
Message froM father stefan

On Monday March 18, we begin Great Lent, a won-
derful period of time to concentrate on repenting from 
our sins and growing in our faith.  Because we live in a 
secular, multi-cultural society, it takes a great deal of self 
will and determination to spend the next seven weeks 
in prayer, fasting, and church attendance, forsaking tele-
vision, the theater, sports events, and computer games.  
Our efforts are rewarded on the night of Holy Pascha 
when we joyously celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ and experience a deep peace and 
boundless joy in our hearts.  The Lord invites everyone 
to participate in this joy.  With God’s help, let us begin 
our journey.

 
Year after year, the Orthodox Church lives liturgical-
ly from one celebration of Pascha to the next.  Every 
Gospel reading and church hymn sets the tone for our 

anticipation of the coming of the Lord into our hearts 
and the changes we hope to make in our lives during the 
Lenten Season.  In addition, services before Great Lent 
guide us gradually into the rigors of fasting, prostrations 
and intensified prayers.  For example, during Cheese Fare 
Week or Maslenitsa (Monday, March 11 through Sun-
day, March 17), we partake of dairy products, fish, and 
seafood throughout the week, including Wednesdays and 
Fridays, which are usually fasting days.  The purpose is 
to make an easy and gradual change into the fasting diet.  
Similarly, the church services become more somber as the 
week goes by and include prostrations to the ground at 
appointed times.

Our first step into Great Lent occurs when we ask for-
giveness of each other on Forgiveness Sunday, March 
17.  We are reminded that if we hold grudges against our 
neighbor, our alms at the Altar of God are not acceptable.  
If we do not forgive, the Lord will not forgive us.

During the first week of Lent, services are held daily, cul-
minating in the Triumph of Orthodoxy on March 24.  
This first Sunday of Lent is dedicated to the Fathers of the 
Seventh Ecumenical Council who were victorious over 
the heresy of the Iconoclasts.  At this service, we venerate 
major icons placed in a semi-circle in the middle of the 
church.  As Orthodox Christians, we are called to know 
the history of our faith and the importance of treasuring 
the purity of God’s revealed Truth.
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FEAst DAys in March and April 

MARCH 11-17 Butter week/
Maslenitsa ending 
with Forgiveness 
Sunday

MARCH 18 Great Lent begins
APRIL  7 Sunday of the Cross 

and Annunciation 

APRIL 28 Palm Sunday 

APRIL 29 Passion Week begins
MAy 5 PASCHA

 
For a complete schedule of services, please 

check the Church calendar or website at http://
allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/  

IMPORtANt CHURCH sERVICEs tO AttEND
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The second Sunday of Lent is dedicat-
ed to St. Gregory Palamas (March 
31).  The service brings our atten-
tion to the noetic, deeply spiritual 
side of our growth in God.  Through 
constant prayer and God’s grace, we 
can be transformed into Godly, not 
worldly creatures. 

The third Sunday of Lent is dedicat-
ed to the Lord’s Life-Giving Cross 
(April 7).  It is a call to those who 
have not started fasting to make the 
effort.  It is also to encourage those 
observing Lent to continue fasting, 
praying, and attending church ser-
vices.  This year, Sunday of the Cross 
falls on the Feast of the Holy An-
nunciation, making this Sunday a 
very important one indeed. 

The Sunday of St. John of the Lad-
der (April 14) reveals to us the es-
sential truth that our faith is one of 
asceticism for all members of the Or-
thodox Church, not just for monas-
tics.  We are all called to step onto 
the Ladder of Divine Ascent and 
rise above our sinful habits, ascend-
ing step by step into the Heavenly 
Realm.

The Sunday dedicated to St. Mary 
of Egypt (April 21) renews the call 
for deep repentance, supporting 
those who may be ashamed of their 
sins and afraid to take steps needed 
for true confession and repentance.  
The life of St. Mary reveals the 
depth and depravity that one can 
fall into and the heights and saint-
liness one can attain with the help 
of the Holy Theotokos and trust in 

God’s Loving Mercy.

Several Saturdays of Great Lent are 
dedicated to the memory of our re-
posed ancestors,  loved ones and 
friends who have passed into eter-
nity.  This year, these Saturdays fall 
on March 30 and April 13.  On those 
days at appointed times during the 
Divine Liturgies, the names of the 
reposed, submitted by parishioners, 
are read by the clergy.

