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It’s a given that Orthodox Christians, who wish to 
grow in their faith, should strive to attend church 

services regularly.  A number of  faithful do just 
that.  They attend Sunday Liturgy and are quite 
content to  limit their attendance to just one day a 
week.  That is not sufficient.  What we should keep 
in mind is that Sunday Liturgy is - if  I can use an 
old cliché - just the “tip of  the iceberg.” 

Please remember that during Church Services, we 
commune with the Saints and the Angels.  Because 
we are surrounded by the image of  Heaven on 
Earth, we are the closest we can be to God.

Every Divine Liturgy has a cycle of  services that 
pertains to a particular day.  This cycle begins on 
the eve of  the day the liturgy is celebrated.  In 
regular Parish practice, not all nine daily services 
are celebrated.  Most of  the year, the cycle is 
limited to Vespers, Matins and First Hour in 
the evenings and Third and Sixth Hours in the 
morning before Divine Liturgy.  In truth, we are 
supposed to attend all these services on weekends 
(Saturday night and Sunday morning) and on any 
Holy Days when Church service is scheduled.

These services reveal in-depth meaning of  
the day we’re attending church.  By listening 
and praying during these services, we get 
a theological education of  Bible Studies, 
comparative theology, church history, patristics, 
Dogmatic Theology, lives of  Saints and Holy 
Martyrs and much much more!

I mentioned this before but it is worth repeating 
again.  Archbishop Averky (Tausheff), Abbot 
of  Holy Trinity Monastery and Rector of  Holy 
Trinity Seminary always admonished seminarians 
to attend the Cycle of  Church Services, not just 
Divine Liturgy.  He would say, “...if  you attend all 
the services of  the Orthodox Church, you will get a 
complete Theological Education.”

We should also note that if  we plan to receive 
the Holy Eucharist and be Communicants, it 
is imperative  we attend all appointed services 
of  that particular Daily Cycle.  Please refer to 
our published Schedule of  Church Services on 
our Web Page.  To print out the Vigil and the 
changing parts of  the Liturgy, contact the two 
priests below:

To join Father David Straut’s Yahoo Group, 
go to https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/group/
VigilServiceTexts/info. For a Russian version. 
contact Father Dimitri Jakimowicz at 
frdimitri@aol.com 

When we enter the Church, we separate ourselves 
from the tribulations of  the world and begin to 
commune with the Heavenly Realm.  By making 
just a bit more of  an effort to comprehend what 
is offered to us, we can receive the fullness of  the 
blessings that are so readily available to us in this 
Heavenly Realm. 

May God guide all of  us to a fuller church life.



Twenty-four years ago, Burlingame parishioners Evgeny and 
Olga Medvedko arrived in the United States from Russia with 

plans of working in America for one year, then returning home 
to family and friends.  Twenty-four years later, they are still here.  
However, the couple does not work as scientists for which they are 
highly educated, but help pilgrims appreciate their faith both in 
the U.S. and in their home country.

Evgeny works five days a week from 10 to 5 at the Holy Virgin 
Cathedral Joy of All Who Sorrow on Geary Street in San 
Francisco.  Ever since the Cathedral opened its doors a year ago 
from dawn to dusk seven days a week, 40 to 80 visitors per day 
enter the Cathedral, sometimes with reverence, other times with 
curiosity.  Priests are not present between services so Evgeny 
answers questions, leads visitors on tours, and tells them about the 
relics of Saint John of Shanghai and San Francisco.

“Pilgrims come from all over the world, including Egypt, 
Syria, Bulgaria, Australia and Crimea,” he says.  “Some come 
by themselves, others on tour buses.  They ask questions, such 
as ‘What is the difference between Catholics and Orthodox?’ 
‘Where do you sit during services?’ and ‘Who was Bishop Saint 
John?’  When I tell them about Saint John, who reposed in 1966, 
many become interested and buy books and icons.  Pilgrims who 
are already aware of the miracles that occurred during Saint 
John’s lifetime and after his repose usually pray in front of his 
relics.  Some tell me how the Saint answered their prayers.  That 
is the best part of my job.”

Evgeny also makes a point of telling 
interested parties that a general 
moleben (supplication prayers) is said 
on Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. in front of 
the relics of Saint John.  The faithful 
may submit names to the priest of 
friends and family members who need 
special prayers from the Saint.

