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The Great Lent is about to begin on March 15.  As 
we need to do annually, we should make an effort 

to plan in advance our strategy to take advantage of  
this special season of  the year and prepare ourselves for 
Passion Week and the Holy, Bright and Joyous Feast of  
the Lord’s Resurrection.  

We are brought into the Fast with preparatory Sundays 
which build for us a foundation upon which the actual weeks 
of  fasting during Lent are made more meaningful to us.

Zaccheus Sunday (which occurred on Feb 14 this year) 
showed us that if  we strive to see the Lord even from a 
distance, Our Merciful Lord is ready to enter the abode of  
our heart.  Sunday of  the Prodigal Son (which occurred 
on February 28) revealed God to us as a loving and 
forgiving Father if  we sincerely regret our sins and return 
to our spiritual family, the Church.

Meatfare Sunday (March 7) reminds us that we will stand 
before God and all mankind to answer at the Dread 
Judgment for all our sinful thoughts and deeds.  That week 
is called Butter Week which draws us to gradually enter the 
physical fast by eliminating meat and meat products from 
our daily diet.  On Wednesday and Friday of  Butter Week, 
Church Services are already more austere with lengthy 
readings and deep prostrations which are usual at Lenten 
weekday services.

Forgiveness Sunday, also called Cheesefare Sunday (on 
March 14), ends the preparatory Sundays and the Weeks 
before entering Lent with a call to forgive each other 
our trespasses.  Our best known and most repeated 
prayer was given to us by Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself.  
“Forgive us our debts (trespasses) AS WE FORGIVE 
OUR DEBTORS (as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.”) 

And so, light in soul and in body (if  we didn’t overeat our 
butter/cheesefare dinners!), we enter the First Week of  
Lent.  The following Sundays each have specific themes 
which take us through a spiritual journey that call for us 
to look into the depths of  our hearts and, at the same 
time, rise from one level to the next in striving to be more 
conscientious Orthodox Christians. 

On the First Sunday of  Lent (March 21), we are 
presented with a celebration of  the Triumph of  
Orthodoxy--- the acknowledgment of  the Veneration 
of  Holy Icons and relics as a universal teaching of  
the Orthodox Church.  Orthodox Christians do not 
worship created matter or idols.  They venerate the 
portrait images of  Christ, The Holy Virgin and the 
Saints of  the Church and illustrations of  important 
moments in Church History. They are as one Holy 
Person said, “Icons are ever preaching silent sermons of  
our salvation.” 
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Many of  the faithful are 
asking whether it is 

permissible to receive the new 
COVID-19 vaccines.  After 
reviewing with trusted Orthodox 
medical advisors, we have 
concluded that some of  the 
concerns lack foundation in fact, 
while others are legitimate.

Among the valid concerns, two 
are noteworthy:  long-term 
trials are lacking and aborted 
fetal cells were used in research.  
While some conventional vaccines apparently utilize these 
cell lines in production, the Pfizer and Moderna mRNA 
vaccines do not.  Therefore, the most important aspect 
of  these is the novel method used to elicit the immune 
response.  Since there has yet to be a long-term trial, a 
complete analysis of  side-effects is not available, and thus, 
many are legitimately concerned about this.

However, the one line of  anxiety that seems excessive is that 
the mRNA vaccine rewrites human DNA.  According to 
published articles, the mRNA does not enter the nucleus, 
does not reverse transcribe into DNA, and is merely a 
means to elicit protein production.  The new COVID-19 
vaccines (both conventional and mRNA) are not perfect, 
but they bear no greater spiritual significance than other 
personal medical decisions, such as the use of  medications 
for cancer, diabetes, or hypertension.

As with other similar considerations in medical care, 
Orthodox faithful need neither to seek a special blessing 
to receive the vaccines nor are they forbidden to receive 
them.  Each should seek wisdom and discernment after 
soberly having their concerns addressed, realizing also that 
there are other possible therapies to treat this disease that 
have not received as much attention and are not under 
consideration here.

Regardless of  the personal decision regarding the 
vaccine, all should seek the loving therapy and hope of  
our Holy Church.

The next Sunday (March 28) is dedicated to the 
Holy Saint Gregory Palamas.  This Saint fought 
to defend the Orthodox teaching concerning the 
“Uncreated Light, and God’s Essence and Energy” 
and the possibility for man to be in communion 
with God’s Divine Energy.  Many Orthodox 
Christian Saints reflected God’s Uncreated Light, 
as did, for instance, Holy Saint Seraphim of  Sarov, 
and many others. 

