
Message froM father stefan
People who attend an Orthodox Church for the first time 
are often confused by the actions of parishioners.  Some 
come up to a favorite icon and spend several minutes 
praying.  Others make a quick sign of the Cross at the 
Feast Day icon, then walk hurriedly to the back of the 
church.  Still others make deep reverent bows in front of 
their favorite icons, before finding a place where they can 
hear and see the service unfolding before them.

What is the proper behavior in an Orthodox Church?  
While each church follows its own traditions (such as 
women standing on the left and men standing on the 
right), the following rules are applicable to all Russian 
Orthodox Churches.

 ►As you drive to Church, put yourself into a prayerful 
mood by listening to a CD of Church hymns sung by a 
choir.  Realize that you will be standing shortly before the 
King of Heaven alongside billions of angels and thousands 
of saints.  

 ►Wear clean and appropriate clothing.  Women should 
not wear slacks or dresses that are short in length, too 
tight, or have exposed necklines.  Hats and head coverings 
are preferable to wear and required during Communion.  
Lipstick should be wiped off beforehand so that no red 
imprint from the lips is left behind on the icons, the 
Chalice or the Cross.

 ►Arrive at Church before the service starts.  Upon 
entering, make a bow towards the altar saying, “God, 
have mercy on me, a sinner.”  (Gospodi pomilui.)  Next, 
obtain one or more candles to place before the icons as an 
offering to God.  If you have come for the Divine Liturgy, 
submit a list of names or a book of commemoration of 
those people who are dear to you.  This list will be taken 
to the priest to pray for the health and salvation of your 
loved ones and the repose of the deceased.  Your prosphora 
will be waiting for you after Communion begins.

 ►Presenting your list of names after the start of Liturgy 
delays the service and should be avoided.  The best choice 
is to prepare a book of names in advance and donate 
funds for the year so that it is automatically presented for 
all Sunday services.       

 ►With your candles, go quietly to the Feast Day icon.  
The proper way of venerating an icon is to make the sign 
of the Cross, followed by a bow deep enough for your 
extended fingertips to touch the floor.  Do this twice, 
then kiss the icon.  Light the candle from those already 
lit, then cross yourself and bow a third time.  Move away 
so others are free to follow.  If you pass before the royal 
doors, reverently make the sign of the Cross and bow 
towards the altar.  Find a place to stand in the Church.

 ► If you enter the Church during the reading of the 
Gospel, during the singing of the Cherubic Hymn, 
during the Eucharistic Canon, or during the Lord’s 
Prayer, remain in the narthex until these important parts 
of the Liturgy are completed.

 ►You should stand, not sit in Church.  However, those 
who are ill or weak are permitted to sit down, especially 
during the reading of the Kathisma Psalms and Old 
Testament readings.  

 ►Full prostrations with bended knee and head to the 
floor are not done on Saturday evenings or on Sundays 
except when the Holy Cross is venerated on certain holy 
days.  During all services, make the sign of the Cross 
when you hear the words, “Father, Son, and Holy Spirit”.  
In fact, you can cross yourself whenever you want but 
keep in mind that constantly crossing oneself can distract 
people around you.
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 ►Pray as one who is taking part 
in the church service, not merely 
attending it.  When you hear the 
words of a blessing directed to the 
congregation (“Peace be unto all,” 
Mir Vsem,  or “The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ...”), bow your 
head without making the sign of 
the Cross.  Likewise, bow your head 
when the priest or deacon censes the 
congregation.

 ►Approach Holy Communion 
with reverence.  Cross your hands 
over your breast with the left hand 
over the right.  Say your baptismal 
name clearly.  After receiving 
Communion, kiss the Chalice 
without making the sign of the Cross 
in order not to inadvertently jar the 
Chalice.  Step down the stairs, turn 
around and make the sign of the 
Cross facing the holy Chalice at the 
altar.  After partaking of the warm 
wine mixed with water and pieces of 
prosphora at the table, return to your 
place, giving thanks to God.  Pick up 
your own blessed prosphora at the 
narthex.   

 ► It’s important for all who receive 
the holy Eucharist/Communion to 
stay for the Thanksgiving Prayer said 
after Liturgy.  The Divine Liturgy 
is called the Eucharist, a Greek 
word meaning thanksgiving.  When 
we receive a gift from a friend or 
relative, it’s considered rude not to 
acknowledge or thank them.  How 
much more important is it, then, to 
thank God for the gift of the Holy 
Sacrament of Communion which is 
the food of Eternal Life.

 ►On leaving the Church, make the 
sign of the Cross while facing the 
altar.  For the rest of the day, strive 
to guard the grace you received in 
Church.  If you succeed, you will be 
blessed with tranquility, strength and 
enlightenment of the soul.  

The annual meeting of the Church of All 
Russian Saints was held in the Church 
Hall on April 21, 2013.  Forty-two dues-
paying members attended.  Boris Parr was 
elected chairperson of the meeting by the 
attendees.