Occasionally, a drunk or a homeless 
person will wander into the Cathedral.  
Most are non-aggressive, says Evgeny.  
However, one time a homeless 
person took offense at Evgeny for 
gently asking him to remove his hat.  
He started yelling and becoming 
belligerent.  Evgeny dialed the number 
of the local police station located a few 
blocks away and quickly the problem 
was solved.  However, Evgeny has 
called the police only twice.  “The 
Cathedral is a safe place even when 
the doors are open to the public 
between services,” he says.  

Olga, herself, has been the beneficiary 
of Saint John’s quick response to 
prayers.  In 1996, she needed to earn 

more money and prayed to Saint John to help her find a job.  No 
sooner did she exit the Cathedral than Matushka Masya Kotar 
told her that Nick Buick, Executive Director of the Russian 
American Community Services in San Francisco, was looking for 
an assistant.  She went for an interview and was hired.

Olga’s job at RACS is to provide social services, such as 
translations, f illing out paper work, celebrating birthdays, 
and solving problems.  RACS cooks and serves 100,000 
meals annually to seniors who come to the dining hall or 
have their lunches delivered at home.   Because many of 
the diners are Russian, favorite menu items are piroshki, 
borscht, beef stroganoff, and kotleti.  Fish is always served on 
Fridays.  The monthly menu must be approved by the City of 
San Francisco’s dietician for correct portions, vitamins, and 
decreased salt content.

Olga has also been assisting Nick Buick with his many 
humanitarian projects in Russia.  Donations to RACS have 
helped build a school and a home for disabled youth, constructed 
the New Martyrs Church in Iskitim, Siberia and supported 
families in dire need.  The most successful project, initiated in  
early 2000, is the missionary boat called the Teplohod Mission.  
RACS made the first major donation in 2006.    During the 
month of August, the boat sails on the Ob River with a team of 
clergymen, doctors, choir members and social workers.  The boat 
travels to faraway villages to provide medical help, baptize babies 
and adults, and serve Divine Liturgies.  Medical doctors have 

Evgeny and Olga Medvedko reminisce about their years in the U.S.
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OLGA AND EVGENY MEDVEDKO: HELPING THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX 
NEAR AND FAR  
L U D M I L L A  B O B R O F F

continued...



and Olga started singing in the choir and Dima became an altar 
server.  Vadim Gan was the choir director at that time.

For 16 years, life proceeded normally.  Dmitri attended Saint 
John’s Academy in San Francisco, graduating with honors and 
enrolling at the University of California at Merced with a major 
in biology.    Olga taught chemistry at Saint John’s Academy and 
tutored students.  However, expenses were climbing and she needed 
to earn more.  That’s when prayers to Saint John landed her the job 
with RACS.

Today, the couple are empty nesters.  In September, Evgeny and 
Olga flew to Australia for the wedding of their son Dima and 
Kristina Lapardin.  Kristina is the oldest daughter of the Lapardin 
family which includes several priests and a matushka.  Her father 
Viktor is the starosta of a home church commemorating Saint 
Ksenia of St. Petersburg.  The family hopes to build a real church 
in the near future.  Dima serves as a reader.  The newlyweds live in 
Gold Coast.  With his bachelor’s degree in biology, Dima works at 
an environmental firm while Kristina, after graduating from the 
university, works as an accountant at a car dealership.

No sooner did the senior Medvedkos return home from Australia 
than Olga flew off with the Slavyanka choral group to perform in 
a series of concerts in Russia.  She also plans to visit her father in 
Omsk.  Meanwhile, Evgeny continues working at the Cathedral…
and job hunting.  While he finds his current job at the Holy Virgin 
Cathedral very satisfying, he hopes to put his knowledge of electronic 
design to work again.  

Long time altar server in the Burlingame Church, Dmitri Medvedko, 
married Kristina Lapardin in September in Australia.  The bride comes 
from a devout Orthodox family and Dima now serves as a reader in his 

father-in-law’s home church.

screened more than 46,000 villagers while priests have baptized 
over 6,000 people of all ages.

For the Medvedkos, their road to these soul-fulfilling jobs has 
been a winding one.  Evgeny met Olga Vladimirovna Lizunova 
at Novosibirsk State University in 1986.  She was majoring in 
solid state chemistry.  He was studying physics and specializing 
in electronics.  They fell in love, married, and had a son, 
Dmitri.  After receiving his master’s degree in 1990, Evgeny 
was hired by the Institute of Nuclear Physics in Novosibirsk.  
Two years later, he was given the opportunity to work on a one 
year contract at Superconducting Super Collider Laboratory 
(SSCL) in Dallas, Texas.