Lazarus Sabbath (April 27) is called 
the “General Resurrection,” indicat-
ing that we will all be raised from the 
dead by Our Lord Jesus Christ before 
the Last Dread Judgment.  On Palm 
Sunday (April 28), the Church cel-
ebrates the triumphant Entry of Our 
Lord and Savior into Jerusalem.  The 
faithful are given branches of budded 
willows (verba) plus a palm branch, 
reminding us we should joyfully greet 
the Lord as King into our hearts.

During Holy Passion Week (April 
29 through May 3), each day is 
dedicated to specific remembrances 
of Our Lord’s Last Days and His Pas-
sion and Death on the Holy Cross.  
(See http://www.goarch.org/our-
faith/ourfaith8432 for a detailed de-
scription of Orthodox Passion Week 
services and commemorations.)  At 
the last of three Pre-Sanctified Lit-
urgies, everyone asks each other for 
forgiveness as we did on Forgiveness 
Sunday prior to Great Lent.

Holy Passion Friday (May 3) is the 
strictest fasting day of the entire Or-
thodox Liturgical Year because of the 

Lord’s Saving Passion and Death on 
the Cross.  All faithful are called not 
to eat or drink the entire day.  If this 
is not possible, the faithful are called 
to eat only bread and water after they 
venerate the Holy Epitaphion or 
Plashchenitsa at the Vespers service.  
Children, the elderly, those chroni-
cally ill and those with medical con-
ditions are allowed to partake of food 
according to their particular dietary 
needs.  The services of this day are 
called the “Descent of Our Lord into 
Hades” and alternately “The Burial 
of Our Lord.”

During the Great and Holy Sab-
bath (May 4), the service begins as 
a somber Lenten service with many 
Old Testament readings, then evolves 
into a joyous celebration.  The col-
ors of the vestments in church and 
on the clergy change from black to 
white.  The Gospel of the Resurrec-
tion is read and the Divine Liturgy is 
celebrated in joyous anticipation of 
Holy Pascha.  Along with a physical 
fast of consuming only wine, bread 
and a few dates and figs, on this day 
we fast from extra words, loud noises 
and sleep, resting only for the short-
est time before the nighttime services 
begin.

We greet Holy Pascha (May 5) just 
before midnight, making our way 
in a procession around the outside 
of the church, stopping in front of 
the main entrance where the Paschal 
Matins begins.  In a burst of light 
and jubilation, the faithful proclaim 
“Christ Is Risen,” welcoming this 

continued...
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Divine Joy which is celebrated on 
Earth and in the Kingdom of Heaven.

OUR PERsONAL GOALs

To nurture the seeds of Orthodoxy 
planted in our hearts during Baptism, 
it is important to grow spiritually with 
each passing year.  Besides attending 
as many services as possible  during 
Great Lent and participating in acts of 
kindness toward our neighbor, parish-
ioners should also attempt to fast, even 
in a modified way.  For those who have 
never fasted, it is best to start slowly, 
first eliminating meat, then gradually 
giving up fish, dairy products, and oil.  
Some parishioners say they have done 
well by abiding the strictest rules right 
from the start.  The importance is not 
to get discouraged and quit before ex-
periencing the spiritual benefits of the 
physical fast.

Having decided to fast with God’s 
help according to Church Rules, we 
should make sure we never judge any-
one who fasts a lighter fast than we 
have chosen for ourselves or to judge 
someone who is not fasting at all.  By 
judging our brothers, we lose all spiri-
tual benefit for our physical fast.  It 
goes without saying that stuffing one-
self with delicious Lenten foods also 
defeats the whole purpose of fasting.  

FAstING FOOD

Which items are allowed during Great 
Lent?  Fruit, vegetables, and grains.  
Not permitted is any type of meat or 
animal products that come from warm 
blooded animals.  This includes eggs, 
dairy products, and olive oil.  Seafood 

may be eaten except during strict fast-
ing days.  Wine is permitted on Sat-
urdays and Sundays and certain other 
days.  The Orthodox Church Calen-
dar has symbols showing when wine, 
fish, and oil are allowed.

ENtERtAINMENt

The purpose of Great Lent is to retreat 
from the world as much as possible 
and heal our sickly soul. It’s best not 
to view secular programs for the en-
tire seven weeks.  At the minimum, 
the TV should be turned off during 
the first week of Lent and during Pas-
sion Week.  On the plus side, many 
Internet websites and spiritually-
enlightening videos are suitable for 
viewing during the Lenten Season. 