Father Stefan reported that in 2012, there 
were a total of 43 baptisms, 2 weddings and 
14 funerals at the Church.  He thanked 
Ivan Afanassiev, Nikolai Misersky, Alexei 
Kovalenko, Alexei Sikorsky, Andrei and 
Marina Roudenko, plus all members of 
the Sisterhood, the Parish Council, and 
the Russian School staff for their hard 
work.

Warden Ivan Afanassiev listed the projects 
that had been completed during the past 
year: a new Church runner, refurbished 
wooden floor, new outdoor and hall 
spotlights, and repair of the Main Cupola.

Matushka Tatiana Pavlenko, head of 
the Sisterhood, acknowledged her many 
loyal helpers, including Luba Gaushieldt, 
Irene Shegoleff, Nadia Soudakova, Larissa  
Krassovsky,  Misha Bogoslovsky, Olga 
Parr, Vera and Brian Crossfield.  She 
also thanked the male members of the 
pelmeni-making group: Nikolai Koretsky, 
Vladimir Kondrasheff, Nikolai Koozmin, 
Dimitry Bobroff, Warren Cane, and 
Alexander Ossipoff.

Notable Sisterhood events during 2012 
were:

•	 Father Stefan’s Namesday when he 
was presented with a mitre

•	 The Fort Ross 200-Year Anniversary

•	 The 60th Anniversary of the Parish

Treasurer Alexander Ossipoff provided a 
financial statement for the Church and 
announced his retirement.

Choir Director Andrei Roudenko listed all 
the special Church services, concerts, and 
caroling sung by the 46 choir members 
during 2012.  He announced that the 
First Annual Western Diocese Youth 
Choir Conference would be held at the 
Burlingame Church on June 14-16.

Russian School Director Alexander 
Miroshnichenko summarized the school’s 
history and statistics. (It is available in 
Russian on http://www.dorogadomoj.
com/g12dkl.html)

Attendees elected the following members 
to a two-year term of office to the Parish 
Council:  Alexei Baranoff, Nikolai Ko-
retsky, George Misersky, and Alexei Par-
shooto.  Elected to a two-year term on the 
Auditing Committee were Anna Derugin, 
Olga Medvedko, and Sonya Shoomiloff.  

annual Parish Meeting 
- Yura Misersky

Father Stefan delivers his report
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For the past fourteen years, my dear friend, Shura Ossi-
poff has been the person in charge of finances in our Bur-
lingame Church.  Our friendship goes back 72 years to 
Shanghai, China where, as boys, we played on the streets 
and alleys of the French Concession.  

Shura started his education at the Shanghai Com-
mercheskoe Uchilishche, then transferred to St. Joan of 
Arc School, run by Catholic monks, followed by a year at 
St. Xavier Academy.  He credits his strong Orthodox faith 
to his mother, Maria Ivanovna, who attended church reg-
ularly, as well as the presence of Vladika Ioann who built 
and served for many years at the Shanghai Mother of God 
Surety of Sinners Russian Orthodox Cathedral.  (Vladika 
Ioann was later glorified as Bishop St. John of Shanghai 
and San Francisco).

“Vladika Ioann sat in on our yearly Zakon Bozhii exami-
nations (the Law of God),” recalls Ossipoff.  “Because he 
had a stern appearance, it was rumored he would hit any 
student who failed the exam with his bishop’s staff.  No 
one dared to fail.

“In reality, Vladika Ioann was a kind, loving person, ca-
pable of healing the sick.  One year, my cousin Irene be-
came very ill.  After he spoke to her and prayed for her, 
she recovered immediately.”

In 1947 at the age of 17, Shura and his parents emigrated 

to the United States.  Our friendship continued to grow 
in San Francisco and on the Peninsula.  After receiving 
an Associate Arts Degree from the College of San Mateo, 
Shura joined the U.S. Army, then the U.S. Reserves.  
After completing his tour of duty, I persuaded him to join 
the U.S. Air Force Reserves, where, finally, Shura had the 
opportunity to use his Russian language skills.  He was as-
signed to the intelligence division and worked in the U.S. 
Pentagon, in Alaska, and in Germany as a translator.  Like 
me, Shura was in the military service for 30 years.

His professional career, however, revolved around ac-
counting and computers. He worked for Levi Strauss, 
Blue Shield, and Krames Communications.  During the 
last ten years of his working life, Shura switched to facili-
ties management, setting up security and telephone sys-
tems.  He retired in 1997.

While working for Blue Shield, Shura, who enjoyed play-
ing soccer, joined the office bowling team.  There, he met 
the lovely, vivacious Lula Tamaras who was Greek Ortho-
dox.  They married in 1960 and I was the best man.  A 
few years later, their daughters, Maria and Alexia, were 
born.  As the girls grew older, Lula became active in the 
San Francisco Greek community.  She volunteered reg-
ularly at the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral, 
helping out at food festivals and their annual crab feeds.  
She also volunteered at the Burlingame Church, joining 

treasurer shura ossiPoff resigns his Post 
- Boris Parr

continued...