The young couple was thrilled with the prospect of living 
in the United States.  They said goodbye to their families in 
Novosibirsk and Omsk, Siberia and with their two-year-old son, 
Dima, settled in Texas.  Since English was taught in elementary 
schools and high schools in Russia, both had a working 
knowledge of the language.

However in the Dallas area there were very few Orthodox 
Churches.  The only one nearby was an Orthodox Cathedral 
named after Saint Seraphim of Sarov.  The young couple took 
this as a good sign.  Plus the rector of the OCA Church (Orthodox 
Church in America) was Archbishop Dmitri (Royster), another 
good sign.

“Archbishop Dmitri taught us a great deal about Orthodoxy 
that we never knew,” says Olga.  “We went to church regularly 
and I sang in the choir.  Evgeny also took English lessons from 
a parishioner with a thick Texas accent.  For a while, he was 
speaking English with a Texas twang.”

The young family adjusted well to their new home in the U.S. 
so Evgeny readily accepted his company’s offer to extend his 
contract for a second year.  Then, disaster hit.  In 1994, the U.S. 
Department of Energy closed down the collider project.  To entice 
engineers from abroad to remain in the U.S., the company issued 
Green Cards to laid-off employees who wished to stay here.  Now 
the job search could begin in earnest.

Eventually, Evgeny was hired on a one year contract by Argonne 
National Laboratory (ANL) in Chicago.  As previously, the family 
searched for a church and joined the Holy Protection Mother of 
God Cathedral in Des Plaines, Illinois.  There, they met Father 
Vladimir Boikov and Father Andrei Sommer, who spoke highly 
about his boyhood church in Burlingame.

That job lasted two years before the young engineer was 
unemployed again.  Thanks to a former colleague, Evgeny was 
granted an interview with the Stanford Linear Accelerator Center 
(SLAC).   After the interview at Stanford was completed, Evgeny 
drove to the Holy Virgin Cathedral in San Francisco and learned 
about Saint John for the first time.  With the Saint’s help, SLAC 
hired him.

As a result, the family moved across the country, first to Sunnyvale, 
then San Bruno, then Pacifica.  Remembering how much Father 
Andrei Sommer praised the Church of All Russian Saints, Evgeny 
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Then in 1967 during the Six-Day 
War between Israel and Egypt, 
Jordan and Syria, the holy place 
became a no-man’s land with 
thousands of  mines ready to 
explode at a single footstep.  The 
Patriarch of  Jerusalem obtained 
permission to have the site 
opened for clergymen and their 
flocks only once a year.  Patriarch 
Diodoros would arrive with Israeli 
soldiers who carefully cleared 
a path to the holy river for the 
traditional Great Consecration of  
the Waters service on the Eve of  
Epiphany.  

A few years ago, the site of  the 
Baptism of  Our Lord became 
accessible year-round.  Now, 
hundreds of  pilgrims come daily 
from the former Soviet Union to 
pray and immerse themselves in 
the Jordan River.   Thousands of  
mines, however, are still active.

Recently, an organization called 
the HALO Trust has initiated a program of  de-
mining the Israeli side of  the Jordan River.  HALO 
is the acronym for Hazardous Area Life-Support 
Organization.  It is a charitable non-profit that de-
mines territories and removes unexploded bombs 
which present a danger to peaceful civilians.  The 
company has worked in such hotspots as Somalia, 
Chechnya, Kosovo and Afghanistan.

A plea for donations to fund this endeavor has gone 
out to the worldwide community of  Orthodox 
believers. “We would be deeply grateful if  our 
pilgrims found it possible to make a contribution to 
HALO’s project, donating funds directly to them, or 
through our REM of  the Russian Church Abroad 
in Jerusalem,” writes Archimandrite Roman.  “With 
the gradual and very difficult de-mining of  this 
site, consecrated by the asceticism and tears of  the 
Forerunner Saint John, Saint Mary of  Egypt and 
many hermits, access will be opened to our Mission’s 
parcel which will allow us to expand, with God’s help, 
our service in the Holy Land.”