PRAyERs

During Lent, it is customary to in-
crease our prayers and to pray in a 
proper manner.  Morning and Evening 
Prayers are found in most Orthodox 

Prayer Books.  Some  Orthodox 
Christians add the Akathistos Hymns 
to their private prayers.  It is better to 
pray a shorter prayer rule consistently 
than to speed through a longer set 
with no attention to the content.  I 
recommend reading the short booklet 
“On Prayer” by Theophan the Recluse 
which is available at our Parish Candle 
Stand, free of charge.

CONFEssION/COMMUNION

All Orthodox Christians are expect-
ed to go to Confession and to Holy 
Communion on a regular basis.  Some 
Elders of the Orthodox Church rec-
ommend that Confession and Holy 
Communion be taken during all four 
fasting periods, during major Feast 
Days, and the closest Sunday to one’s 
Namesday.  Receiving Holy Com-
munion in the early hours of Pascha 
morning is one of the great joys of-
fered by the Church.  Parishioners 
who go to Confession during Passion 
Week do not need to repeat their Con-
fession for the Holy Saturday and Pas-
chal Divine Liturgies.

RELIGIOUs BOOks

With the TV turned off, Great Lent 
is an excellent time for reading.  One 
of my favorite books is St. John 
Kronstadt’s “My Life in Christ.”  I 
also recommend “The Art of Prayer” 
by Igumen Chariton of Valaam, 
published by Faber and Faber.  Also, 
stop by the Holy Virgin Community 
Bookstore on 26th Avenue and Geary 
Blvd. in San Francisco and take a look 
at their excellent selection of religious 
publications.  

Discussion with 
father stefan

FAtHER stEFAN wILL HOLD 
A DIsCUssION (BEsEDA) IN 
tHE CHURCH HALL AFtER 

DIVINE LItURGy ON sUNDAy 
APRIL 7tH.  tHIs Is yOUR 
OPPORtUNIty tO Ask HIM 

sPIRItUAL qUEstIONs.
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answer 
 - Protoierei Stefan Pavlenko

 
Mankind has asked for centuries why there is evil in 
the world and why evil prevails even in the midst of the 
faithful who pray and attempt to live lives of faithfulness 
to God.  The answer is FREE WILL.  In order to have 
human beings who truly love God on their own, not pro-
grammed to love Him, or  terrorized into submission to 
Him, God gives humans complete and total free will. 

By having free will, humans are able to do wicked things 
to each other.  If God stopped this activity, there would 
be no REAL free will.  God “allows” (popuskaet) these 
acts to occur, as horrible as they may seem, in order for 
us not to be computer-programmed to “love God and be 
nice to each other.” 

God loves us, His Creation, so much He sent His Son to 
become a Human Being and accept the just punishment 
for all this evil.  ALL OF IT!   However, the prayers of the 
faithful will be answered in God’s time, not in the time 
that we desire.  They will be answered in the fulfillment of 
His divine justice, divine mercy, and divine love. 

As humans, we tend to judge time and all that takes place 
in our conception of time as a linear dimension from past 
to present and onto the future.  But for God, and even-
tually for us when we enter His Kingdom, time will be 
timeless - no past, no future, just the everlasting present 
embraced by God’s love for us.  All the suffering, injus-
tice, and evil will be wiped away.  All tears dried.  All 

 
 
sickness healed.  All injustices corrected and all tortures, 
terror, and traumas expelled and eradicated.  ALL OUR 
PRAYERS WILL THEN BE ANSWERED.

As for the “turbulence of nature,” the Holy Fathers of our 
Orthodox Church remind us that not only did mankind 
fall with Adam’s sin, but Nature became corrupted with 
devastating floods, earthquakes, volcanoes, and storms. 

In Romans 8:19-22 (The Orthodox Study Bible), Apostle 
Paul writes:

19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly 
waits for the revealing of the sons of God.

20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, 
but because of Him who subjected it in hope;

21 because the creation itself also will be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God.

22 For we know that the whole creation groans and labors 
with birth pangs together until now.

    * * * * * * * *

(If you wish to submit a theological question for Father 
Stefan’s consideration to be answered in the next issue of 
the Church Newsletter, please email it to stefanvpavlen-
ko@msn.com)

theological Question for father stefan

When a horrific event occurs due to the evil in man or the turbulence 

of nature, how should we look upon this tragedy, permitted by our 

loving, all knowing Lord Jesus Christ?
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church financial 
results for 2012 
- Shura Ossipoff / Dima Bobroff

It’s important for all parishioners 
to know the financial status of the 
Church of All Russian Saints.  Ex-
penses for 2012 totaled $200,000.  
Income only reached close to 
$164,000, resulting in a shortfall 
of about $3,000 per month.  This 
shortfall was covered by taking 
funds from our reserves - not a 
good situation.