Shura and Lula Ossipoff
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the pre-Pascha cleaning crew.  Some-
how she found time to do all this 
volunteer work while working for 
the Hillsborough School District 
Office.

Shura also divided his time between 
two churches.  He became secre-
tary on the Annunciation Cathedral 
Parish Board, as well as a member 
and later the treasurer of the Parish 
Council of the Church of All Rus-
sian Saints.  On Father’s Day, he  was 
selected 2013 Father of the Year by 
the Annunciation Cathedral Ladies 
Philoptochos Society.  

“I have always tried to divide my time 
equally between the two churches,” he 
says.  “Lula and I designate one year 
to be our Greek year where we attend 
Pascha and Pentecost in the Greek 
Church.  The next year is our Russian 
year where we celebrate major feast 
days in the Russian Church.  Since 
our grandchildren, Anna and Chris-
tian, attend Sunday School in San 
Francisco, I often come for the first 
hour of Liturgy in Burlingame then 
dash to San Francisco to see them.”

His fourteen years as treasurer have 
been a challenge.  “I have had to refi-
nance church properties several times 
in order to cover expenses,” Shura 
says.  “Our best years were in the early 
2000s.  That’s when we had several 
large estate donations which helped 
our finances greatly.

“When the recession hit, donations 
plunged.  We were losing $4000 a 
month in revenue!  Thanks to new 
board members who initiated the 
stewardship program and thanks to 
parishioners who responded gener-
ously with their time and pledges, our 
finances have stabilized.  I’m hopeful 
that the new treasurer will succeed in 
keeping church finances in the black.”

More salutes froM the Parish CounCil 
- Dimitry Bobroff

Due to space limitations in the 
May/June Newsletter, we omitted 
the names of many parishioners 
who donated sums of money, as 
well as their valuable time, physi-
cal labor, and professional exper-
tise during the past months.  The 
Parish Council salutes the follow-
ing parishioners for their service:  
 

 ►Candle wax drippings make 
their way not only to the floor 
but to the red runner carpet as 
well. The best way to lift off the 
drippings from the carpet is to 
use a hot iron and paper towels 
to absorb the wax.  Valentina 
Tolstoguzeva donated $250 to 
purchase a commercial grade 
iron that makes the job much 
more efficient.

 ►As many of you have noticed, 
the church’s front marble steps 
have been power-washed, alumi-
num edges fixed, and new black 
safety tread tape installed.  The 
tape was donated by Con-Quest 
Contractors, Inc, which is owned 
by Pavel Loukianoff.   The tape 
was installed by Alyosha Baranoff 
who works for Con-Quest.  

 ►Boris Parr, Shura Ossipoff, and 
our Warden, Vanya Afanasiev are 
the emergency go-to people who 
perform unexpected repairs (or 
wait for the repairmen) for such 
tasks as repairing the refrigerator, 
conducting fire inspection vis-
its, and fixing the plumbing.  Of 
course, the expert in all physical 
matters pertaining to the church, 
is our assistant to the Warden, 

Nick Ionoff, Alyosha Baranoff, Dima Bobroff and Kolya Koretsky strip 
wax off the Church Hall floor
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Nikolai Vassilievich Misersky, 
who performs a myriad of duties 
in the church.

 ►One of the toughest jobs on the 
Parish Council is that of Church 
Treasurer.  Shura Ossipoff has 
been doing this job for many 
years and we all thank him.  Sadly, 
Shura has decided to resign from 
this time-consuming job and the 
Parish Council is now looking ac-
tively to groom a replacement.

 ►The monthly Church service 
schedule in both Russian and Eng-
lish can be found on the Church 
website http://www.allrussian-
saintsburlingame.org/.  Vladimir 
Lytnev has been uploading the 
monthly schedules and recently 
added links to the Parish Newslet-
ter.  Thank you Vladimir.

 ►The church has been brought 
into the technology age by hav-
ing wi-fi capability and live video 
streaming.  Xenia and Andrei 
Maximow have generously spon-
sored all the associated costs in  
providing and installing these 
capabilities.

 ►Every month, Luba Gaus-
chieldt, Irina Shegoleff, and 
Nadia Soudakova organize an all-
day pelmeni-making session to 
raise money for the various Sister-
hood needs.  Typically these are 
held on a Thursday and involve 
about twelve to eighteen volun-
teers.  Regular volunteers are Ira’s 
daughter, Vera Crossfield, Vera 

Polski, Natalia Zhukova, Yuliya 
Voroninskaya, Vika Medovshi-
kova, Natasha Loukianoff, Irina 
Irklienko, Larissa Krassovskaya, 
Olga and Warren Cane, Mila and 
Dima Bobroff, Shura Ossipoff, 
Nikolai Koozmin, Kolya Koretsky, 
and Vova Kondrasheff among oth-
ers.  Yes, men are more than wel-
come.  It makes for a lively group.  
Vova Kondrasheff takes the prize 
for driving the furthest from Mar-
tinez.  Sometimes Father Stefan 
drops in and makes excellent pel-
meni while providing interesting 
conversation.  Consider coming 
to the next one on Thursday, July 
25th from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 ►The Parish Russian School 
could not exist without all the 
teachers and volunteers who make 
it function successfully.