    

Since the fourth century A.D., Christians have 
flocked to the River Jordan in the Holy Land to 

immerse themselves in the same waters where the 
Forerunner Saint John baptized Our Lord Jesus Christ 
prior to beginning His public ministry.  The Gospels 
of  Mathew, Mark and Luke record that the Holy 
Spirit descended like a dove upon Our Lord and a 
voice came from heaven, saying “This is My beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  (Mt 3:13-17, Mk 
1:9-11, Luke 3:21-22.)  While the exact location of  the 
baptism has never been verified, remains of  several 
Byzantine Churches were found in the area displaying 
beautiful mosaics, marble steps leading to the water, 
and a unique baptismal pool.

In an appeal to Pilgrims and Benefactors of  
Monasteries in the Holy Land, Archimandrite Roman 
(Krassovsky), Chief  of  the Russian Ecclesiastical 
Mission in Jerusalem, wrote on August 9, 2016, that in 
the 1930s, the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of  
Russia acquired a plot of  land and built a chapel along 
the river.   Thousands of  pilgrims came to the chapel 
to pray before immersing themselves in the holy waters 
of  the Jordan.

Archimandrite Roman (Krassovsky), Chief  of  the Russian Ecclesiastical Mission in 
Jerusalem, speaks with members of  the Hazardous Area Life-Support Organization 

about de-mining the ROCOR property near the Jordan River.

REQUEST FOR DONATIONS TO DE-MINE LAND NEAR 
THE RIVER JORDAN

The address for the Russian Ecclesiastical Mission in Jerusalem is:
R.E.M.

75 East 93rd Street
New York, New York 10128 
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BAPTISED MARRIED

REPOSED IN THE LORD
AUGUST 2016

None

SEPTEMBER 2016
Eugenia Miram

AUGUST 2016

Milana Kontu
George Low

Luca Zakhidov

SEPTEMBER 2016

Alexandra Kardash
Ekaterina Vasquez

AUGUST 2016

Carrie Coldren and 
Andrei Klestoff

SEPTEMBER 2016

Liesl Tan and Nicholas 
Roschkowsky

Printed with the blessing of  His Eminence Kyrill, 
Archbishop of  San Francisco and Western America, Russian 

Orthodox Church Outside Russia.

Here’s how the screenshot of  Livestream looks like.
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UPDATE ON CHURCH LIVESTREAM 
SERVICE 
D I M I T R Y  B O B R O F F

Thanks to Zhenya Kardash, Aleksei Kovalenko, 
and Vladimir Lytnev, our Livestream of  Church 

Services has been greatly improved.  The sound is 
much better and a process has been put in place to 
record weekend Vigil and Liturgy services as well as 
midweek Feast Day services. 

Livestream is turned on at 5:45 p.m. for Saturday Vigil 
services and turned off at 8:25 p.m.  On Sundays,   
Livestream is turned on at 9:15 a.m. and turned off at 
noon.

Midweek Feast Day services are similarly turned on 
just prior to the scheduled service as listed under 
Schedule of  Services on the church website at http://
www.allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/

While the Church Service is being conducted, the 
picture of  the church will have a red  LIVE NOW  box 
alongside.  Click on the picture to start Livestream.  If  
the red box is absent, that means the Church Service 
is over.  However, all previously recorded services are 
available for you to watch by clicking on the church 
image in the “Uploads” section, or in the “Created 
playlists” section.  A recent Church Service may take 
a little time before it appears in these sections to allow 
YouTube to process the video.  Please be patient.

When starting a previously recorded service, a 
banner may pop up for a few minutes reading, 
“Suggested:  Литургия Сретения Господня”.  
Disregard this banner as it has no meaning.

Because the video is on YouTube, you can modify 
recording settings as well as make it full screen by 
clicking on the bottom right symbols.

See the companion Livestream Church Services box 
for access instructions.

Recently we received an email from one of  our viewers 
which gladdened our hearts.  The viewer wrote, “Since 
I am mostly homebound and quit driving, I started 
watching church Sunday services via streaming. You 
have no idea what great joy and spiritual comfort 
‘attending’ the liturgy brings me.”

THANK YOU 
TO Marina Plissak  

fOr grAciOUslY spONsOriNg THe cOsT Of 
THis issUe.



to sing the Divine Liturgy during the next two days.  His 
professionalism and precision required all of us to give full 
attention to his instruction.  He made sure we all concentrated 
on our tone, blend, tempo, and musical quality.  Above all, he 
stressed that our singing should be prayerful, reminding us 
that we were not performing, but participating in the overall 
worship of the Divine Liturgy.