Our income included the $60,000 
collected in the Stewardship Pro-
gram.  Of the stewardship receipts, 
$30,000 went for the repair of the 
main cupola, $10,000 was paid for 
refurbishing the church floor and 
installation of a new carper run-
ner, and the remaining $20,000 
went toward narrowing our fi-
nancial shortfall.  As you may re-
member from the first issue 
of the newsletter, our finan-
cial shortfall averaged $4,800 
per month over the previous 
three years.  The good news 
is that thanks to the Steward-
ship Program, we narrowed 
the shortfall in 2012.  But 
we still need more revenue, 
specifically $36,000 to break 
even.  In addition, we have 
major repairs that need to be 
done to the small cupolas, 
ADA ramp, etc.  For this rea-
son, we set our Stewardship 
goal at $100,000 for 2013.

Thank you, 2012 Stewards, 
for your pledges that helped 

us narrow the shortfall.  Please 
consider re-pledging for 2013 ei-
ther at the same level, or if pos-
sible, increasing your pledges.

Of the 200 to 250 families who at-
tend our Church during the year, 
only about 60 families pledged 
funds through the Stewardship 
Program.  We appeal to the rest of 
you to support our Church.

The Parish Council has appointed 
a Financial Committee to review 
all expenses and reduce them when 
possible.  The committee consists 
of Shura Ossipoff, Andrei Maxi-
mow, Kolya Koretsky, Ivan Afa-
nasiev, and Dimitry Bobroff.  The 
aim is to achieve a balanced bud-
get.  That, of course, will depend 
on the generosity of our parishio-
ners and non-parishioners.  Please 
consider becoming a dues-paying 
parishioner and/or Steward. 

DECEMBER

Emilia Burton 
Anton Hsu 

Ashlynn McAleavey 
Miriam Terziyska 
Alexander Zavrin 

Janna Naroditskaya

JANUARy

Carina Polyakova 
Maxim Patsel

tHERE wERE NO 
MARRIAGEs IN tHE 

MONtHs OF DECEMBER 
AND JANUARy

DECEMBER

Elena McDonald 
Henry Judy

JANUARy

Maria Miserskaya

REPOSED IN THE LORD

MARRIED

BAPTISED

church council MeMbers

V. Rev. Mitred Archpriest  

Stefan Pavlenko, Rector (650) 430-9805

Ivan Afanasiev, Warden (650) 589-7617
Shura Ossipoff, Treasurer (650) 697-1078
Yura Misersky, Secretary (650) 579-2667
Head Sister 

Matushka Tatiana Pavlenko (650) 430-9806
Choir Director  

Andrei Roudenko (650) 922-0250
Dimitry Bobroff (408) 257-6918
Nikolai Koretsky (650) 492-8237
Andrei Maximow (408) 218-3922
Alexei Parshooto (650) 583-2840
Marina Roudenko (650) 342-4310
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stewarDship 
prograM 2013 
- Dimitry Bobroff

On January 1, the Church of All Russian 
Saints in Burlingame, California launched 
its second year of the Stewardship Program.  
All stewards who signed up in 2012 should 
have received their 2013 renewal notices by 
now.

Once again, the Parish Council extends an 
invitation to parishioners and non-parish-
ioners to become stewards of our church.  
Light blue brochures and pledge forms 
have been updated and reprinted for 2013.  
They are available on the shelf by the Can-
dle Stand.  For further information about 
the program, please contact Parish Coun-
cil members Dimitry Bobroff or Andrei 
Maximow.

However, being a good steward involves 
more than simply donating funds.  We need 
your physical help on various projects.  A 
number of parishioners have already donat-
ed their time, talents, and yes, their money 
for specific causes.  Here are some examples:

sPONsORsHIP

1.  Internet access was recently installed in 
the Church for viewing spiritual television 
programs from Russia and to provide wi-fi 
access to parents waiting for their children 
at the Parish Russian School.  Andrei and 
Xenia Maximow are sponsoring the cost of 
this service for the first year.  