Nearing the middle of  Great Lent, the Holy Church 
presents to us The Sunday (and the week) of  the 
Holy Life Giving Cross (April 4).  This Sunday and 
Week livens and energizes those who are weary 
fasting and jostles the laggards who have been slow 
to start on the path to Holy Passion Week.  

The Sunday of  Saint John of  the Ladder (April 11) 
teaches us to take our spiritual journey step by step, 
taking heed of  spiritual guidance in the writings of  
the Holy Fathers and especially the book written 
by Saint John, “The Ladder of  Divine Ascent.”  
As Abbot of  the Holy Saint Catherine Monastery 
on Mount Sinai, Saint John gives us gradual or 
measured steps, so to speak, in order for us to rise a 
bit above our previous level. 

The last of  these Lenten Sundays is a spiritual 
lesson about Saint Mary of  Egypt (April 18).  Her 
example is for all of  us, but especially for those who 
may despair that their sins are too great for God to 
forgive. Saint Mary’s life of  diabolical depravity and 
willful sinning in her youth, followed by her path 
through prayer, repentance, fasting and living in 
the desert, to become a purified and great ascetic, 
encourages all to confess and know God will forgive. 

This brings us to the beginning of  the Lord’s 
Passion, that is, the Feast of  Lazarus Sabbath (April 
24) and Palm Sunday (April 25).  We then enter 
Holy Passion Week and will be ready to joyfully 
celebrate the Lord’s Glorious Resurrection, much 
better prepared.  For those who are not able to 
attend church, our services will be available on 
our LIVESTREAM.  Please see our website for 
COVID RULES FOR ATTENDANCE and 
information about our LIVESTREAM.  http://
allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/

For Liturgical Texts in English and Slavonic from 
Holy Protection Russian Orthodox Church in 
Austin, Texas, see http://orthodoxaustin.org/
liturgical-texts//
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THOUGHTS CONCERNING COVID VACCINE 
Bishop Luke of Syracuse, Abbot of Holy Trinity Monastery, 
Rector of Holy Trinity Seminary in Jordanville, New York

CHURCH ATTENDANCE:   BY INVITATION AND BY SIGN-UP 
Dimitry Bobroff

In-person attendance at our Burlingame church 
services during the COVID-19 Pandemic has been 

based on an alphabetical, rotational, and invitational 
basis since June 14, 2020. The invitational list with 
about 100 families/singles (primarily Parish Members 
and Stewards) allowed an invitation about every 
three weeks when we had indoor attendance, and 
about every two weeks for outside attendance.  We 
can accommodate about 20 families when indoors, 
and about 30 families when outdoors, to allow proper 
social distancing of  six feet between individuals and 
between family clusters.   

On the average, for every five invitations I would 
send out, two would decline or, what was worse, not 
respond.  The no responses persisted even after I sent 
out two reminders prior to the deadline.  So, after 
two no responses to invitations, their names would be 
permanently taken off the invitation list. 

In mid-December, the Parish Council discussed 
doing something different for the Major Feasts of  
Nativity and Theophany.  For the sake of  fairness, the 
Council voted to allow everyone a chance to attend 
the Feast Days as opposed to being lucky in having the 
appropriate rotational last name.  The decision was 
made to have a sign-up list on a first-signed up, first-
confirmed attendance basis.  We also decided to have 
two different lists – one for Nativity Eve on January 6, 
2021 and one for Nativity itself  on January 7.

On December 30, 2020, I sent out an email to the 
entire invitation list, explaining the sign-up process.  
Sign-up via email would open no sooner than 9:00 
a.m. on Monday,  January 4, 2021.  Instructions 
specified that the recipient should choose which 
church service was their first choice to attend and 
which was their second choice.  The instructions also 
specified that responses prior to 9:00 a.m. on Monday 
would be ignored.

One thing I learned over the past seven months is 
that people do not read their emails thoroughly.  As 
anticipated, I received six responses immediately 
requesting attendance at a specific Nativity Service.  
Of  course, I had to reply that their requests were 
being ignored and to please re-read the original email.  

On January 2, 2021, a follow-up email was sent to the 
entire invitation list, reminding everyone the sign-ups 
were two days hence beginning at 9:00 a.m. and would 
close the following day at noon.