After rehearsal, we were able to attend the services at the 
main church, which included a procession with the Icon of 
the Mother of God of Pochaev, an Akathist to the Mother of 
God, and the Saturday night Vigil.  On Sunday morning, all 
35 of us participants sang the liturgy, with His Grace Bishop 
Nicholas of Manhattan presiding over the service.  At the 
end, Bishop Nicholas congratulated us on our wonderful and 
prayerful singing, and expressed his wish that the Young 
Singers’ conference would become an annual tradition at 
the Monastery.  The following morning, we sang the liturgy 
again for His Grace Archbishop Gabriel of Montreal, who 
was thoroughly pleased with how the service went.

As I left Jordanville to catch my f light back to California, 
I ref lected on the conference.  During my brief time at 
the Monastery, I received valuable instruction on how to 
improve my singing, made new friends, and experienced 
the beauty and grace of the monastic cycle of services of 
the Russian Orthodox Church.  Overall, it was a huge 
blessing to attend the PaTRAM Young Singer’s Conference 
at Holy Trinity Monastery.  I thank God he allowed me to 
participate.  Slava Bogu!

Last Labor Day weekend, I had the wonderful 
opportunity to pay my first visit to Holy Trinity 

Monastery in Jordanville, New York, attending the 
inaugural Labor Day Young Singers’ Conference, 
hosted by the Monastery.  The event was organized by 
PaTRAM – the Patriarch Tikhon Russian American 
Institute.

Under the direction of Dr. Peter Jermihov, choir 
director for Saint Andrew Greek Orthodox Church 
in Chicago, Illinois, young singers from across the 
United States came together to sing the Divine 
Services alongside the Holy Trinity Seminary Choir.  
The occasion was the annual pilgrimage for the Feast 
of St. Job of Pochaev, patron saint of the Monastery.  
Since I am on PaTRAM’s mailing list, I learned about 
the event from an e-mail they had sent. After receiving 
Father Stefan’s blessing, I registered to attend. 

Since this was my first visit to Jordanville, I was very excited 
to see the monastery and attend the monastic services.  
The weather was warm and a bit humid, but the scenery 
was incredible. The surrounding green hills and trees that 
covered the landscape were breathtaking.  As we drove 
through this beautiful scenery, suddenly there appeared the 
glimmering golden domes of the monastery church.  I was 
overjoyed to finally arrive in Jordanville.

Once we were settled, the singers met in the main hall for 
rehearsals.  Dr. Jermihov immediately began preparing us 

Preparing to sing at two Divine Liturgies, Louis Busta 
rehearses with other chanters.

After Divine Liturgy, all participants and clergy took a group photo.  Standing in 
the front row, third from the left, are Archbishop Gabriel of  Montreal, then Bishop 

Nicholas of  Manhattan and Choir Director Dr. Peter Jermihov.

ATTENDING THE YOUNG SINGERS’ CONFERENCE 
IN JORDANVILLE 
L O U I S  B U S T A
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CHOIR NEWS  
A N D R E I  R O U D E N K O

The manner of  singing to which contemporary Russian 
Orthodox Church choirs aspire was originally 

established in the 18th century by the Imperial Court 
Capella in St. Petersburg.  In its day, it was one of  the best 
choirs in the world.  Their style was a Russian adaptation 
of  Italian bel canto - a lyrical style of  singing using a full, 
rich, broad tone and smooth phrasing.  

Later, during the late 19th and early 20th  centuries, the 
Moscow Synodal School Choir adapted a Russified bel 
canto singing style to their performance of  new, znamenny 
chant-based church music compositions.  The Synodal 
Choir, which sang at services in the Dormition Cathedral 
(Успенский Собор) in the Kremlin, also achieved 

international 
fame as being 
among the best 
in the world. 

Last month, a 
group of  our 
parish choir 
singers, Karina 
Ghor, Lana 
Guiffre, Olya 
Medvedko, 
Marina 
and Andrei 
Roudenko, went 
on a two-week 
concert tour 
in Russia with 
the Slavyanka 
Chorus of  San 
Francisco.  They 
performed at 
the Moscow 
Conservatory, 

originally the Moscow Synodal School, and at the St. 
Petersburg Imperial Court (now Glinka) Capella Hall.  
Other concert venues included the Sheremetev Palace in 
St. Petersburg, Novgorod Kremlin Concert Hall, Vesna 
Choir School Concert Hall and Dubna Art Club.  