2.  In January, we printed 150 color copies 
of the first issue of the newsletter to hand 
out to people in church who did not have 
email access or did not provide email ad-
dresses.  The cost of each copy was 48 cents 
for a total of $72.  Dimitry and Ludmilla 
Bobroff picked up that cost.  Father Ste-
fan and Matushka Tatiana are sponsoring 
the March/April issue.  Can someone please 
sponsor the May/June issue?  

reQuireMents anD aDvantages of 
church MeMbership 

 - Andrei Maximow 

What does it mean to be a pa-
rishioner or member of the Or-
thodox Church? There are three 
major components that define 
membership in the Orthodox 
Church: Sacramental, Canoni-
cal, and Stewardship. The Ortho-
dox Church is not a social club 
where one comes occasionally to 
meet with friends, socialize, and 
have weddings and baptisms. The 
Orthodox Church is the Body of 
Christ here on earth. As such, for 
Orthodox Christians to be an in-
tegral part of that Body, they must 
participate regularly in meetings 
of that Body by attending Di-
vine Liturgy.   For that Body to 
be nourished and ultimately sus-
tained towards our salvation, Or-
thodox Christians are obligated 
to participate in Confession and 
to receive Holy Communion 
and other Holy Sacraments as a 
minimal requirement of parish 
membership.

Since the beginning, our Church 
required all Orthodox Christians 
to join and become active mem-
bers of at least one Orthodox 
Parish. This includes regularly at-
tending Divine Liturgy, partaking 
of the Holy Sacraments, and abid-
ing by the Normal Parish Bylaws 
of the Russian Orthodox Church 
Outside Russia. The Normal Par-
ish Bylaws require parishioners to 
be baptized and for couples to be 
married in the Orthodox Church, 
thereby being a parish member in 
“good standing”. 

Another aspect of being a pa-
rishioner in “good standing” is 
submitting parish membership 
dues and contributing towards 

Stewardship Programs that pro-
vide for all the practical needs 
of the Church: livelihood for 
the clergy, insurance, utilities, 
and maintenance, enabling the 
Church to fulfill its missions and 
ministry. Specifically, annual par-
ish membership dues are used for 
ongoing monthly expenses while 
donations toward the Church 
Stewardship Program are used 
for major repairs and remodeling 
projects necessary for the overall 
beautification and maintenance 
of the Church building and prop-
erty. Timely payment of member-
ship dues is another essential as-
pect of being a member in “good 
standing”.

Parish members in “good stand-
ing” are allowed to vote in the 
Annual Parish Meeting and to 
directly participate in planning 
the growth, development and im-
provements concerning the Par-
ish. Additionally, discounts are 
available to parish members as 
follows:

                   Members     Non-members

Baptisms       $50                $75 
Funerals        $125              $150 
Weddings      $150               $200

Through active participation in 
Church life as a parish member 
in “good standing”, all Ortho-
dox Christians are able to show 
their gratitude and appreciation 
for all that God has given to us. 
The Bible speaks of offering back 
to God the “first fruits” of our 
labors, thus recognizing Him as 
provider of all that we are and all 
that we have.
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3. Choir members typically receive 
small gifts for Nativity and Pascha 
in appreciation for their outstanding 
vocal  efforts.  One parish family, who 
requested to remain anonymous, made 
a cash donation to fund the Nativity 
gift.  Now we’re looking for a Pascha 
gift sponsor?  Can you help? 

VOLUNtEERING

1.  Under the leadership of Matush-
ka Tatiana Pavlenko, the Sisterhood 
provides church-goers with delicious 
lunches that can compete with those 
served in the best restaurants in Burl-
ingame.  Preparing these lunches takes 
much time and effort.  Without fail, 

Luba Gauschieldt, Ira Shegoleff, 
and Nadia Soudakova work Sunday 
mornings (and often Saturday after-
noons for prep work), following the 
recipes of Matushka Tatiana.  There 
is also a team of women in the Sister-
hood who do other jobs, such as wash-
ing dishes and  baking desserts.  The 
money raised by the Sisterhood goes 

toward vestments for the clergy and  
Altar boys, as well as keeping the 
kitchen and the Church operational.  
If you’re interested in joining the Sis-
terhood, please talk to Matushka Ta-
tiana at (650) 430-9806. 

2.  One of the Sisterhood’s ongo-
ing money-raising efforts is making 
and selling delicious pelmeni.  Ap-
proximately, 5,000 pelmeni are made 
monthly in the Church Hall during 
a weekday session that runs from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.  You can buy 100 for 
$18.  Orders are taken in advance.  
While this is a Sisterhood project, five 
to six men also participate, contrib-
uting lively conversation while form-
ing the little dumplings.  To place an 
order or volunteer for the pelmeni-
making session, contact Luba Gaus-
chieldt  at (650) 591-1605. 