On Monday morning, when I opened my computer 
at 9:30 a.m., I was not sure what kind of  a response I 
would find.  To my great surprise, there were 19 emails 
with exactly the 9:00 a.m. time stamp on the responses, 
differing only by seconds.   Succeeding responses were 
at one minute later time stamp intervals.  

By the 10:44 a.m. time stamp, both Nativity sign-
up lists were filled.  I later learned that some 
parishioners had set their alarm clocks so they 
wouldn’t miss the deadline.  Others, commuting to 
work, prepared their response in advance and yelled 
”Send” to a passenger when 9:00 a.m. arrived.  My 
biggest surprise, however, was the “winner” of  the 9 
a.m. time slot.  It was a parishioner who had never 
responded to most of  my invitations to attend church 
and ignored all the deadlines.

By God’s Providence, everybody who signed up 
received their first choice and no one had to be turned 
away.  (Half  of  the people preferred the Nativity Eve 
service, while the other half  preferred the Nativity 
Liturgy).  Of  course, there were also people who did 
not sign-up due to illness or conflicting work schedules.

As each sign-up email was received, I responded 
with an immediate confirmation of  their attendance.  
Several days later, a Confirmation email was sent to all 
attendees of  each Nativity sign-up lists.

Although the sign-up process was very labor intensive, 
I considered it to be a success by allowing everyone 
to participate in their desired Nativity Services.  
We repeated the process again for Theophany 
(Крещение) Services on January 18/19, knowing it 
would also attract many parishioners. 

We will continue with our normal invitational process 
alphabetically for Saturday Vigil and Sunday Liturgy 
Services, but may consider the sign-up process for 
select Major Feasts during Great Lent as instructed by 
Archpriest Stefan.   



If  you have been wondering who is the adult altar server 
assisting Father Stefan and Father Deacon Alexandre 

for many months now, it’s Dimitry Tchertkoff from New 
York State, second cousin to Father Deacon Alexandre 
Sarandinaki.  Dimitry arrived in San Francisco in 2020 after 
praying to St. John of  Shanghai and San Francisco to help 
him find the right path for his life.

Dimitry was born in 1984 in Suffern, New York to 
Nicolai Sergeievich Tchertkoff and Tatiana Seraphimevna 
Slobodskoy.  He was one of  four children who grew up 
in a devout Orthodox family whose ancestors suffered 
and survived great hardships.  His great grandfather, 
Father Alexsei Slobodskoy was a priest at the Cathedral 
of  Archangel Michael in Cherinskove, Russia in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth century. The Communists 
arrested Father Alexsei and he was shot by the Bolsheviks.  
Like thousands of  others, he became one of  the Holy New 
Martyrs of  Russia.  

His son, Seraphim, was conscripted into the Soviet army 
to fight against the Germans but was captured and sent 
to a German POW camp. What saved Seraphim was his 
ability to draw exceptionally well.  As he drew sketches of  
his German captors, they would provide him with extra 
food and keep him safe from harm.  It was at this camp 
that Seraphim met an emaciated man on his deathbed 
and began sharing his food rations, slowly bringing him 
back to health.  His name was Andrei Rostovtsov, a relative 
of  composer Sergei Rachmaninov. Seraphim also closely 
befriended Nicolai Popkov. The three men were all artists 
and became inseparable. It was then, in the POW camp, the 
three of  them promised each other that if  they survived the 
war, they would build a church. 

The three prisoners escaped from the POW camp and 
took sanctuary at a Russian Orthodox Church on the 
third day of  Holy Pascha. They were given lodgings with 
the International Refugee Organization (IRO).  There, 
Seraphim gathered a circle of  Orthodox youth and held 
conferences.  In 1948, at a Russian Student Christian 
Association Conference, he met his future wife, Elena 
Alexeievna Lopukhina.  In 1951, Seraphim was ordained a 
deacon in Passing, Germany on Forgiveness Sunday. Then, 
on Palm Sunday, he was ordained a priest.

With the assistance of  the Tolstoy Foundation in Valley 
Cottage, New York, Father Seraphim was sent with his 
Matushka to the United States to serve as the second priest 
at Holy Fathers Russian Orthodox Church in New York 
City.  A short while later, he was transferred to the Holy 
Virgin Protection Parish in Nyack, a suburb of  New York 
City.  Here, Father Seraphim fulfilled his wartime dream of  
building a church.