The thrill of  performing in these historical places is not 
easily expressed in words – these are where Bortniansky, 
Tchaikovsky, Smolensky, Chesnokov and other great 
composers wrote and performed the famous works that we 
sing in our parish today!  This inspirational experience has 
already fueled even more effort by our choir to bring the 
heritage of  Russian choral excellence to our services.

On the day that the tour began, our long-time and much-
beloved choir member, Annushka Markevich, reposed in 

Performing in Russia with the Slavyanka Chorus 
of  San Francisco are (front row) Svetlana Afanasiev 
Guiffre, Karina Ghor, (back row) Olga Medvedko, 

Marina Roudenko, and Andrei Roudenko.

the Lord.  Our condolences go out to the Markevich family.  
Annushka, with her warm, friendly and always positive spirit 
will be sorely missed, but not forgotten.  Вечная память 
(eternal memory), Царство Небесное (may her soul enjoy 
the Kingdom of  Heaven).

Now, our choir is hard at work preparing for upcoming 
services and our annual Fall concert, on Sunday, November 
13, at 1 p.m. in our church.  Our concert will be dedicated to 
Annushka Markevich’s memory. 

As in previous years, our recital will benefit our parish 
Stewardship program.  Our goal is to fund a stained glass 
window in Annushka’s memory.  

Selections will include works by Bortniansky, the first 
Russian-born Director of  the Imperial Court Cappella, 
Chesnokov (of  the Moscow Synodal School), our own San 
Francisco sensation, Mikhail Konstantinov, and others.  
Please join us for our concert and reception on Sunday, 
November 13. 

Please Donate Food to CALL Primrose

Our local non-profit food bank is once again collecting 
bags and boxes of food to help less fortunate families 

in our community.  Last year, the Burlingame Church 
donated 77 bags and boxes to CALL Primrose.  This 

year, our goal is 100 boxes.

In order that each client receives the same items, 
please fill up a bag or box with the following items:

1 can cranberry sauce 
1 pack/box of cornbread 

1 bag/box of stuffing 
2 cans corn (low sodium preferred) 

2 cans green beans (low sodium preferred) 
2 cans fruit (low sugar preferred) 

1 bag/box pasta 
2 cans soup 

1 box instant mashed potatoes 
1 tomato sauce 

1 pack/can of gravy 
1 boxed rice (rice pilaf, rice-a-roni, etc.) 

Gift Card - $20 (Safeway preferred)

The deadline to bring your boxes or bags of groceries 
to the Church Hall is NOVEMBER 15, 2016.  

For questions, please contact Alexei Baranoff at 
coarstreasurer@gmail.com or 916-799-0898.

7



A record number of  parishioners attended the Coffee Hour to celebrate their 
September Namesdays.  (Front row, left to right) Father Stefan, Anastasia 

Baranoff, baby Kassiana Baranoff, Ludmilla Bobroff.(Second row, left to right) 
A.N. Miroshnichenko, Sofia Entar, Natasha Klestoff, Natalia Shoomiloff, Sonya 

Shoomiloff.  (Back row, left to right) Vera Loboda, Shura Ossipoff, Vera Williams, 
Natasha Nielson, Natalia Lytnev, Natasha Shevelyov.

Readers and choir members Alexei and Peter Klestoff celebrate their October 
Saints, along with Protodeacon Sergei Shoomiloff.

SEPTEMBER NAMESDAYS

OCTOBER NAMESDAYS

8

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
V. Rev. Mitred Archpriest 

Stefan Pavlenko, 
              Rector 

(650) 430-9805

Ivan Afanasiev, 
             Starosta 

(650) 589-7617

Alexei Baranoff, 
           Treasurer 

(916) 799-0898

Yura Misersky, 
           Secretary 

(650) 579-2667
 

Matushka 
Tatiana Pavlenko,

         Head Sister 
(650) 430-9806

 