3.  Father Stefan makes at least sev-
eral hundred prosforas every two 
weeks.  It is done with prayer and 
an absolutely clean environment, 
a skill he learned at the Holy Trin-
ity Seminary.  Assisting him is our 
Prima Volunteer Larissa Krassovs-
kaya.  Recently Larissa became ill, so 
another volunteer, Svetlana Taran, 
stepped in.  A new volunteer has also 
appeared on the horizon - Father Ste-
fan’s granddaughter Melania (Milly) 
Maximow.  Father Stefan is happy 
to teach interested parishioners this 
important liturgical task.   Anyone 
interested?

4.  Helen Wyant volunteered to take 

wEBsItE DEsIGNER AND wEBMAstER 
We’re looking for a website designer to make our Church website more dynam-
ic, effective and useful.  Are you qualified to research successful websites from 
other Orthodox churches and design one for us that would be attractive, simple 
to upload, and to maintain?  The webmaster would also be responsible for main-
taining the website on a regular basis so that it is timely.  If interested, please 
contact Volunteer Coordinator Xenia Maximow at xenia@bash-events.com

PRE-PAsCHA CHURCH CLEANING DAys

Olga Parr, longtime coordinator of the annual Spring Church Cleaning, is seek-
ing volunteers to clean glass on icons, remove wax on walls and icon stands, 
clean lampadki and areas on the iconostasis, restore vestments and covers, and 
many other jobs.  Washing floors and windows is NOT required.  Gloves, paper 
towels, rags, etc are provided  The more people who volunteer, the quicker the 
Church will shine.  Seamstresses are especially welcome.  Come for all day or 
just a few hours.  Some jobs can be done sitting down.  Enter through the front 
steps of the Church.

Cleaning days are Thursday, March 28 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Friday, 
March 29 from 1 to 4 p.m.  Please contact Olga Parr at oparr21@gmail.com or 
(650) 343-8017.  We really need your help.

sUNDAy COFFEE HOURs

Parishioners have been requesting Sunday Coffee Hours similar to the ones that 
the Gilchrist family hosted so successfully for many months.  Duties include 
setting up the tea and coffee service and providing a light snack, such as soup or 
sweet rolls.  The Coffee Hours would be rotated monthly from one person or 
persons to others.  Cost of the food and beverages would be subsidized through 
donations. Elena Bederova and her friend, Galina, have volunteered to host the 
first Coffee Hour as soon as the  program is organized.  We need at least four 
more volunteers.  If interested, please contact Volunteer Coordinator Xenia 
Maximow at xenia @bash-events.com 

VOLUNtEER COORDINAtOR

Xenia Maximow has volunteered to coordinate all the volunteer jobs needed to 
maintain the Church.  In order to eliminate from the Church budget the cost 
of hiring professional cleaners, Xenia invites parishioners, who are willing to 
dust, vacuum, clean floors and clear candle stands, to sign up.  If enough people 
volunteer, rotations to do a particular job won’t come up again for weeks or 
even months.  Let Xenia know if you are willing to join this army of cleaners at 
xenia@bash-events.com

volunteers neeDeD!

continued...
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all of Father Stefan’s 
scraps of paper list-
ing namesdays and 
organize them ac-
cording to appro-
priate dates.  She 
has made Father 
Stefan’s job easier 
to congratulate the 
“imyaniniki” while 
the choir and pa-
rishioners sing 
“Many Years.”  So 
far, no one has been 
overlooked.  

These are a few examples of how 
parishioners are volunteering in 
Church.  Check the list on page 7 for 
other volunteer jobs that need to be 
filled.  Please offer your services.  You 
are greatly needed.

russian church 
school
Every Tuesday afternoon at 4:30 p.m. 
from September through May, the 
Church of All Russian Saints turns into 
a parish school.  Between 30 and 40 
children, ranging in age from six to six-
teen, occupy the Church Hall and vari-
ous classrooms for three hours, learning 
how to speak, read, and write Russian, as 
well as study Russian literature, history 
and religion.  Headed by Director Alex-
ander Nikolaevich Miroshnichenko, the 
staff consists of nine teachers, a secretary, 
treasurer, and a few parent-helpers.

The school was started in 1953 al-
most immediately after the Church 
was founded.  Its curriculum has pro-
duced graduates who went on to study 
at universities in Russia, at the Holy 
Trinity Seminary at Jordanville, and at 
medical schools in the United States.  

The most famous graduates have been 
the sons of Larissa Krassovsky and her 
late husband, Vadim Krassovsky.  Son 
Vladimir Krassovsky is now an icon 
painter and choir director at the Holy 
Virgin Cathedral in San Francisco.  Fa-
ther Alexander Krassovsky is the rector 
of Sts. Peter & Paul Church in Santa 
Rosa, and Father Roman Krassovsky is 
head of the Russian Ecclesiastical Mis-
sion in Jerusalem.