After broaching the idea to parishioners, Father Seraphim, 
along with his two old friends from the POW camp and 
the local faithful, all pooled their meager funds and bought 
a small parcel of  land.  Vladimir Mikhailovich Tolstoy, a 
relative of  Leo Tolstoy, was the architect.  Initially they 
were unable to get a bank loan, so they started building the 
church themselves.  Father Seraphim could be seen wearing 
his cassock while mixing cement and hauling wheelbarrows.  
The parish set up many fundraisers along the way to 
support the worthy project. 

The new church in Nyack was named the Holy Virgin 
Protection Church.  As the number of  parishioners grew, 
Father Seraphim and Matushka Elena opened a parochial 
school to educate the children and youth to become Russian 
American Orthodox Christians.  Father Seraphim started 
writing a catechetical book called “The Law of  God,” 
which explained the Orthodox Faith and the Orthodox 
Church in simple, yet profoundly lucid, terms.  The priest 
even drew many of  the religious illustrations in the book.  
It was published in 1966 and widely distributed in Sunday 
schools in the U.S. and smuggled into the Soviet Union 
by Orthodox travelers.  In publishing this book, Father 
Seraphim was awarded a gold pectoral cross and elevated to 
protopriest.

In 1992, the book was finally translated into English.  
Patriarch Alexei II of  Moscow praised the book as part of   
“the legacy created in the Diaspora.  It is used by hundreds 
of  thousands, if  not millions of  children in Sunday schools, 
while teenagers use this book to prepare for seminary.”

The much loved priest reposed on November 5, 1971 at 
age 59, long before our altar server Dimitry was born.  

continued...
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INTRODUCING DIMITRY TCHERTKOFF 
Ludmilla Bobroff

 Altar Server Dimitry Tchertkoff



His grandfather’s spirit, however, still remains in the 
grandparents’ old house where Dimitry, his parents, brothers 
(Alex and Sergei), and sister (Elena) all grew up.  Because the 
family has such a rich family history, the Orthodox Church 
has remained very important to all of  them. 

“I was an altar boy since I was four years old,” says Dimitry.  
“I can still remember my first time entering the Holy 
Altar.  I was overjoyed at finally being able to see what was 
happening behind the iconostasis.  My spiritual father, 
Father George Larin, came up to me and whispered in my 
ear not to touch the altar table, never to walk in front of  it, 
and never to walk through the Royal Gates.

“One Pascha while my father was holding me in his arms 
and I was facing the Altar, the entire Altar glowed on the 
inside with a fierce yet gentle white 
light like a vibrant cloud.  Father 
George came out with three 
candled crosses and exclaimed 
jubilantly, “Christ is Risen!” I don’t 
remember how old I was but it 
was clear to me that this was God’s 
home.”

As Dimitry grew, he took 
greater and greater interest in 
the Church.  He became an 
altar server, then a choir singer, 
learned to read Slavonic, and 
was tonsured a Reader.  He 
also took lessons from a Holy 
Trinity Monastery bell ringer and became a proficient 
bell ringer himself  at Holy Virgin Protection Church.  
“I never considered any of  these duties to be chores,” 
he says.  “Yes, the commitment requires time, vigilance, 
responsibility and work.  But to me, they are an act of  
leading a fulfilling life with Christ Our Lord.  As hard as 
these responsibilities can be at times, they are all normal 
and part of  our spiritual warfare.”

Besides being active in the Nyack Church, Dimitry also 
attended Camp NORR in upstate, NY where he met the 
Roudenkos.  He also attended St. Seraphim Camp in 

Blakeslee, Pennsylvania since it opened in 1996.  Orthodox 
youth from around the world would spend a week together 
and create friendships and memories that last a lifetime.  
“I was a camper for many years, then I volunteered as a 
counselor for many more years,” he says.  “The camp still 
continues today and I pray that the youth have the same or 
a similar experience that my friends and I had.”

During his senior year in high school, Dimitry decided to 
create a film about his grandfather, Protopriest Seraphim.  
He had access to a film studio at the school, and had a 
mentor named Deardre O’Hagen to help with research and 
production, plus a cast of  friends and family members who 
were willing to reminisce about his famous grandfather.  
The video was shown in the high school auditorium with 
students, teachers, and members of  the Russian community 
in attendance.  It was such a big hit that the school gave 
Dimitry high marks for its creation.  In 2018, it was posted 
on YouTube. (To access the film, Google Fr. Seraphim 
Slobodskoy where it will appear.)