Andrei Roudenko
ChoirDirector
(650) 922-0250

       Dmitri Andruha 
(415) 517-2692

Dimitry Bobroff
(408) 257-6918

        Oleg Bolshakoff 
(415) 759-8582

     Alexander Loboda 
(650) 654-5447

Marina Roudenko
(650) 483-3412

       Alexsei Sikorsky  
(650) 235-5286

ChurCh of All russiAn sAints 
A Parish of  the Western American Diocese of  the 

Russian Orthodox Church Abroad 
744 El Camino Real, Burlingame, CA 94010 
http://www.allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/
Rector:  Mitred Archpriest Stefan Pavlenko     

Cell: (650) 430-9805 
PArish newsletter stAff 
Editor - Ludmilla Bobroff 

Art Designer - Xenia Maximow
Photographers- Dimitry Bobroff, Lena Gauschieldt, Sonya 

Shoomiloff and Marina Roudenko
 We welcome your suggestions on the type of  articles you would 
like to see in the Parish Newsletter.  Send your ideas to Ludmilla 

Bobroff at Ludmillaa@aol.com or telephone (408) 257-6918.  
Please write Parish Newsletter in the Subject Line.  Deadline is 

one month prior to publication. 
Next Newsletter - JANUARY 2017 

See the schedule of  services on the Church website:  
http://allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/



UPCOMING EVENTS FOR  NOVEMBER + DECEMBER

NOvember 13 
All November Saints’ Days are celebrated at a Coffee Hour held prior to the Choir Concert. Please attend and be honored 
if you are named after the following Saints: Victoria, Dimitri, Anastasia, William, Alexandra, Evgeny, Michael, Gabriel, 

Stephanie, and Matthew.  To help co-host the event, please contact Matushka Tatiana Pavlenko at tpavlenko@hotmail.com   

NOvember 13 AT 1 p.m. 
The Parish Choral Recital of Sacred Music will be dedicated to the memory of reposed choir member Anna Markevich.  

Admission is free.  However, donations given to the Stewardship Fund will be slated toward a stained glass window in Anna 
Markevich’s memory.  A reception follows.

NOvember 15 
This date is the deadline to bring bags and boxes of food to the Church Hall for our annual CALL Primrose Food Drive. 

December 4 
Sisterhood Lunch features Fish Kotleti.  December Namesdays will also be celebrated:  Saints Alexander, Catherine, 

Andrei, Maxim, Nikolai, Anton, Angelina, Deborah, David, Daniel, Aaron, and Jacob.  Please bring a Lenten dessert. 

December 11 
Gingerbread Faire for Children

pelmeNi-mAKiNg sessiON 
December 1

If you can help, come to the Church Hall anytime between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.  Call Luba Gauschieldt for more 
information.  650-591-1605

bAKers NeeDeD 
If you like to bake, please sign up to prepare desserts 
when requested by the Sisterhood.  Contact Tania 
Ionoff at tionoff@aol.com to add your name to the 
list.

speciAl reqUesT frOm THe sisTerHOOD

Please do NOT drop off any donations of dishes, 
cookware, clothing, toys or books at the Church 
Hall.  We are not planning any garage or rummage 
sales in the near future and unfortunately, do not 
have any storage space to keep these items.  If you 
have anything that you feel the Sisterhood could us 
in the church kitchen, please check with Matushka 
Tatiana Pavlenko at tpavlenko@hotmail.com or 
650-430-9806. The pelmeni-making group enjoyed a cake in celebration of  their September 

saints.  Seated, left to right, are Luba Gauschieldt and Nadia Soudakoff.  
Back row, left to right, are Natasha Loukianoff, Vera Crossfield, Shura 

Ossipoff, Vera Polski, and Ludmilla Bobroff.
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The Myrrh Streaming Icon Mother of  God Softener of  Hearts was 
brought from Moscow by Sergei Leonidovich Fomin.  The wonderworking 
icon visited the Holy Virgin Cathedral, then arrived at our Church for a 

moleben before departing for San Diego.

Father Stefan commemorates the day of  his ordination, as well as the 
Saints’ Days for the following parishioners:  (left to right) Sophia (Kelly) 
Henderson, Luba Stamirowski, Vera Lysenko, Sonya Shoomiloff, Father 

Stefan, Irene Motoviloff, Sofia Entar, Ludmila Doktoroff, and Luba 
Gauschieldt. 