 ►And finally, we salute our 
newsletter team of Ludmilla Bo-
broff and Xenia Maximow who 
have succeeded in producing 
four informative issues on-time.  
Great job!! 

It’s wonderful to see such spirit 
in the parish.  If you would like 
to offer your services, take  a look 
at the Volunteers and Sponsors 
Needed column in this issue.  We 
hope that support for our Church 
will continue to grow with the 
Lord’s help.

live streaMing  
attraCts viewers 
- Andrei Maximow

The live streaming video of Church 
services in our parish has provided 
a valuable service not only to our 
parishioners, but to Orthodox in 
other cities and countries.

A grandmother, who had emigrated 
from Russia to Modesto, Califor-
nia, viewed the Paschal midnight 
Liturgy because there was no Rus-
sian Orthodox Church in town.  

A former parishioner, living in Lake 
Tahoe, watched the Twelve Gospels 
Service because she had no trans-
portation to take her to church.  A 
much loved wife and mother who 
was on her deathbed in a hospital 
watched the Twelve Gospels Service 
surrounded by her family - one of 
her last conscious acts.

Installed in mid March, the pur-
pose of the live streaming video is 
to reach people who are sick, live 
in remote areas, are immobile, or 
are unable to attend church ser-
vices regularly.  Little did we realize 
how many visitors from around the 
world would view the live and re-
corded content on our live-stream-
ing site. Thanks to Google Analyt-
ics, we learned some interesting 
demographic information about 
our audience.

Between April 28, 2013 and May 
26, 2013, there were over 1000 
visits from 18 different countries 
including the United States, Rus-
sia, India, Australia, plus countries 
in North and South America, Asia 
and the Middle East.  The major-
ity of visitors, however,  originated 
from various cities across 26 US 
states.  Services held during Holy 
Week and Pascha attracted  ap-
proximately 15 to 20 viewers who 

continued...
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watched them live, whereas the ma-
jority of viewers opted to watch re-
corded services some time after the 
live broadcasts.

To see live streaming or recorded 
videos of Church services, log onto 
www.new.livestream.com/coars  
After viewing, please click on “Like” 
and “Follow” for frequent updates.

news froM the  
sisterhood 
- Matushka Tanya Pavlenko

After many busy weeks of prepa-
rations for Pascha, the Sisterhood 
earned the right to relax and cel-
ebrate their own holiday on the Sun-
day of the Myrrh Bearing Women.  
Approximately 30 of us gathered at 
the Town restaurant in San Carlos 
for a delightful afternoon of good 
food, drinks and conversations.

Those weeks of relaxation, however, 
ended in mid June.  We provided 
meals for participants who attended 
the First Annual Western Diocese 
Youth Choir Conference held at our 
Church on June 14-16.  In addition, 
the Sisterhood served a lunch for the 
entire  parish on Sunday, June 16 
after Liturgy so that everyone could 
meet these wonderful young people.

The meal after the Pentecost Liturgy 
on June 23 was a barbecue.  Our 
chefs grilled  chicken and sausages, 
accompanied by fresh salads and 
desserts.

Circle July 14 on your calendar.  
That is the Parish Feast Day, com-
memorating All Russian Saints.  
For the first time in many years, 
the celebration occurs during a non 
Lenten period.  The Sisterhood is 
excited to prepare a fast-free feast 
for this joyous day.  Archbishop Ky-
rill will be serving Liturgy.

Choir news 
- Andrei Roudenko

To some who listen to the hymns 
sung by the choir during Church 
Services, it may seem that musical 
selections from week to week are 
the same.  In fact, there is consider-
able variety.

The order of clergy petitions and 
prayers that are read and sung dur-
ing Orthodox Services are based 
upon centuries-old “templates” 
which were established by the Holy 
Fathers.  On a week-to-week basis, 
however, there are considerable 
variations.  For example, every set 
of Saturday-Sunday Vsenoshchna-
ya-Liturgiya Services throughout 
the year requires the singing of a 
unique combination of Tropari and 
Kondaki.  These are short recitative-
style hymns honoring a Holy-day or 
Saint.  The Prokimni and Prichast-
niye Stihi also honor a Holy-day 
or type of Saint(s) and are typically 
short excerpts from psalms.  As an 
example, “Hristos voskrese iz mertz-
vih...” is the Tropar of Pascha.

typiCAL tROpARi AND KONDAKi

A typical “template” of Tropari and 
Kondaki sung at Sunday Liturgy 
may consist of (1) Voskresniy Tropar, 
which cycles on an 8-week basis, (2) 
Tropar Hrama (commemorating 
All Saints of Russia), (3) Tropar(i) 
of the Saint(s), (4) Voskresniy Kon-
dak, which also cycles on an 8-week 
basis, (5) Kondak Hrama, (6) Slava 
Otsu ee Sinu … and the Kondak of 
the Saint, and (7) ee nine ee prisno 
… and “Predstatelstvo hristian …”, 
which honors the Mother of God. 