During their 12 years of schooling in 
Burlingame, children follow the same 
curriculum taught at the Holy Virgin 
Cathedral School in San Francisco.  The 
program starts with a kindergarten class, 
then continues on to Nursery, Alphabet 
Grade, three preparatory classes, and 
seven high school grades.  There is also 
a high school Russian-English class for 
students who are not fluent in Russian.

“The main difficulty for teachers is that 
children come to us with different lev-
els of proficiency,” says A. N. Mirosh-
nichenko.  “Some are completely fluent 
in Russian.  Others barely speak the lan-
guage.  Often, our teachers must teach 
in two languages.”

Nevertheless, with guidance and en-
couragement from parents and grand-
parents, students manage to pass tests in 
each grade and graduate with a diploma, 

some even with honors.  At the end of 
the school year, the graduating students 
are rewarded for their years of effort 
with a lavish White Ball held in a large 
ballroom in San Francisco.  Dressed in 
white ball gowns and black tuxedos, the 
graduates and their escorts dance the 
first waltz together, then with their par-
ents.  All the years of driving, tutoring, 
and prodding are forgotten as parents 
proudly watch their teenage children 
celebrating their achievement.

Another annual event hosted by the Rus-
sian Church School is the Yolka, held 
the first Sunday after January 7.  This 
party is primarily for younger children, 
who enjoy singing, dancing, acting in 
plays, and talking to Ded Moroz during 
the happy event.  

Enrollment in the 2013-14 school year 
begins this summer.  For information, 
contact A.N. Miroshnichenko at Mi-
ralenik@aol.com or check the website 
http://dorogadomoj.com/#gimnazija       

news froM the  
sisterhooD 
- Matushka Tania Pavlenko

The Burlingame Sisterhood is mourn-
ing the passing of one of its longtime 
members, Maria Ivanovna Misersky.  
Maria Ivanovna, our Tiotia Mussia, was 
an active and dedicated supporter and 
participant in the work of the sister-
hood for as long as anyone can remem-
ber. Whenever we were cooking one of 
our luncheons, she was the first person 
to come to church through the Church 
Hall and greet us with her wonderful 
smile and words of encouragement.

Maria Ivanovna took care of changing 
the colored vestments in the Church 
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according to the seasons and holidays.  
Pavel Roudenko has already volunteered 
to take over this job. She was also an ac-
tive member of the group that meets once 
a month to make our delicious pelmeni.  
Anyone interested in joining that group, 
please contact Luba Gauschieldt at  
(650) 591-1605.

We all miss our Tiotia Mussia!!!

The Sisterhood is also taking orders for 
the following: 
kULICHI - Contact Luba Gauschieldt at 
(650) 591-1605 
sIRNAyA PAsCHA - Contact Matushka 
Tania Pavlenko at (650) 430-9806 or 
tpavlenko@hotmail.com 
VANILLA will be available for sale at all 
our luncheons and events.

If you wish to order tvorog for Sirnaya 
Pascha, contact T. Pavlenko by March 31.

Our schedule for the next two months is 
the following:

pelMeni MaKing 
Close to a dozen people come to make 
pelmeni monthly at the Church Hall.  

Luba Gauschieldt, Nadia Soudakova, Ira 
Shegoleff and Ira’s daughter, Vera, prepare 
the dough and meat filling  the day before.  
Although this is a Sisterhood project, men 

also enjoy making the small dumplings 
while chatting about the news of the 

day.  Father Stefan drops by occasionally, 
contributing his efforts as well.

Volunteers meet the first Thursday of 
every month. All are welcome to join. 

Please contact Luba Gaushieldt if you are 
interested in participating.

seventh annual orthoDox lenten retreat 
The Western American Diocese will be holding its Seventh Annual Orthodox Lenten Retreat 
at the Holy Virgin Cathedral on Geary and 27th Avenue in San Francisco on Sunday, April 14, 
2013. The program begins with a 7:30 a.m. Liturgy, followed by breakfast. There will be two 
presentations after breakfast, the keynote speaker after lunch, then an open forum for questions 
and answers. Vespers will start at 5:30 p.m., followed by an informal fellowship in the Cathedral 
Hall. All services and presentations will be in English. Cost is $30 to $35.  Further information is 
available on www.wadiocese.com/retreat2013. 

