelmeni, come to 
the Church Hall anytime between 10 

a.m. and 4 p.m.  Both men and women 
volunteers are welcome.  Call Luba 
Gauschieldt for more information.   

650-591-1605



ChurCh of All russiAn sAints 
A Parish of  the Western American Diocese of  the 

Russian Orthodox Church Outside of  Russia 
744 El Camino Real, Burlingame, CA 94010 
http://www.allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/
Rector:  Mitred Archpriest Stefan Pavlenko     

Cell: (650) 430-9805
See the schedule of  services on the Church website:  

http://allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/

PArish newsletter stAff 
Editor - Ludmilla Bobroff 

Art Designer - Xenia Maximow
Production Manager - Dimitry Bobroff

Photographers - Dimitry Bobroff, Lena Gauschieldt, 
and Bill Gilchrist

We welcome your suggestions on the type of  articles 
you would like to see in the Parish Newsletter.  Send 

your ideas to Ludmilla Bobroff at Ludmillaa@aol.com 
or telephone (408) 257-6918.  Please write Parish News-
letter in the Subject Line.  Deadline is one month prior 

to publication. 

Next Newsletter - November 2021
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LIVESTREAM SERVICES 
For those who are homebound, hospitalized or unable 

to attend Church Services at the Church of  All Russian 
Saints in Burlingame, we have enabled live video 

streaming via the Internet.  Live, as well as previously 
recorded Church Services are available at  

 
YouTube channel: 

 
http://bit.ly/burlingamechannel 

 
Alternatively, the link to the Church Services is also 

available on the church website at: 
http://www.allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/

SALES DIRECTORY
Please support our advertisers.  All proceeds from ad 
sales go to the Stewardship Fund.  If  you would like 
your business card to appear in the next issue of  the 

Newsletter, please contact  
Dimitry Bobroff at  

jbobroff@aol.com  Cost is $25.  Deadline for  
submitting cards and sending checks  

(made out to Church of  All Russian Saints) is 
October 1st.

DENTIST ELECTRICIAN

FUNERAL HOME HOME FOR THE ELDERLY
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REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

SHOES FOR HEALTH

SKILLED NURSING FACILITYSKILLED NURSING FACILITY

REAL ESTATE

PAVING AND CONCRETE REAL ESTATE