Since these unique weekly combina-
tions don’t repeat exactly the same 
way any more often than once in 
seven years(!), they present the choir 
with a challenge – how to sing the 
appointed combinations without 

having to fumble between different 
sections of multiple service books.  
The solution is that the choir pro-
duces a weekly “Tropar and Kondak 
text sheet” which consolidates all the 
required texts into the appropriate 
order and includes indications of the 
melody (“glas”) on which these are 
to be sung, where phrases and musi-
cal turns occur, etc.  

ChOiR tExt shEEts

For years, the Tropar and Kondak 
text sheets were prepared exclu-
sively for choir members’ use dur-
ing Services.  More recently, Tropar 
and Kondak text sheets have been 
expanded, typically to two pages, 
and now include brief summaries 
of the Holy-day and/or life of the 
Saint(s) who is/are commemorat-
ed.   Our Tropar and Kondak text 
sheets are available to interested 
parish members.  Sent as a PDF 
document attachment, they arrive 
by email usually on Saturday after-
noons.  E-mails also include vari-
ous announcements about upcom-
ing Services and parish activities. 

Anyone interested in being added to 
the distribution list is invited to send 
an email to avrouden@hotmail.com 
with “BURL-Choir WEEKEND 
NOTICE Request” in the subject 
line.  The Tropar and Kondak text 
sheets should be in your mailbox the 
following Saturday.

MORE NEws

• Our recent Zhen Mironosets (Myr-
rhbearing Women) Vsenoshchnaya 
featured many segments sung by our 
women’s choir, adding a new antiph-
onal element to our Service.  

• Our male choir is working on a 
first-ever concert planned for later 
this year.
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DEsigN pLANs FOR ADA RAMp iN FRONt OF thE ChURCh

To meet Federal requirements for disabled people, as well as for wheelchairs and casket wheels, we need to build an ADA-
compliant ramp.  To begin the process, we need someone with an architectural background who can design a ramp to meet 
city permit requirements.  If interested, please contact Kolya Koretsky at koretsky1@yahoo.com

 
wEBsitE DEsigNER AND wEBMAstER 

We’re looking for a website designer to make our Church website more dynamic, effective and useful.  Are you qualified to 
research successful websites of other Orthodox Churches and design one that would be attractive, simple to upload, and to 
maintain?  The webmaster would also be responsible for maintaining the website on a regular basis so that it is timely.  If 
interested, please contact Volunteer Coordinator Xenia Maximow at xenia@bash-events.com

 
sUNDAy COFFEE hOURs

Parishioners have been requesting Sunday Coffee Hours similar to the ones that the Gilchrist family hosted so successfully 
for many months.  Duties include setting up the tea and coffee service and providing a light snack, such as soup or sweet 
rolls.  The Coffee Hours would be rotated monthly from one person or persons to others.  Cost of the food and beverages 
would be subsidized through donations by attendees.

Elena Bederova, Galina Roukotova, and Olga Grishina hosted 
the first Coffee Hour on June 2, changing the name of their event 
to Tea Party.  They donated their entire profit of $160 to the 
Small Cupolas Repair Fund.  Bill Gilchrist and his sons Daniel 
and Thomas helped with the clean-up.  While parishioners en-
joyed cold cuts, cheese and desserts, Dima Bobroff presented a 
slideshow on his pilgrimage to the Holy Land.  We now need 
more volunteers to continue this great beginning.  If interested, 
please contact Volunteer Coordinator Xenia Maximow at xenia@
bash-events.com 

spONsORiNg OR FULFiLLiNg A ChURCh NEED

thERE ARE MANy OppORtUNitiEs tO spONsOR OR VOLUNtEER tO 
hELp MiNiMizE MONthLy COsts FOR thE ChURCh.  sOME ExAMpLEs ARE: 

•	 Purchase	of	church	wine	-	$50/month 
•	 Purchase	of	oil	for	lamPadas	-	$100/month 
•	 myrrh,	incense	&	charcoal	-	$30/month 
•	 monthly	coPier	lease,	including	toners	-	$275/month		 
•	 Purchase	Postage	stamPs	for	church	mailings	-	$200/year 
•	 dust,	vacuum,	and	clean	floors 
•	 iron	off	the	wax	driPPings	from	the	red	carPet	runner 
•	 come	early	to	services	to	light	candles	and	lamPadas 
•	 stay	after	services	to	clean	the	candle	stands

Xenia Maximow is developing a comprehensive list of things that need to be done on an ongoing basis and will be coordi-
nating all volunteer jobs needed to maintain the Church.  If enough people volunteer, rotations won’t come up again for 
weeks or even months.  If interested, please contact Volunteer Coordinator Xenia Maximow at xenia@bash-events.com to 
sign up.  

volunteers and sPonsors needed!