Link:  https://youtu.be/vnSqaRBagSM 

Father Seraphim’s son, Reader Alexsei Seraphimovich 
Slobodskoy, co-authored his father’s biography in Russian 
with Olga (Rodzianko) Tolstoy (our Father Deacon 
Alexandre’s  grandmother).  It is titled “The Life and 
Legacy of  Fr. Seraphim Slobodskoy”.  An English 
translation is in the making. 

After completing high school, 
Dimitry attended St. Thomas 
Aquinas College where he majored 
in English.  He earned his Master 
of  Arts in Teaching Programs at 
Bard College.  Upon graduation, 
he worked at several schools in 
New York State teaching children 
with learning disabilities, such 
as autism and dyslexia, before 
turning to St. John of  Shanghai 
and San Francisco with prayers for 
guidance.

His timing, however, was poor in 
starting a new job at St. John Academy in San Francisco.  A 
month after beginning his classes, a Stay-in-Place Edict was 
proclaimed by Governor Newsom  due to the coronavirus.  
Today, Dimitry teaches students with learning disabilities at 
Sterne School in San Francisco.  He eagerly awaits a return 
to normalcy so he can meet more people and parishioners 
in California.

Dimitry’s hobbies include painting, drawing, writing poetry, 
and cooking.  As for moving upward in the clergy ranks, he 
says, “I leave that decision entirely up to God.  If  it’s God’s 
will, it will be.  If  not, it doesn’t matter if  I want it or not.”        

The future Saint John of  Shanghai and San Francisco 
(left) and Protopriest Seraphim Slobodskoy.

Dimitry learned to ring bells from a Holy 
Trinity Monastery bell ringer.
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Thanks to a small group of  families, the Feast of  
the Nativity on January 7 proved to be a joyous 

holiday despite the COVID restrictions placed on our 
Church and our Parish Russian School. The mood was 
somber since parishioners could only choose to attend 
the evening Vespers or the morning Divine Liturgy to 
commemorate the Feast Day.  Plus no Yolka Party was 
planned by the Parish Russian School for the children 
in the community in order to observe protocols issued 
by the San Mateo Health Department.  

Then, Subdeacon Alyosha Baranoff came up with an 
idea to lift everyone’s spirits.  Let’s decorate the outside 
tent, he suggested.  He approached Olya Schafranek, 
daughter of  Father 
Stefan and Matushka 
Tatiana.  She had 
arrived with her family 
from the East Coast 
to visit her parents, 
quarantining in a friend’s 
empty house before 
moving in with them.  
Olya loved the idea of  
decorating the tent.  So 
did Alyosha’s wife, Tasia, 
who immediately offered 
to help.

The young mothers 
created stars from paper 
bags that were glued 
together to hang from 
the tent ceiling.  The three of  them also strung up 
lights on the perimeter and attached Christmas tree 
branches on the posts, tied with red ribbon.  Katya 
and Dima Andruha provided Christmas trees to the 
church that were found in their neighborhood.  Little 
elves, named Fevronia and Elena Schafranek and 
Kassiana and Anthony Baranoff, helped trim two 
Christmas trees which decorated the main entrance to 
the church. 

Meanwhile, in the back of  the church, Svetlana 
Avdeeva, Assistant Director of  the Parish Russian 
School, donated a white flocked Yolka with small gifts 
hidden among the branches.  A letter from Ded Moroz 
(Father Frost), hung on the Church Hall window, 
encouraging parents to find the gifts for their children 
after Divine Liturgy was completed.

CELEBRATING THE NATIVITY 
Ludmilla Bobroff

Above: Svetlana Avdeeva from the 
Parish Russian School provided a 
white flocked tree with gifts hidden 

in the branches.  Waiting for 
their gifts are, left to right, Daniel 
Potselueff, Olessia Sarandinaki, 
Kassiana Baranoff, Anastasia 

and Alexandra Sarandinaki, and 
Natalia Potselueff. 

Tasia Baranoff trims the tree with her children, 
Kassiana and Anthony.  Also helping are 

Fevronia and Elena Schafranek.