This year, the speakers are: 
* Matushka Elena Perekrestov (Holy Virgin Cathedral, San Francisco):  A New Saint: The Holy 
Martyr Alexander of Munich. 
* Matushka Natalie Kotar (St. Nicholas Cathedral, Seattle):  The Fashion Conspiracy: Vanity re-
examined. 
* Keynote Speaker: Abbess Michaila (St. Paisius Monastery, Safford, Arizona):  Let Us Lift up Our 
Hearts: Strengthening Communion with God in Our Daily Struggle.

This retreat is not only spiritually edifying but also gives attendees the opportunity to meet people 
from many Orthodox jurisdictions.  Attendance has grown each year, so sign up early.

March 17 Forgiveness Sunday - 
Sisterhood Blini

April 7 Annunciation - Holiday 
Lunch

April 14 Children’s Kulich Fair.  
Children will decorate a 
Kulich and paint Easter 
eggs.  Proceeds from 
this fundraiser will go 
toward the repair of the 
small cupolas.

April 28  Palm Sunday - Sister-
hood Lunch featuring 
our famous Fish Kotleti
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F E L L O W S H I P

Approximately 80 people attended 
the annual Namesday Reception for 
Father Stefan on January 9, including 

His Eminence Arch-
bishop  Kyrill, Father 
Sergei Kotar of San 
Francisco, and Father 
Alexander Krassovsky 
of Santa Rosa.  The 
lively celebration at-
tracted parishioners 
and friends of all ages, 
some as far away as the 
East Coast. 

FAtHER stEFAN’s 
N A M E s D Ay

J A N U A R y  9 ,  2 0 1 3

i n  t h e  C h u r c h  H a l l
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BORIs MIsHkO 
1 0  y E A R s 
COMMEMORAtION

J A N U A R y  2 6 ,  2 0 1 3

Olya Schafranek, the youngest 
daughter of Father Stefan, was the 
guest of honor at a baby 
shower, hosted by Sonia 
Shoomiloff and Stephanida 
Pavlenko.  Approximately 
50 women attended, en-
joying a delicious lunch 
and admiring the darling 
gifts bought with love for 
the baby girl due in April.  
Olya and her husband, An-
drei, live in New Jersey.

Natasha Mishko and her family commemorated the ten year anniversary of the repose 
of her husband, Boris Andreevich Mishko, who passed away on January 19, 2003.  In 
attendance were her sons, Nikolai and Ivan Musil, and granddaughters Natasha and 
Tatiana Musil.  Natasha is a recent graduate of the Burlingame Russian Church School.  
The Church Hall was filled with Natasha’s many friends who helped her prepare a 
delicious meal.  Prior to the commemoration, Father Stefan blessed the grave of Natasha’s 
mother, Nadezhda Grigorievna Lepiavko who departed this life on December 21, 2011.

JOIN US in�showering�Olya Schafranekand�baby�girl�Schafranek
on Sunday, January 27that 1:00pm

Church of All Russian Saints Hall

744 El Camino Real
Burlingame, CA

Sonya Shoomilo� 650.483.1919

or Stephanie Pavlenko 650.867.5052

RSVP

Olya is registered at www.babyli.st/baby-schafranek

OLyA sCHAFRANEk’s 
BABy sHOwER

J A N U A R y  2 7 ,  2 0 1 3
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N A t I V I t y 
y O L k A

J A N U A R y  1 3 ,  2 0 1 3

The annual Russian School 
Yolka was a big hit with 
families, as children sang 
and performed skits, 
played games 
with Ded Moroz, 
and ate a tasty 
lunch.  Parents 
spent most of the 
afternoon filming 
the festivities.

CHURCH OF ALL RUssIAN sAINts 
A Parish of the Western American Dio-
cese of the Russian Orthodox Church 

Abroad 
744 El Camino Real, Burlingame, CA 

http://www.allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/

Rector:  Mitred Archpriest Stefan Pavlenko     
Cell: (650) 430-9805 

Parish Newsletter Staff 
Editor - Ludmilla Bobroff 

Art Designer - Xenia Maximow

We welcome your suggestions on the type 
of articles you would like to see in the Parish 

Newsletter.  Send your ideas to Ludmilla 
Bobroff at Ludmillaa@aol.com or telephone 
(408) 257-6918.  Please write Parish News-
letter in the Subject Line.  Deadline is one 

month prior to publication. 
Next Newsletter - MAy 2013 

 
Schedule of services can be found on the 

Church website:  
http://allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/

Printed with the blessing of His Eminence Kyrill, 
Archbishop of San Francisco and Western America, 

Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia.

 Photos by Luba Gauschieldt and 
Vladimir Egorov