Galina Roukotova, Elena Bederova and Olga Grishina 
with daughter Sofia hosted the Coffee Hour in June.  

Bill Gilchrist and son Daniel helped with the clean-up.

- Dimitry Bobroff
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Beloved MatriarCh of the ChurCh of all russian saints 
- Ludmilla Bobroff

While hundreds of women have devoted many, many 
hours toward the well being of our Church, no one has 
spent more time here than Galina Vasilievna Lisin-Des-
tin.  That’s because she is the last remaining member of 
the original group of founders who signed the charter 
in 1952, establishing the Brotherhood of All Russian 
Saints in Burlingame.

Galina Vasilievna, now 101 years old, was a middle aged 
wife and mother when she signed the charter.  Learning 
to love the Orthodox Church from her mother, she al-
ways sang in church choirs whether they were located in 
Harbin, China or in San Francisco.  When she and her 
husband, Vladimir Ivanovich Lisin (Volodia) bought a 
house in Redwood City in 1943, her destiny was sealed. 

In those days, there was no Russian Orthodox Church 
in the area.  Families had to drive to San Francisco to go 
to church.  In 1952, the couple learned that the Synod 
in New York City wanted to acquire property in Burl-
ingame so that the head of the Russian Church Abroad 
could have an independent base from which to visit 
the parishes of the Western American Diocese.  Gali-
na Vasilievna and her husband Volodia enthusiastically 
signed the charter, establishing the Brotherhood of All 

Russian Orthodox Saints in Burlingame.  Also signing 
the charter were Galina’s mother, Alexandra Vasilievna 
Schennikoff, her sister, Ludmila Vasilievna Locey, and 
eight other people.

The parish began as a house church on Carmelita Ave-
nue.  When renovations started on an appropriate build-
ing at 744 El Camino Real, Volodia and his brother-in-
law Ray Locey, the husband of Galina’s sister, Ludmila, 
volunteered to build the cupolas.  Galina Vasilievna re-
members the two of them working long hours in the 
backyard.  Vladika Ioann (later glorified as Saint John, 
Archbishop of Shanghai and San Francisco) blessed the 
blue and gold domes and crosses on November 2, 1963.

Once construction ended, Galina Vasilievna started 
singing in the new church, experiencing many choir di-
rectors over the years.  She says she would still be singing 
if there was some way of getting her wheelchair to the 
choir loft!

Her love of singing began in Harbin when she attended a 
school for girls.  Born in the City of Blagoveshchensk on 
the Amur River in Russia, the young girl, her older sister 
Ludmila, their mother Alexandra, and their stepfather 

Galina Vasilievna Destin
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Onisim Alexeevich Schennikoff 
fled to China from Russia when the 
mother, a dentist by profession, was 
drafted to go to the front in Siberia.  
Galina remembers life in Harbin as 
happy with plenty of time for danc-
ing, singing, art, handicrafts, parties 
and boyfriends.

In 1931, Galina married Vladimir 
Ivanovich Lisin (Volodia).  The bride 
was 19, the groom was 23.  Five 
years later, the  couple emigrated to 
America with their four-year-old son 
and joined Galina’s mother, stepfa-
ther, and sister who had emigrated 
earlier to San Francisco.  The young 
couple and their little boy Alexan-
der sailed across the Pacific Ocean 
on a Japanese passenger ship, sailing 
under the Golden Gate Bridge while 
it was under construction.

To support his family, Volodia 
worked first as a janitor, then drove 
a school bus.  When he was com-
fortable with the new language and 
culture, he rented an empty lot on 
Howard Street in San Francisco and 
opened a parking lot.  He advertised 
his new venture by distributing ink 
blotters to nearby offices, announc-
ing the cost of all day parking for 
25 cents.  Meanwhile, Galina took 
care of little Alexander and helped 
out her sister who was a dentist.  The 
two sisters remained close their en-
tire lives.

As the Burlingame Church grew, 
Galina Vasilievna became more ac-
tive in the Sisterhood.   She donat-
ed hand-made decorations for the 
Nativity and Pascha bazaars.  She 
joined the pelmeni-making group.  
And of course, she continued sing-
ing in the choir.

When Volodia died in 1964, she re-
lied on the Church, her sister, her 
family and her network of friends 

to pull her through.  A new job 
at the Stanford University Library 
helped.  Nine years later, she mar-
ried widower Panteleimon Theodor 
Destin.  The couple  loved to folk 
dance and to travel, seeing many 
places in the world, including Rus-
sia.  They had 16 years together be-
fore he passed away.

Today, Galina Vasilievna lives in 
Sterling Court in San Mateo, a fa-
cility that caters to seniors.  Because 
of severe arthritis that requires her to 
be in a wheelchair, she has round-
the-clock help.  Yet,  her mind is 
sharp and she still enjoys life.