Stars made from paper bags hang from the 
tent ceiling while branches with red ribbon 

decorate the posts.

continued...
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Below: The note from 
Ded Moroz, taped 
to the Church Hall 
window, said gifts 
among the branches 
were for the children.

 Above: A video filmed during the 2020 Parish 
Russian School Yolka was shown on Zoom.

The following Saturday on Jan. 9 was the premiere of  the Virtual Yolka.  
Alexandra Whooley, president of  the Russian American Women’s 
League in San Francisco, came up with the idea of  a Zoom presentation 
of  children from Bay Area Orthodox Schools singing, dancing, reciting  
poems, and playing the piano during the pre-recorded event.  Svetlana 
Avdeeva coordinated the acts from our Parish Russian School. Among 
the performers who appeared on the Zoom telecast were Elena 
Schafranek, Ilya Sarandinaki, Zoe Andruha, Alexander Friesen, and 
our altar boys, Nicky and Vova Motoviloff.  Ded Moroz made a surprise 
appearance on the screen.

The Russian American Women’s League in San Francisco also raised 
funds for Russian Life Newspaper in San Francisco which is celebrating 
its 100th year anniversary in 2021.

Above: Parents, teachers, and children watched the 
pre-recorded video on Zoom.  The creative organizer 

of  the Virtual Yolka was Alexandra Whooley, 
(top row, far left square), president of  the Russian 

American Women’s League in San Francisco.

Elena Schafranek recited a poem 
on the Virtual Yolka.

CHURCH COUNCIL  
MEMBERS

V. Rev. Mitred Archpriest 
Stefan Pavlenko, 

Rector
(650) 430-9805

Ivan Afanasiev, 
Starosta 

(650) 589-7617

Alexei Baranoff, 
Treasurer 

(916) 799-0898

Yura Misersky, 
Secretary 

(650) 579-2667
 

Matushka Tatiana Pavlenko,
Head Sister 

(650) 430-9806
 

Andrei Roudenko
Choir Director
(650) 922-0250

Andrei Alexeeff
(650) 787-2145 

Dimitry Bobroff
(408) 257-6918

Oleg Bolshakoff 
(415) 759-8582

Bill Gilchrist 
(415) 518-5028

Alexander Loboda 
(650) 654-5447

Marina Roudenko
(650) 483-3412

Tanya Bolshakoff
Alternate

(650) 291-7289
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Parishioners stood outside during the Nativity Eve 
service with Christmas trees glowing in the dark.

Father Stefan lowers the Holy Cross into the water on Theophany 
to signify the baptism of  Christ.

With Altar Server Leo Grabowski by his side, Father Stefan exits the church to 
bless with Holy Water the faithful standing outside.

Parishioners view the blessing of  the water on the large screen 
television outside the front doors.

JANUARY 
FEAST 
DAYS
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(Left to right) Nina Eyvazov, Vera Polski and Lena Gauschieldt, 
members of  the Sisterhood, sell pirogi-to-go in the Church Hall.

Four different fillings were available:  meat, cabbage, 
mushroom, and cheeseburger.  All were sold out.

Katya Andruha organized a coat and jacket drive during the month of  
February for the homeless in Burlingame.  Even before the month ended, 
our generous parishioners donated over 150 warm coats and jackets for 
Home & Hope.  In this photo, Katya is standing with her daughters, 
Zoe and Savina, in front of  the first batch of  donations.  A full report 

on the Coats Appeal will appear in the May/June Newsletter.

Two of  Father Stefan’s adult children and their families celebrated the 
Feast of  the Nativity all together.  On the left are the Schafraneks.  On 

the right is the Alyosha Pavlenko family.

JOY  
DURING 
THE 
PANDEMIC



On Forgiveness Sunday, March 14, after Divine Liturgy, 
the Sisterhood will be offering blini for take-out.  Each 
portion will have 5 blini and all the usual trimmings:  

sour cream, chopped egg, gravlax, caviar, and herring.  
Cost is $20 per portion.

For pre-orders, call Luba Gauschieldt at 650-591-1605. 