His Grace Bishop Nikolai (Soraich) of  
All Saints Russian Orthodox Mission 
in Las Vegas, Nevada, served Vigil and 
Divine Liturgy with Father Stefan during 
the Feast of  the Dormition.  An elderly 
believer collapsed during the service and 
an ambulance was summoned.  Bishop 
Nikolai spent time with her after liturgy 
praying for her health.  The woman 
recovered and returned to the parish a few 
weeks later.

Parishioners filled a large table with baskets of  fruit 
commemorating the Feast of  Transfiguration.         

Along with other clergy, Archpriest 
Stefan and Protodeacon Sergei 

Shoomiloff officiated at the wedding 
of  Katherine Shoomiloff and Serge 
Tchertkoff.   The young couple was 

married at the Protection of  the Holy 
Virgin Church in Nyack, New York.  

The groom is the grandson of  the late 
Archpriest Seraphim Slobodsky, author 

of  “The Law of  God”.

AUGUST 19, 2016

AUGUST 28, 2016

SEPTEMBER 18, 2016

SEPTEMBER 30, 2016

OCTOBER 8, 2016
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CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING

ELECTRICIANDENTIST

FUNERAL HOME HEALTH INSURANCE

SALES DIRECTORY
Please support our advertisers.  All 
proceeds from ad sales go to the 
Stewardship Fund.  If you would like 
your business card to appear in the 
next issue of the Newsletter, please 
contact Dimitry Bobroff at jbobroff@
aol.com  Cost is $25.  Deadline for 
submitting cards and sending checks 
(made out to Church of All Russian 
Saints) is December 1st.

LIVESTREAM SERVICES 
For those who are homebound, hospitalized or unable 

to attend Church Services at the Church of  All Russian 
Saints in Burlingame, we have enabled live video 

streaming via the Internet.  Live, as well as previously 
recorded Church Services are available at  

YouTube channel: 
http://bit.ly/burlingamechannel

Alternatively, the link to the Church Services is also 
available on the church website at: 

http://www.allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/
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HOME FOR THE ELDERLY PAPER CRAFTS

PHYSICIAN REAL ESTATE

SKILLED NURSING FACILITYSKILLED NURSING FACILITY

REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE
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Remembrance  
A beautiful soul, full of love and 

faith ascended to Heaven on 
Tuesday, October 7 

 
 

Annushka Markevich is no longer with us, but I am sure that 
she will live for ever in the hearts of her family and 
numerous friends. She was an exceptional human being. 
Kind, gentle, thoughtful, humble and thoroughly unselfish.  
 

 
My daughter Maria met Annushka during the summer of 1971 when they were both on a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Annushka came to visit us that year during the Christmas 
Holidays and I was very impressed at the time by her quiet demeanor, her sensitivity and 
the spirituality that was already apparent in her at the age of 19. At that time Annushka 
lived in Los Angeles, so that I did not actually get to know her well until she moved to the 
Bay Area.  
 
After Annushka and her husband Kolia settled down in San Bruno, our two families 
became more and more connected. She called me “aunty Tassia” and frequently phoned 
to ask for my advice, saying that since her parents died I was her substitute mama. She 
was studying to complete her higher education and I was amazed at her perseverance. 
She was determined to succeed in this endeavor and brought drafts of her dissertation 
for me and Maria to proof-read. We rejoiced with her when she obtained both her B.A. 
and M.A. degrees a few years ago and promptly found a job teaching at San Francisco 
State University.                
 
Needless to say, Annushka was a devoted wife and mother, and a very caring and loving 
daughter-in-law.  She was patient, uncritical, and I never saw her angry. She was the 
epiphany of what a real Christian woman should be. I am sure that it was her faith that 
sustained her and gave direction to her life. Her energy and her capacity to be involved in 
all activities connected with Church and the Russian Community was limitless. She never 
(or at least extremely seldom) missed a church service. She sang in the Choir and the 
Slovianka group and she always found the time to be available to anyone needing help. 
 
A year ago, when Annushka was diagnosed with stage 3 cancer, she fought valiantly to 
stay alive.  She had everything to live for: a loving husband, her sons, two little 
grandchildren whom she adored… Her departure from this world is a loss not only to her 
family, but to all of us who knew her and who loved her. 
  
It may seem to us that she was much too young to die, but perhaps the most important 
thing that we need to remember about her is that she died as she had lived, with her 
beloved Kolia at her side, holding her hands, and with a prayer on her lips, accepting 
God’s will. 
 

            In loving memory from Anastasia Sky 
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