Her family consists of one son, three 
granddaughters, one grandson, five 
great grandchildren and five great 
great grandchildren.  All of them 
love to celebrate Orthodox  Eas-
ter (Pascha) and Russian Christmas 
(Nativity) with their beloved grand-
mother.  Her niece, Ludmila Assur, 
is a devoted Orthodox who sings in 
a church choir in Oregon, following 
in the footsteps of her aunt.  Several 
times a year, Ludmila comes to San 
Mateo to take Auntie Galia to the 
cemetery to change the flowers at 
many gravesites.

For the matriarch’s 100th birthday, 
over 100 friends and family mem-
bers commemorated the event at 
the Burlingame Women’s Club.  Her 
large family lovingly presented her 
with a beautiful book full of photo-
graphs tracing her life.

In the book, Galina Vasilievna ex-
presses her thanks to God for the 
fact that she still has her eyes and 
ears to enjoy God’s beauty.  As for 
living so long, she says, “God must 
have a plan for me!” 

APRIL

Valeria Shilova

Nikolai Rybovalov

Emilia Sarp-Evans

Maxim Mirgorodsky

MAy

Denis Feldman

Alexander Friesen

thERE wERE NO 
MARRiAgEs iN thE 

MONths OF ApRiL AND 
MAy

APRIL

MAy

Larissa Rodzaevskaya

REPOSED IN THE LORD

MARRIED

BAPTISED



russian sChool’s YearlY aKt 
- Anya Derugin

The Parish Russian School at the 
Church of All Russian Saints com-
pleted the 2012-13 year with its an-
nual AKT on May 19.  Held in the 
Church Hall, the event was organized 
by parent and teacher, Lubov Niko-
laevna Denisova, along with a num-
ber of teachers and parents.  

After Divine Liturgy, Father Stefan 
served a thanksgiving moleben for the 
students, teachers, and parents.  Then 
everyone went downstairs for a lunch 
consisting of pirogi from Cinderella 
Bakery, homemade soup, salad and 
desserts.  The head table was deco-
rated with white roses and flowers 
brought from many home gardens.

Father Stefan and Russian School Di-
rector Alexander Nikolaevich Mirosh-
nichenko congratulated the students 
for successfully completing the school 
year.  Report cards were handed out 
to all students, including the five 
graduates, Katherine Hidchenko, 

Daniel Yakovlev, Michael Derugin, 
Jacob Snider, and Alexandra Louki-
anoff.  Natasha Sabelnik, representing 
the Congress of Russian Americans, 
presented each graduate with an hon-
orary one-year membership to CRA.

The students then recited poems and 
acted in plays.  The actress who stole 
the show during AKT was three-and-
a-half year old Sophia Pinaev who 
played a role in “Telephone” and 
in “Nikita Kozhmyaka,” a Russian 
fairy tale adapted by Ekaterina Za-
donskaya, mother of student Daniel 
Crawford.  The fairy tale was also per-
formed by Russian School students at 
the Day of the Russian Child at the 
Russian Center on May 12.

The seventh grade class amused the 
audience with a scene from “Gore ot 
Uma” by Griboyedov.  It was directed 
by former Russian School teacher, 
Alexandra Vitalievna Sabelnik Wool-
ey.  The students enjoyed playing the 

scene so much, they repeated their 
lines whenever they got together.  

AKT ended with the graduates cut-
ting and serving a homemade celebra-
tory cake.  Everyone helped clean up, 
especially young Timothy Loboda 
who wouldn’t leave the Church Hall 
until he was convinced everything 
was clean.

Afterwards, several graduates deliv-
ered flowers to their Russian School 
teacher from Kindergarten, Irina 
Troubetskaya.      
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ChURCh OF ALL RUssiAN sAiNts 
A Parish of the Western American Dio-
cese of the Russian Orthodox Church 

Abroad 
744 El Camino Real, Burlingame, CA 

http://www.allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/

Rector:  Mitred Archpriest Stefan Pavlenko     
Cell: (650) 430-9805 

Parish Newsletter Staff 
Editor - Ludmilla Bobroff 

Art Designer - Xenia Maximow

We welcome your suggestions on the 
type of articles you would like to see in 
the Parish Newsletter.  Send your ideas 
to Ludmilla Bobroff at Ludmillaa@aol.

com or telephone (408) 257-6918.  Please 
write Parish Newsletter in the Subject Line.  

Deadline is one month prior to publica-
tion. 

Next Newsletter - SEPTEMBER 2013 
 

Schedule of services can be found on the 
Church website:  

http://allrussiansaintsburlingame.org/

NEWSLETTER ARCHIVES

The Church of All Russian Saints News-
letter can now be found on the church’s 

website at  http://www.allrussiansaintsburl-
ingame.org/newsletter/

The website has the current issue, as well as 
all past issues.