SISTERHOOD TO SELL  
BLINI-TO GO
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REPOSED IN THE LORD

MARRIED

DECEMBER 2020
Allen Grabovetsky

Ellen Stotzky

JANUARY  2021
Elena Hrushow

Eugenia Pafnutieff
Aleksandr Pletmintsev

DECEMBER 2020
None

JANUARY  2021
None

DECEMBER 2020
Louis Alexander Alvarez

JANUARY  2021
Emilia Naumova

BAPTIZED

Published with the blessing of  
His Eminence Kyrill, Archbishop 

of  San Francisco and Western 
America, Russian Orthodox 

Church Outside Russia.

Thank you to  
Ludmila and Ivan Afanasiev for 

graciously sponsoring the printing cost 
of this issue.

LIVESTREAM 
SERVICES 

For those who are homebound, 
hospitalized or unable to attend 

Church Services at the Church of  
All Russian Saints in Burlingame, 

we have enabled live video 
streaming via the Internet.  Live, 

as well as previously recorded 
Church Services are available at  

 
YouTube channel: 

 
http://bit.ly/burlingamechannel 

 
Alternatively, the link to the 

Church Services is also available 
on the church website at: 

http://www.
allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/

CHOIR NEWS 
Andrei Roudenko

Soon we will be entering the most spiritually intense part of  the year 
- Great Lent (Великий пост), followed by Passion Week (Страстная 

Неделя).  The “light” at the end of  this “tunnel” of  repentance, of  
course, is Pascha!  During this period, our choir will sing some of  the 
most soul-searching, prayerful texts of  the year, set to some of  the most 
beautiful, moving music that the Orthodox Church has to offer.  Our 
choir looks forward to sharing these special, once-per-year spiritual 
moments with our clergy and you, our parishioners.  

At this time last year, we reported that our fundraising efforts on behalf  
of  the Bethany Orthodox School in the Holy Land netted approximately 
$15,000 in 2019.  In 2020, limited by COVID-19 restrictions, we didn’t 
have the ability to host fundraisers.  Nonetheless, our efforts, and more 
importantly, your generosity, resulted in a similar, nearly $15,000 donation 
to the School in 2020.  Thank you; God bless you.  We hope that you will 
be able to maintain your support for our Bethany School efforts during 
upcoming even-numbered months.

Our choir members and I marvel at the spiritual strength of  our 
clergy and parishioners in the face of  adversity, and thank God for His 
continued blessings.  You have continued to attend services, even outside 
(!) despite inclement weather.  With no choir-sponsored luncheons or 
benefit concerts, you have supported our efforts to help the Bethany 
School.  Your love for the Church and dedication to virtuous good deeds 
(добродетели) inspire our choir members to carry on and expand our 
parish’s exemplary choral tradition, despite the difficulties and limitations 
stemming from COVID-19 restrictions.

Dear friends: stay strong; stay healthy. In our next newsletter, I look 
forward to greeting you with “Христос Воскресе!” (Christ is Risen!). 
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SALES DIRECTORY
Please support our advertisers.  All proceeds from ad sales 

go to the Stewardship Fund.  If  you would like your business 
card to appear in the next issue of  the Newsletter, please 

contact Dimitry Bobroff at  
jbobroff@aol.com  Cost is $25.   

Deadline for submitting cards and sending checks  
(made out to Church of  All Russian Saints) is April 1st.

DENTIST

ELECTRICIAN FUNERAL HOME

HOME FOR THE ELDERLY PAVING AND CONCRETE

REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE



ChurCh of All russiAn sAints 
A Parish of  the Western American Diocese of  the 

Russian Orthodox Church Outside of  Russia 
744 El Camino Real, Burlingame, CA 94010 
http://www.allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/
Rector:  Mitred Archpriest Stefan Pavlenko     

Cell: (650) 430-9805
See the schedule of  services on the Church website:  

http://allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/

PArish newsletter stAff 
Editor - Ludmilla Bobroff 

Art Designer - Xenia Maximow
Production Manager - Dimitry Bobroff

Photographers - Dimitry Bobroff, Lena Gauschieldt, 
and Olya Schafranek

We welcome your suggestions on the type of  articles 
you would like to see in the Parish Newsletter.  Send 

your ideas to Ludmilla Bobroff at Ludmillaa@aol.com 
or telephone (408) 257-6918.  Please write Parish News-
letter in the Subject Line.  Deadline is one month prior 

to publication. 

Next Newsletter - MAY 2021
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RESTAURANTREAL ESTATE

SHOES FOR HEALTH

SKILLED NURSING FACILITY

SKILLED NURSING FACILITY

SMOG CHECK