The graduating class performs a scene from “Gore ot Uma” by Aleksander Griboyedov
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heartfelt thanKs froM a russian sChool Parent 
- Anya Derugin

I wish to express gratitude from myself and my family to everyone in our parish school who instilled our children 
with love and understanding of our Faith and Russian Culture.   Thank you to those who fed our children spiritually 
and intellectually. Thank you to everyone who made a huge effort in seeking out, composing, translating, typing and 
printing all the textbooks and learning materials for use in Russian School. Also a big thank you to those who dragged 
bags of food every week to feed our students, and to those who watched over them to insure their safety during recess.

Most importantly, I wish to express our deepest gratitude to Father Stefan Pavlenko,  Alexander Nikolaevich Miro-
shnichenko, Ija Dimitrievna Schmitt, Irina Bogoslovkasya, and Irina Nikolaevna Troubetskaya for their participation 
in the religious- spiritual education of our children which is the most important function of our Russian School.  In 
discussing Russian School with Father Victor Potapov while he was a guest at our Church recently, I learned that his 
parish school in Washington D.C. only teaches Zakon Bozhi (The Law of God).  Many good resources exist in the 
area for students to learn the Russian language, history and literature, he explained.  Consequently, there is less neces-
sity for his parish school to fill this need.  In his view, if children are given a proper religious education they are more 
likely to continue studying and learning the Russian language, history and literature.

One of our  former Russian School 
graduates stated at his graduation 
how grateful he was to the school 
for introducing him  to God’s Law, 
Zakon Bozhi.  He said that Russian 
School is where he “learned how to 
pray.”  This young man - the star of 
our Russian School Yolka plays for 
many years - went on to study at UC 
Berkeley.  Several years later I met 
his mother.  She told me her son not 
only attends the Russian Orthodox 
services near his university campus, 
but also sings in the choir.

A former Russian School teacher 
who came to America with her little 
girl says that her daughter, now a 
graduate of Harvard University, still 
remembers with gratitude how Ija Dimitrievna Schmitt taught her prayers while she was in Russian School.  The 
young woman admits she would have never learned the prayers anywhere else in her educational experience.

I, personally, am grateful to Irina Troubetskaya who with her warm, gentle manner  taught the children in Kindergar-
ten to listen for guidance to their Guardian Angel who “sits on your right shoulder and whispers in your right ear.”  
When our Misha was five years old, he would give his brothers who were fretting or worried about something the 
advice that he learned - “to listen to the Angel sitting on your right shoulder”.

Thank you to everyone for this very precious time that our sons and we have had at Russian School for 24 years!  
May God grant many years to Father Stefan and Alexander Nilkolaevich and to all the teachers and parents of 
our Parish School.

Anya Derugin dances with son Misha at the Beliy Ball.
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BeliY Ball  - a night to reMeMBer 
- Anya Derugin

The 2013 Graduates from the Parish Russian School of the Church of All Russian 
Saints celebrated their graduation May 31 with a formal White Ball held at the 
Irish Cultural Center in San Francisco.  Dressed in long white gowns and black 
tuxedoes, the five  15- and 16-year-olds were introduced by school alumnus Father 
Alexander Krassovsky to loud applause from family and friends. Archpriest Stefan 
congratulated the students and hoped they would always stay close to the Ortho-
dox Church and nurture the treasure they acquired during their years of study at 
the Russian School.

Graduate Katherine Hidchenko was ac-
companied by Alexei Bolshakoff.  Gradu-
ate Alexandra Loukianoff was on the arm 
of Elijah Tomitch.  Graduate Jake Snider 
escorted Tanya Yakoubovsky.  Graduate 
Daniel Yakovlev invited Nina Avroneva 
to be his date.  And graduate Michael 
Derugin opted to come solo.

All five students read a stanza in Russian 
from the poem, “Beliy Ball.”  Alexandra 

Loukianoff concluded the formalities with a thank you to the teachers, the parents, and to the 288 people who attended.

Once the sit-down dinner ended, the graduates and their dates danced a beautifully choreographed waltz called “Estudian-
tina,” composed by Emile Waldteufel.  Dance instructor Sophia Sokolik taught the students the intricate steps.   Each gradu-
ate then invited a parent to dance, an emotional few minutes for mama and papa.  Finally, all the other guests poured out 
onto the dance floor, dancing everything from slow fox trots to the Russian gopak to the latest Gangnam Style dance steps.

The DJ was Nick Ionoff.  The Ball Committee consisted of Natasha and Paul 
Loukianoff, Katherine Sabelnik Snider, Olga and Vladimir Yakovlev, Alexander 
Hidchenko, and Anna and Nikita Derugin.

Not only was it a night to remember for the graduates and their dates, but also 
for the parents.     
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Eminence Kyrill, Archbishop 
of San Francisco and Western 
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uPCoMing events 
thE sistERhOOD iNVitEs 

ALL AttENDEEs tO thE FEAst 
DAy LUNChEON AFtER 

DiViNE LitURgy
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**************** 

Pelmeni-making	days	
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tO 

elena davidenKo 
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Graduates cut their cake together

Graduates dance a choreagraphed waltz
The graduate table at Beliy Ball


